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PETER Anſwer'd SIMON MAGUS, | 
Thou haſt neither Part nor Lot in this Matter, for thine 
Heart #s not right in the fight of Gl.: 
Repent therefore of this thy Wickedneſs, and pray God, 
if perhaps the THOUGHT of thine Heart may be for- 


mu 


given thee. EE ö 


For 1 perceive that thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in 
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Tn 7 Parliament Aſembled. | 


May it Pleaſe R. Honourable Houle, © 

J Wa E hearty Zeal, and Rab Reſo- 
lution You e Jhewwn, i in Defendimeg 
the RicnTs of Her MaſuzsTY, 


Pos be Church, in: Supporting the Un- 
doubted Prerogative of. the One, and the 
Excellent Conſtitution. of he Other, iaduces 


Us 70 Hope, That ane Addreſs, wherem the 
Vindication / Both, 25 in ſome meaſure, 
endeavour d, may neither be thought Un- 
ſeaſonable, aor prove Unacceptable 10 Tour | 


Auguſt Aſſembly; art a Trme, when the 
ws: M ie whole Kingdom are ix d upon 


Their Repreſentatives, in Expectation of 


ſeeing that Glorious Wort, Tranſmitting 


the CHUuReH or EN AND Secure to Po- 
e * a wich: in "0 of 
ER 


8 DEDICATION. co of 
HR MaJjzsTyY's Gracious Defire, Du 
"have ſo Generouſty and * Unaer- 

taken. 

_ Nothing, but, the 2 Diſcerning Vigi- 5 
1 lance, and Preſaging Wiſdom, could incite 
= HER 7o propoſe, and Lou 10 find out, fuch 
= - Z Means 10 Preſerve the Eſtabliſhment, 
= vil in Danger ; and, for which-the Na- | 
= Lion will be for ever Bound 70 Pay: e mo? 

—_ unfeign d Acknowledements." \\ * © 
q 17 is therefore an Honeſt 8 as 
_ well as a Part of Our Duty, for Us to Ap- 
| pear in Thal Cauſe, which this Great Branch 
of the Legiſlative Power has ſo Nobly Main- 
Jain d and 'whith One ᷓ Nour Own Mem- 
1 has o Learnedly. and Clearly V. Indi. 
a cated to the World, as One uud have 
thought, ſhould have: Silenced the Patiful OB. 
Er of that Inſolent Author, 2vbom'He 
bub here Examined, andthe Unreaſunable 
= Demands / That Party, of which He 20 6 
= Profeſs d Advocate. Iod en D1QEROTKSES: 
"In" hoſe Name, He has nf 40 lu. 
* r the Grenteſt, aut mos Sacre 
FHFunction of the Crown, HERR Ma JE'S/TY'S | 
, \ Supremacy: in Church and State; 0% Re 
preſent HR Henerable Nile ch Defender 8 


of 111 un 25 an — Extent of 9 
£1 and 


* 
/ 


Db Af H 


amd um Uſurpation in the Cid il Magi E 
ro tradute the - Authority of. Parkianeus - 

Inſufficient 20 make; on enforce any Law, 
not contain d in Seripture, and in ſhort 10 


ſuch Free; Thinking, which ill fend in An- 
archy and Rebellion, pow V „n Oy 
and Chriſtian Liberty. 3 
Ju Mer of theſe. Schiſinatical 8 bh 
it 38-0w1mg; that-Our Beſt, and moſ Faithful 
Patriots, are angeln Celebrated in Black 
Liſts; Scurrilous Legions Publiſi d to Ter. 
if Our Legiſlators; is the Giddy and Un. 
_ thinking'Multitude are Appealidiz0,". in Op- 
_ poſatron: lo their Lawful Repreſentatives; 
that the'Con/titution may be broke thorough, 
that Some of them may Domineer with Scan: 
Aalqus Licention/neſs, and Uncontroul'd * Ine: 
punity, ¶ heſe are the Men, who lead 
Rights of Toleration; cuen aboue thoſe of © 
their Sovereign; auho can call an Obligation 
70. ce/tant Communion auith Our Church, in 


ener of their «Admittance. te Ofices of State, 
Perſecution,” and an Infringement of their 
Liberty, 2w/:ch. Ne Houſe, your 
the Preſervation , the Church of England, 
has thought jit to Oplige even the'Succeflors 
of the Crown 70 Obſerve. 6 ly 
RJ. 1 [And 


/erike-at the Whole Conftitutiohyard/Pabm = 


"ou 5 
75 D'ED IAT TON 
ane Matter ſerene m be 2 
| fach. # Fatal:Crifis, har ſome Meaſures: are 
 abfolutely Neceſſary, ro Roftrain this Potent 
Faction, ho Dare, in Pamphlets: 2s 
Zhzs Author s, 20 Infalt HR MajEzsrr, 
Arraign Your Authority, and Menace the 
Government; ze bull not, lite them; ſamicily 
Pre ſume to preſcribe Our Law · givers, how 
10 redreſs Publick Grievances: 1 | 
ben é have's Houſe of Commons, 2 
Ereruse with ſo muß Integrity, what's 
Recommended Jrom the ere a with 00 
much Piety. WIR) 
That HER Mans rr may Dr Jong: 
70 render the Nation Happy, in Aecompliſb. 
ing 4 HEN Defigns, for the Perpetua. 
ng Zhe Eſtabliſhment of the Church; and 
| — SHE may never want Such an Houſe 
of Commons, "which und owtit vo Oppor 
Zrunity of Promoting 11s Intereſt; and that 
all Your Counſels may meet With that Good 
Succeſs har tbe Almighty can give em, 1, 
and ought always to be, be affeftionare 
Md, and' earneſt Prayer, of .every-True 
Engliſh-man, har has either a" Love for 
His Country, a Concern Yor H "= 
or a Zeal FEI. 1 s 5. va. 
eee Erol 910 
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5 ROE I £314 2 oe iet ke : „ wand Garn A pe x 
HE Sophiftical Author," that it here Extamin'd, 
baun, in 4 Tedious Pamphlet, ah d 
Aa.  [everal firange Paradoxes:, without offering at 


any Proof o theme, we have been oblig'd,” not oxly to Con- 
fute his Ablurdities, but 10 lay down ſeveral Propolitions, 


with their Proofs; in Oppoſition ta them 3 which h 45 made 


is Diſcourſe rum out into à much greater. Length than as 
intended ; -eſpuialy aanſidering i bt the Main Points, in | 
Debate \betwixt the Church and the Diſſenters, have been 
ſo fully lated, that there ſeem d to be as lle Rooms for a 
New Anſwer, as 4 Freſh Objection. Bus it muſt be can 


feſi d, that the Diſſenters Improve in their Claims, hows 


ever they Fall ſhort in their Arguments. It is an Amatzine 
: To to the Church, to hear them, not only Challenging 


ſolute and Unlimited Toleration om the 


ment, as their Right and Property; bat ſetting e +5609 
Tr an Equal bliſhment; wth Her; Nay, Fl 24 

this to be a Fundamental Maxim, and an Eſſential Part 

_ the Conſtituiion-. Al mi Prodigious Aſſertions ad 


Sift to the battam; and Ex 


Thinking, and are fully Perſwaded, and Hope, and are 


e Opinion, and have always Held, and. call God to 


| Witneſs, that they cannot but Hold ſuch Wiched - 


Treaſonable Teners, as ſbew them to be as Bad SubjeQs, 


Chriſtians; and which Nothing, but the great Rm. | 


* 


| Pernicieus Can ſequences: Tboꝰ on the other Hand; nber 
ii dat the leaft Argument brought in their Vinditation;' das 
tl the Diſſenters THINK fo, and can't forbear 


— 


Pref. J. 2. 


P. 76. of 
5, Anu. 7 


thor, 


> 


d Father of all Lycs, 5274 Ditate to the moſt Queru- 
Tous, Moody, 4 UNT HTN EINS S of Men i, 


the World : Men of [ſuch Ei b judice, Qbaurate, Ha- 

tre . Ch itch, £ Stead | 5 1 7 2 25 7 | 
niom that ile will neter Ons th Aaſwer d tho 

neger ſo undeniabiy Confuted; becauſe they ſeldom Read any 

, 


_ dienceis|Pernicions i Kzngs 48 "theirs o 


8 


PREFACE. 


VE 


thidgschift whit is Witten by their own. Illiteratè Fac. 
undimey ſertu to Gon firm um Harden them iu their Ergprs- 
if «ny Expreſſions in tit Diſtourſe may ſeems à little too 


Harſh, or Poiguant wpon>rheſe Men, who always Load the 


Ghurch: of England with the moſt Virulent Iavectives, 
and Undeſervd Calumnies, we deſire the Reader: to con- 
ſider; what- Provoking, d Exaſperating, Incorrigible Ad- 
vet ſaries we have i Deal with, au whether'ſach Reſolute 
Sinners Pouid be Treated with Moderation, wo have the 
vdence to call the Grand Rebellion i# 41, an Old Story, 
wha Artagate. to themſelvet the ſole Meris of the Revolu- 


tian, and pet Change uh Church of Hingland's Compliance 
with n Tren ſqn, ami repreſent Her Doctrines ef Obe. 


* 


qience 48 we Depoſing. 
Dasbtleſs'thefe Occalional Conformiſts, theſe Mercenary 
State-Hypocrites, ought (as much to be Diſtinguiſh'd from 
;ha-Gonſcieatious Diſſenter, 2 4 Miſtaken aud Undes 


ſigdiag Offender, ram 4 Deliberate 20 Preſumptuous 
Criminal. Hunever thoſt Men may Recommend, or Intitle 


tion 


2 
5 


41. 


547 162 EEA 19 el RY 262 22093 
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Nets 77 107 $169, — 1 8 
4 A ils 5 Upon the, FOE OT 
mee Lo 1b 1 /EEN. 
10 N * 2810 5 it of He 
| 3! \INGE 12 e „öl Her 


reat ; Mercy 4 NACICE 10N, 
re9 0 3.8 bin DT 15 hg 
i 157, Continuance 0 94 0 leration to 
the . in their 9 79 it could 

ſcaxee, be expected, that they Mou d pre- 
ſume to trouble Hex, with a Barefac'd 7. 


cation of their Principles, under the. Pre- . 


tence of Doing JuStice ta Her Maie fu, or 
haye the Can ence to claim that ain 
ion, as a Matter of Right, which is a mere 
Act of Favour and Juadulgence. Much oy 
cou dd it ave, bin thought, that they v 

complain of e while 


ey enjoy d all th rotection, 
which the Baa 1 proper 1 
Church, d Wach OG WC 


1 
concern: She has ſo often profeſs'd d 95 the 


Security or Both. A ſufficient Proof, that 


— Ei, 1 


Nothing, but an entire Giving bud the 
Rights, * Powers, and Revenues | the 

Church, into their Hands, can ever ſatisfy 
their boundleſs. rice, and Ambition 
To obtain which; they have us'd all Ar- 
tifice and Sophiſtry ; in 8 them- 
ſelves under ſeveral Shapes and Figures, as 
Occaſion offer d, to ſerve a Turn; Some- 
times Threatning the Gov ninent,. with 
the Formidable Extent and Power of their 
Body; at other times, ſhrinking them- 
ſelyes into the narrow Compaſs of an in- 
conſiderable Party, alternately to work 
upon our Fear and Compaſſion. They have 
here the Boldneſs 55 alert, That they haye 


Tee, 70 Her Agel, 9 Government, of 


Principles and practices have bin traduc d; 

or, whether in both, they have not ſhewn 
an. Irreconcileable Enmity to all 
chical Goyernment, and articularly to 
Her aus Title to the Throne, we may 
fafely call in the United Teſtimony of 
Hifory,and Experience,to de termine. After 


which, nothing, but * moſt amazing Inſo- 
lence 


oh "®; 35 901 
lence, could make ſuch Men impudently 
appeal to their Lali as 2 and dare challenge 
the Churchof England, to diſprove it, which 
has bin ſo often done, to their Indelible 
Shame, and-utmoſt Confuſion 
P. Iv. And certainly there was ſufficient 
Reaſon. to lay the Diſſenters out in their 
Proper Colours, upon the Acceſſion of Her. 
Majeſty to the Throne, to give Her an 
early Caution to guard Her Self againſt a 
ReStleſs and Inveterate Fattion, who have 


| all along labour'd, to contrive, and accom. 


pliſh the Ruine of Her Royal; Anceſtors, 
add are by Principle, Implacable Foes. to. 
Her Line, and Government.We need not Con- 
ſider from what Spring this their inexorable 
Hatred ariſes, o the Be ft. Cunſtituted Govern- 
ment in the World, whether from their u- 
pidiiy, or Baſeneſs, their H//ul Ignoramce, 
or their Natural Inclination to Mulchief and 
Villany; whether from their Ervy to the 
Church, or their Treachery and „ 
for their not being only Protected, but Truſt · 
ed; Whether it proceeds from any, or rather 
all of theſe Caules, it matters not, ſince the 
Effect is Undeniable, and is equally MAb: 
. nant, let it proceed from what Cauſe it wil 


IT. n s Aaminifration i is unhappily 
AT 2 1 


. 51 eee FT 
N ih bös unc h i ub Digi 
eu, 41 in ne nat Medſure owing, to 
Her being forc'd' to Struggle with ſueh a 
Waſpi/h,. an Herverſe Ceneration of Men 
at Home, whilſt She is Engag d in Wars 
„Abroad; Who would imperioufly Obtrude 
their groundleſs Pleas of Innocence, for an ab- 
ſeluteRight to Dominion, and that, upon the 
Evidence of their own Bare Aſſertions; and 
who Have always ſhew'd' themſelves as Im- 
patient of Cntradiction, as they are 1 nca· 
pable of being Conuinc l.. 
P. v. If Her Mafeñy muſt be Hhforiti 4 
of the true Characters of Parties, and the 
Principles of this Ser o, Men, from their 
_own Writings, and Repreſentations; She 
muſt Frame à Judgment dsFa//e,as thoſe Re. 
preſentations are Corrraryto the Matters of 
Fact, ſet forth in my EClarèmdo S Excellent. 
Hiftory, which this pert Author audaciouſſy 
Reflects upon: An Fi/ory, which by a pecu 
liar: Providence, Has been laid before Her 
Miajeſty;as Her Beſt and moſt FaithfulCoun- 
ſellor, to admoniſh her to beware of the en- 
fnaring Annſementsof their Prerended Lay. 
a, and to avoid thoſe ſpecious Profeſſions 
of Rebels, that brought all that DiſmalScene 


of Miſery, on Her Unfortunate Progenitors; . 
15 which 


which e nee in, and Carry 4 on 
by, the Principles of Hanaticiſm Principles 
which will be for ever found of ſuchiconten- 
tious, fatal; and Deviliſh Influence, that it 
highly concerns Her Maieſds, frequently to 
ponder upon the Cncluſiom; drawn; from 
ſuch Inconteſtabls Matters of Fact, and to 
ſtand by it, as Judiſpenſaly Neceſſary:for 
Her. Security, never to place the leaſt Truſt 
in ſuch ſhuffling; bollow-hearted, Undermi- 
ners of her Power, but rather to Carry a 
more Watchful Eye over them; aud to make 
a uarrower luſpection ute their- dark aud 
ruiricate Pracetdings.: ar 
The Author of * Dodieetien 4 that 
Noe Hiffory to Her Majeſty, (which this 
Puny Scribler of a Tedious £zhe/ gon ra- 
ther than a Dedication to Her, in Deriſion 
calls, Pompous) is not ſuch an Ohſaure 
and Unknown Perſon, as to encourage this, 
Mrelched UpSart , to Charge the Pen of 


that Auftriout Mriter, with Unwarrantiable: 


aud Inuidious Cuncluſions, drawn from (un. 
teñed Hacts and Principles. But it is the 
uſual Inſolent Method of the Diſſenters, to 
Complement Her Majeſty, by caſting the, 
moſt Bitter Invectives, and Odious Car, 
Na upon Her Nearest Relations, 5 2 if 
ex 


| q 6 * 

They were | Enemies to Her Governnient : 8 
phe Men of Intemperate Heat, becauſe they 
| Adviſe Her, to ſecure Her Self and King- 
dom, by Defending that Cee: which 
one. can 1 Her Crown... 

P. vr. For the Difſenters not 70 be 8. | 
ent, or rather not to Plead Guilty to the 
Indiffment of Schiſm and Rebellion, ſo 
long Charg d, and ſo fully Prov d upon em, 
is not only Diſreſpectiful to Her Mae y, but 
their peſtering Her with ſawcy Clamours, 
is enough to Weary out Her Patience, and 
Force Her, tho' Unwillingly, to Exert 
that Juſtice, which notwithſtanding their 
frequent Provocations, and Exaſperating 
Abuſes, She has as yet Suſpended. This is 
indeed doubling their Crimes,” and height- 
ning their Ingratitude, with Intolerable 
Rudeneſs. Wig greater Inſtance of which, 
could ſcarcely have been produc'd, than 
their ſhameleſs Aſſertion here, in this Au- 
thor, That they have. done nothing which 
may Forfeit, but rather Increaſe, Her Ma- 
ey Confidence ; and as a Proof of it, 
dare Appeal to heir Behaviour of late, 
than which we defire no better a Teſt to 
convince the World, both of their Effrontery, 


and i its Falſhood. For have they not ever 
ſince 


4 


1 9 8 
s Acceſſion to the Throne, 


Viratentl yBeſpatter'd both Her Self, and the 
Church of 1 England. (here | vilely Degraded 
into a Party) Na eee She has profeſs d Her 
Self ſo hearty a Member, in their ſcurrt- 
lous and ſeditious Pamphͤlets, which have 
of late, like an Egyptian Plague, ſwarm d 
from the Preſs, not even with the common 
Decency of Privacy, but Openly, and in the 
very Face of the Government, to Inſult 
and Confront it, with Avow d Vindicatious 
of that Curſed Rebellion, and therein the 
unparalleld Murder of Her Royal Grand- 
Father, not only Juſtify d, but Ridicul d 
and Lampoon a; ; and Her Own Perſon 
Threaten d, and Terrify d with Her Succeſſor, 
and the Scorch Diſunion, and Independency 
on the Eugliſb Crown ? Doubtleſs Her Ma- 
s Prudence, knows how to Interpret, 
and Reſent ſuch aggravating Abuſes of 
Her Goodneſs, and enflaming Proyocations 
of Her Juſtice, and is. befter acquainted 
with the common Intere$ of the Nation, and 
the Danger: the Church may incur, from 
their Plots and Cabals, than to repoſe too 
much Confidence in Men of ſuch pernicious 
Principles, and Practices, equally Sworn. , 
Adverlaries to Her Self, ant Both. —© 


In 


[8]. - 
In purſuance of theſe Deteſtable Te- 
nett this Author as their Repreſentative, 
ſtioks not to tell Her Majeſty, That Se 
Had no Right or Title to the Throne hut what 
they Qondeſeendedto give Hen, and that She 
7 could never Quien Poſſeſs Her Kingdom, F114 
they Nominated Her Succeſſor. So much 
do "theſs Phariſaical Saints, the Genuine 
Spawn of the Jaſuiste, take upon them to 
Diſpoſe of Crowns and Scepters; whilſt the 
Paſſroe Church ef Euglaud, muſt be Content 
to be an Idle —— and humbly to pray 
fora Toleration ofHer Religion, which wall 
here, as well aas in tand, be moſt barba- 
rouſſy refus d Her, if they, by God's Afflicting 
Providence, ſhould be permitted to Uſurp 
the Dominion. How Ar the Diflenters 
Promoted the Revolution, is well known: 
Vet it muſt not be Forgotten (tho they ſu 
frequently preſs for Acts of Obliuion) that 
when the Church of England lay at Stake, 
in the Reign of Rink: James the II. the 
Diſſenters of all ſorts Addreſs d Him to 
aud by Him with their Lives and Fortunes, 
to carry on and compleat its Subverſion *, 
and have now the Aſſurance to boaſt, That 5 
. their EStablifoment» by: Laus was the ant 
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: Condition they would come into the Revalu: 
tion upon, or at teas to be laid on a Level 
with the Church. So that their Compliance 
with the Government, was not ſo much to 
Promote a Proteſtant Succeſbor, or 10 Curb 
the Exorbitant Power of the French, or 
 Popiſh Pariy, as to Riſe and Reign upon 
the Ruines of the Eabliſbd Church. Our 
Author here Inſinuates, as an high Pane- 
gyrick on the Diſſenters, That they chear- 
Fully gave and paid Taxes, without any pri- 
vale Advantage to themſelves. Whether 
they paid, or not, it is certain they Re-_ 
cery'd ; and whilſt the Nation Groand un- 
der an heavy Burden of Debt, they enjoy'd 
the Profit of our Miſery, ſuchng Zhereout 
no ſmall Advaniage, | 

But at preſent, is this ſucha Meritorious 
Character, that they pay their Share to- 
wards their Protection? Would they be 


= Exempted from the common Contribution 


to the Publick Safety ? Is not the Ad- 
vantage equal to them with us? But here 
it ſeems lies the Grievance: and the Op- 
preſſion, That they are not truſted in our 
Army, Fleet, or Priyvy-Council : (tho too 
many of them have been Truſted there, to 


* BY it) * is an Exclu/7 on 97 n, 
B or- 
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forſooth, that they are not Allowed, as 
their pious Cant is, to Sacrifice all 20 the 
Innocent Principle of their honest Ambition. 
It is another Obligation, they tell us, the 
Government owes them, that they have Re- 
ligion enough to /ay their Prayers, and to 
Deprecate thoſe public Calamittes, they 
have deſerv d ſhou'd fall on their own Heads. 
That 1s in other Words, that they don't 
Imitate the Abominable Examples of their 
Good Forefathers, and openly Blaſpheme _ 
God, by Curſing his Vice-Gerents. As if 
their Crude, Affronting, Extemporary 
Effuſions, Zhe Sacrifice of Fools (in the 
double Scripture Sence of the Word) could 
poſſibly be Meritorious; which, were not 
God. Infinitely Merciful, were ſufficient to 
Blaſt the Succeſs of Her Majeſty's Arms, 
and Obſtruct thoſe Bleſſings which GOD 
has beſtow'd on Her, both at Sea and Land, 
which theſe Seditious Malecontents Repine 
at, whilſt they Enjoy, Acknowledg with 
Reluctance, Behold with Envy, Leſſen 
with Detraction, and Commemorate with 
Indignation. * Theſe are the Narrow and 
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"07 Witneſs their Notorious Behaviour on the late Victories obtain'd, by his 
Grace the Duke of Marlbrough, and Sr. George Rook; who, by God's Gracious - 
Providence, have Prevented, and we hope Diſappointed nll their Villauous Schemes 
and Projects againſt the Eſtabliſb'd Church and Government, © 2 ; 
a b 5 Factt- 


= / 
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Factious Spirits, to whom common Mercies 
are the greatest Dangers „ and publick Diſ- 
aSters become a private Security ; who ne- 
yer faild to Embroil the State at Home, 
when it Flouriſh'd Abroad; and, as 'twere, 
to Blind the Eyes of the Nation, to Coun- 
terballance Foreign Vifdories with Do- 
meSgick Tumulis. But this Fanatical Re- 
preſentative, according to their uſual Pro- 
phane Mifapplication of Scripture , has 


drawn a Parallel betwixt Their Obedience, 


and that of Iſaac, that they, like him, were 
to be Sacrijic d, like a I hank;Offering for Her 


Maße ys Succeſs, had not Her MajeSiy, like 


the Angel, Inter pos d betwixt them, and 
Ruine. One would have thought, the many 
diſmal Maſſacres, they have brought on this 
Church and Nation, were enough to have 
prevented the Appropriation of a Bloody Sa. 
crijice to themſelves; and that this Abuſe 
of a ſacred Simile, could prove nothing elſe, 
but that they deſery'd to be Sacrific d for 
their own Sins, inſtead of thoſe of others : 
and it would puzzle any Man's Underſtand- 
ing, but that of a Difſenter's, to find, who is 
the Abraham here commanded to Sacrifice 
em, and by whom; or, how the Queen was the 


Angel,that bo th e d and prevented it, or 
2 what 
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W 
What Analogy there is betwixt tbem and 
Jaac, who was a Type of our Bleſſed Sa. 
viour, and the /am'd Obedience of the One, 
as they call it, and the infamous Rebellion 
of the Other. But they have given us too 
much Reaſon to fear (to turn and carry 
their Allegory a little farther) that they 
would have the Church of England, the 
Ram caught in the Thicket, to be made a 
ſubſtitute Sacrifice in their Place. 
P. viii. Yet our Author is pleas d here 
to advance a very ſurprizing Propofition, 
That the Diſſenters, by being entirely dif- 
engaged from all foreign Iutereſts, can have 
none, but that of the Nation, and must be 
atways ſuppos d to be ſolicitous, how that may 
be best ſervd; and are too well appriz'd of 
ih Danger of a Diſunion from Scotland up- 
on Her Maje$iy's Demiſe, and the Occaſion 
which that unhappy Hour ould give thoſe. 
that are in the Interest of the pretended 
Prince, to execute their evil Deſigns, &c. 
This Author has forgot who it was that ſet 
the City of London on Fire, which barba- 
rous and cruel Villany was put in Execu- 
tion on the celebrated Lucky Day of Oliver, 
the very time its Deſtruction was doom'd 
in a Cabal in Hollayd. Neither will he 
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know, that when we Were engag d in Naoer * 
with the Durch, that the Diſſenters held a 

ſecret Correſpondence with them, that by | 

their Intelligence, and the Conduct of ſe- 
veral Oliuerians, Aboard the Dutch-Hleet, 

it was Piloted into our Harbour, and by , 
their Directions, burnt our Ships at Chat. W 
ham. Theſe are ſuch Matters of Fact, as ſeem 2 
not capable of being diſprov d, and which we 
might confirm with innumerable Inſtances : | 
of late, to ſhewwhat foreign Correſpondence j 
they have always kept with our Enemies. It | = 
is well known in the /a/7 Reign how often the | 
Diſſolutions of our Parliaments were ſettl'd 1 
and decreed (I don't ſay bought at the =— 
Hague) tho' it was no difficult Matter to - 
gueſs how, and from whom thoſe ſurprizing | 
Events came at home, there having been 
a conſtant Fellow. feeling betwixt the Two : 
Parties, and a Line of Communication : 1 
drawn over the Seas. Are they not at pre- = 
ſent plotting Miſchief againſt the Church of 
England at the Court of Hannover, where 
3 75 have ſent and maintain'd their ſedi- 
tious Agents and Atheiſtical Emiſſaries to 
repreſent it as a Schiſmatical Party, and 
. themſelves as the Church and great Body 
of the Nation, if * to poiſon and pre- 
poſſefss 


To 1 
poſſeſs the Suoceſſors to the Crown, with 
their lewd Notions and corrupted Prejudices 

againſt It? Thus they think to carry every 
thing by factious Caballing, both at home 
and abroad, by Bribery, Subornation, and 
everlaſting Lying, (their great Arcana Im- 
peri and Myſteries of State,) and to bear us 
down by their impudent boaſting of the 
Number of their Legion, who are always 
ready at the Watch- word and Signal given, 
to mob the Houſe of Commons, aſſaſſinate 
Her Majeſty, and join with any foreign 
Enemy to invade the Kingdom, and ſub- 
vert our Church and Government. Net they 
are entirely diſengag d from all foreign 4 
teres, and can have none, but that of the 
Nation, by which we may be ſure, they al- 
ways mean heir oum. And leaſt we ſhould 
want a Proof how ſolicitous they have been 
in ſerving it, they have the Confidence and 
Folly to produce the Scozch, their dear Bre- 
thren in Iniquity and Rebellion, for an 
Inſtance: Whoſe Quarrels and Divifions 
with us, they have ſo heartily eſpous'd, and 
ſo ſucceſsfully Fomented, that they have 
brought us under a viſible Danger of a D:/- 
union upon Her Maje$y's Demiſe; and all 


the fad Calamities that may attend that 
un- 


N _ .__. 

unhappy Hour, and have given a fair Occa- 
. fron for all thoſe that are in theintereſt of the 
pretended Prince, to exernte their evil De- 
Agnus. Our Author ſeems not here ſo cauti- 
ouſly to ſtand upon his Guard; but has un- 
awares ſlipt a Secret which his Party will 
give him no Thanks for, that the moſt 
likely Method of introducing a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſsor, and the French Power, is by the 
Presbyterians in Scagfand, who are as much 
{worn Enemies, by Principle, to the Go- 
vernment of our State, as they are to our 
Church, and with whom our Diſſenters in 
England never fail d to join, for the Extir- 
pation of Both. And as at preſent they 
ſtand equally divided from Both, ſo tis to 
be fear d, that the Arms they are now raiſing, 
will be as Deſtructive to the Engliſh Mo- 
narchy, as themſelves have been to Epiſco- 
pacy: And can we think, upon ſo Glorious 
an Occaſion as this Unzver/al Reformation, 
this Root and Branch-H/ork as they call it, 
our Whigs and Presbyterians here will be 
Idle, forget themſelves, Deſert their Old 
Friends, Renounce the Devil and their In- 
tereſt ; or, that they'll be miraculouſly Diſ- 
poſſeſs d of the Spirit of Rebellion, by a 
ſtrange Metamorpboſis turn Honelt, * 
; ud 
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ſudden Averſion to Murder and Sacriledge, 
and defend that Eſtabliſſiment, which they 
never omitted an . yd of Ruining? 
PD. yin and 1x. Theſe, one would think, 
were Reaſons ſufficient 4 
ment Jealous of fuch a Faithleſs A, S:ubborn 
Generation,(who never ſet their Hearts aright 
either to their God or King, a People never to 
be won with Kindneſs, or controll d by Laws 
andPenalties)to bree aht or fence a galt the 
threatning Danger of their mutinous De- 
figns,and ſeditious Stratagems, which will be 
always found to end, as well as begin in Po- 


pery. Had the Succeflors of that Wiſe, Re- 


ſolute and Victorious Princeſs,Queen Eliaa- 
beth, put the Laws She ſo prudently made 
againſt them, in ritt Execution, we ſhould 
have little Reaſon to fear, either Popery or 
Popiſ . Succeſsors. Which excellent Laws 
could no more be term'd unjuſt Hard/bips, 
than they would have been found unhappy 
Meaſures, being only neceflary Guards for 
the Preſeryation of that Church and Go- 
vernment, which they were continually 
aflaulting, and without which, it could not 
poſſibly have been ſecure from the reſtleſs 
Malice aud undermining Treachery of theſe 


home-bred Incendiaries; and which, to ſpeak 
| 2 - 


make any Govern | 
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the Truth, were only the juſt Effects and 
Puniſhments of thoſe frequent Plots and 
Rebellions, wherewith they infeſted the 
Quiet, and hazarded the Safety, of the King- 
dom. Whoever that Author was, cited in 
this Dedication, who told Her Majeſty, 
That. Her Royal Uncle was a Secret, and 
Her Father a profeſs'd Introducer of Popery, 
and Popiſh SucceſSrs, He was but à bad 
Precedent for this Pamphleteer to imitate': 
the Reflection might in Decency; have bin 
ſpard, in an Addreſs to ſo near a Relation, 
upon whom this odious anuendo is intended 
to Glance; to derive on Her the ſame 
Blackning | Suſpicion: they have fixt upon 
Her whole Line. But ſuch Men as theſe, 
being ſo conſiderable a Part of the Govern- 
ment, can have the Confidence to tell their 
King, That Their Conſent mit be always 
ast d, in making Wars and Alliances; and 
what is done without Their Advice, is con- 
trary to the Genius, ' and'[ntere/# of the Peo- - 
ple. Now thoſe Deceas'd Princes, whoſe Aſhes 
this Raker of Scandal fo rudely:Difturbs, as 
they were the greateſt Examples of Mercy, 
and unparallel d Condeſcenſion to the Diſ- 
ſenters, ſo they were the moſt unfortunate 
Precedents for it; having by this W 
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tha;imprudent: Mikdneſfs, and oven K In- 
dulgence, l given them the Power and Op- 
portunity of bringing all thoſe, deplorable 
Trouhles and Diſaſters up D Heads: 
A tho' Dead, per cry Nen 10 ſpeak a ſe- 
_cxet Admonit ion to Her Preſent Majeſty, the 
Laſt Relick of their Royal Progeny, to Be- 
ware of Cheriſhing thoſe Serpents in Her 
Boſom, who Sting to Death their beſt Bene- | 
factors, Who take great Kindneſſes for the 
Worſt of Injuries, who never Forgive thoſe 
whom they have firſt Wrong d, tho' they 
themſelves are ſo frequently Forgiven; and 
was) Reſolve ta be Ungrateful for thoſe 
Exceeding Favours, which they find them- 
ſelves Incapable of Repaying. But, as this 
infamous Scribler, who rather than miſs 
an Opportunity af Railing, would Vent 
his malicious Scandal on the Dead, ſo when 
it ſerves his Turn, he can proſtitute his 
mean Flattery an the Dead too, perhaps 
as lirtledeſerving _ ow as the Former 
the Other ein | 
For to ebend is b 0 ee Parallel; 
ſo frequently drawn betwixt Her Majeſty, | 
and Her Predeceſſor? Can it be intended 
for any ching elſe, but to Leſſen and Up- 
n. Her With his Magnify'd and e 

orbi- 


1 59-]. 
orditant Praiſes & Hus She nat as mich 
af Heart the Liberss of Her Sulpe lx, and 
"the. Preſervai? ion g, the Proto ant Religion, 
tho She does not Lean fo favourably to the 
Diſſenters, as tu Patronize One in Oppo- 
fit ion to the Other? Har Se not Gang ad 
 #be Pravate Ma vis A the. Court, 15 the 
general Good aud luclinatiom of :Her People, 
by ſhewing Her Self to have an Heart en- 

— Eugliſo? Has She Given up the In- 
tereſt, Power, Trade, or Priviledges of Her 
Own Kingdom, to Gratify, or Enrich the 
Avarice, Ambition; or Uſurpation of For- 
reign Perſons: and Governments? Has She 
not Chang d the Intrigues of a Cabinet, for 
a conſtant Attendance” on a full Council; 

and has She not always follow'd the good 
Advice of that beſt of Couneils, Her Free 
Parliament, wherein there are no Curt 
Penſionors, to buy and ſell the Liberty and 
and Property of the Subject, and to en- 
danger Both, by ſtickling for a Fanding 
Arm, no multiplying Places, to Bribe In- 
digent and Mercenary Members, Men, nei- 
hs of-Honour, Conſcience, Family, orRe- 
putation, to Barter for, and Sacrifice their 
Lonſtitution and Country? Has She not 


pY * ued. fue Meaſm ares, hich are ne- 
GE ceſſary 
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of ns Proves, nth open: Booty 
Dea Partition? Has She Alienated the 
Eſtate of the Crown Laviſh'd che Immenſe 
Supplies of Her Parliaments, or! Sunk the 
Credit of the) ro heguer?ꝰ Has She not, by 
Her Own Care and Frugality, and the Pru- ; 


dent and Faithful Adminiſtration of Her 


* 


Preſent Lora Treaſurer, Leſſen d the Pub- | 
liel Debt, Rais d Her Own, and Retriey'd 
the Nation's Reputation? Has She not, to 
eaſe Her Kingdom of ww heavy Burden of 
Taxes, generouſly given à large Part of 
Her Revenue towards the Expence of the 
War, Retrenchd Her Grandeur, tö Ad- 


vance that of Her Subjects, and Encreasd 


Her Own Trouble,” to Leſſen their 8 And 
2 Her Diffuſive Charity has not bee 


en con- 

d within the Compaſs of Her own Domi 
nions} How widely has ſhe extended it to the 
diſtreſſed Proteſtants abroad? But to ſhew 
Her peculiar Tenderneſs and Concern for 
that Church, of which She is ſo Indulgent 
a Nur/ing-Mother, has She not Exceeded 
the Generofity of Her Royal Anceſtors to 
it, and ſettled ſuch a Tranſeendent Bounty 


upon its poor and laborious Members, as 
| at 


— 
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1 once ſhews Her true Chriſtian Zeal to 
promote Gons Glory, in maintaining the 
Juſt Dignity of his Worſhip and Religion; 
and the Honour of Her People, in taking 
off ſu viſible a Reproach upon them? Has 
She not Raisd the moſt Learned and Or- 
thodox Meinbers of the Clergy, into the 
Higheſt and moſt Sacred Orders and Offices 
of Tine Church, to Support Its PDoctrines, 
Exert Its Diſcipline, and Defend Both, 
againſt Its moſt Irreconcilable Enemies? 
Has She not reſtor d it out of its ſinking, 
and danguihing Condition, to its primitive 
| dor and Beauty? And to conſummate 
Her Character, Have not Her Heroick 
Generals, by God's Good Providence, and 
Her Wiſe Conduct and Counſel, Retrievd 
the Ancient Honour of the Eugliſb Valour, 
both by Sea and Land; and Humbl'd and 
Defeated. the United Pride and Force of 
France and Spain? And doubtleſs, when 
Her Victorious Arms ſhall have brought 
the Haughty Houſe of Bourbon to Sue for 
a Peace (which ſeems ſo near) She will take 
all poflible Care to Secure the Prote/lant 
Religion. to Poſterity, (which truly might 
be bin an Article of Peace, without As- 
HE the Pope's Supremacy ) and a | 
A . 
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Advance the Hugliſib Trade, equal at leaſt, 
to that of our Allies, the Dutch. If in all 


theſe things She has ſo Nobly Excecded 


the Meaſures of Her Predeceſſor of Im- 
mortal Memory if Her Succeſſes: have bin 
Greater than He cou d Miſb, or. Prepare 
things for, We are glad to find the Diffenters 
own, That 17 was Reſerv'd by Providence 
70 render Her Reign Glorious, and Her. 
Memory Precious to ſuccceding Aves. And 
We Pee the Diſſenters will pardon Her 
Majeſty, if while She allows them a Pree 
Toleration (tho not that Eftabliſhment 
they expected in the former Government, 
which made them ſo Forward 10 run all 
Hazards and Difficulties to ſecure it) She 
labours to Tranſmit the Church of England 
to Poſterity; which whatever Lance 
is granted to Sectariſts, can never be pro- 
vok d to complain of a Per ſecution, much 
leſs, to alarm Her Majeſty with the Jea- 
loufies and Fears of Sc Preſeruatin. 
P. x. Tho this is the conſtant Method 
of the Diſſenters, who always pretended an 
imaginary Notion of an apprehended Per- 
ſecution, a ſufficient Cauſe for Rebellion, and 
here obliquely threaten Her Majeſty, that 


if the Occaſional Bill ſhoud pals, into a 
Law, 
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Law, that it mju prove u Temptation 1 
their t6eak and priwuts Spirits to dliſlurb the - 
Publick'; to throw oft that uneaſy Re- 
ſtraint the Legiſrtive Power ſhou'd think 
fit to lay on ſuch turbulent and factious 
Malignants, Is it not then an amazing 
Thing to hear thoſe Men, at the fame 
time, talk of that Paſſive Obedience they 
haue paid the Laws, who have bin ſo often, 
and ſo eaſily provok d by the Devil, and 
their Infatiable' Luſts, 0 enter into 
Moaſures, which (as they themſelves, to 
their own everlaſting Shame, here acknow- 
ledge) cam neuer ſecure them,” nor they 

Juli,? But what will fuch M onſters in Sin 
ſtick at, who have the Impudence to deny 
ſuch open, and inconteſtable Matters of 
Fact, and call all their horrid Conſpiracies 
againſt the Church and Government, from 
the Time of Queen Eligabeth, down to the 
Rye- Houſe Plot, and thence to Her Ma- 
jeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, and up- 
wards, Spam. Plots? As if the Legal Con- 
demnations, Confeſſions, and Executions 
of all the Villains, convicted in this long 
Series of Rebellion, were nothing elſe, but 
a ſolemn Murder, and bloody Pageantry: 
deg their being Hang'd * Rebellion was 
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to Die Martyrs, and a Jgſuit s Plea at 
1 Tyburn, was the fitteſt Copy for a Diffent. t⸗ 
ing Regicide to follow. Are theſe he 
Trials. of their ſufferine Vertues? Can 
there be ſo foul an Aſperſion upon All our 
Kings and Queens, and Both Houſes of Par 
liament, to Arraign their Authority, an 
Queſtion their Veracity and Juſtice, and to 
turn the Judges themſelves into the Vileſt 
of Criminals; And even this to the very 
Face of Her Majeſty? Truly from hence 
we might expect, in the Diſſenters Ca- 
lendar, to ſee the Apostles and Saints Ca- 
hier d, to make way for Regzicides in Red 
Letters, and  Baxter's Saints Everlafting 


Reg, (wherein ſome of theſe Confeſſors of 


Hell, are Canoniz d,) with Zudiow's New 
Goſpel, put in the place of the Abdicated 
Bible. 

its 3 xI. It is not, it ſeems, enough 
to Gratify the graſping Defigns of the Diſ- 
ſenters, to Enjoy the Benefit of a Toleration, 
but they muſt Leſſen and Degrade the Ea- 
bliſÞd Church, of which Her Majeſty .is the + 
Head, with the little, narrow Denomina- 
tion, 'of a Party. As if the Queen, becauſe 
ſheis engag d in the Confederacy, is as much 
Oblig' d by the Concern 1 has for the (m. 

mon 
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min Intereſt *to' Defend all Proteſtant 
Churches, as ſhe is by Oath bound to De- 
fend Her Own. Tho! Her Majeſty is juſtly 
ſuppos d to have a very due Regard for all 
Proteſtants Abroad, yet we hope ſhe may 
be allow d to make n Diſtinctiofl of Favour 
to that Church, which the bears ſo near and 
honourable a Relation to, without being 
thought Guilty of Partiality, or Per ſecu- 
tion of the Diſſenters, ho wou'd Engroſs - 
to themſelves the onely Name of Pro- 
Zeflant Churches; and from whom, if we 
are Diſcriminated, it can never be by Un 
neceſſary: Term of Communion. > Her Ma- 
jeſty is willing indeed 40 hring the Diſſenters 
into the Church, but not by thoſe ſcan- 
dalous Merhods of Occafional Conformity ; 
She is inclinable to Reſtrain their Force and 
Violence, but by juſt and yet gentle Means, 
to make em Neal and Eutire, not 90% 
critical and Partial Members 64 
She wou'd allow their Diſſent, to be roche 
their  Misfortune, than Fault, were/ſhe ſure, | 
that it was not their Prejudic'd Choice, aid 
that they didn't witfully Offend againſt the 
cleareſt Light, and conviction of Reaſon ; 
Aagainſt theexpreſs Laws of God, as Well as 
_ gull! She Would allow their Plea of Con- 
D | ſcience, 


RDR 


ſcience, did it not 8 too much Uke 04 
Finacy and Perverſeneſs, and were it not a 
meer Term of Cant, ſo often us d to cover 
the blackeſt Impiety. She knows, that 

Men have a Rig 75 to Obey the Dictates of 


they ought not to Deſecrate and Vilify that 
Venerable and Holy Name, by Sanctifying 
every fingular fantaſtical Opinion, or ſot- 
tiſn Abſurdity, and ridiculous Prepoſſeſſion 
of Mind, with it. She is ſure, that if the 
Diſſenters are really Men of Conſcience, 
they can neyer be Brib d, or Intimidated, 
4 Civil Privileges ſhould accompany. their 
Conver/con. She wou'd confent, That Men 
ſhou d enjoy their Opinions, if they wou d 
not impudently Aſſert em with Noiſe and 
Tumult, in Oppoſition to Her Eftabliſh'd 
Religion. She thinks Men's Integrity may 
be beit judg d by their Oatiſul Behaviour to 
the Government, and Un/eigrd Obedience, 
and, yet would have the Laws vigorouſly 
Executed, to enforce that Obedience, as 
much among the Diflenters, as the Mem- 
bers of her own Communion. 

P. x1. The Diſſenters have here the Gon 
fidence, „to State the Church af England 
* on the ie Property; in p- 
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peftzbane to all: thoſe Sects and Churches 
that Differ from Her. Through this Whole 
Pamphlet, they pretend to an Abfoiute Right 
re their Religion, | Excluſive of, and Pre. 
vous to All Laus. But ſince the Grant of f 
the Act of Toleration,: they Preſume to be =— 
Founded on an equal. E/tabli/bment with 
that of the Church; and conſequently, look 

on) their Religion as much a Property to 

them, as they think Ours to be to us. In- 

deed, when a Man has a natural Right to 

the Exerciſe of the True Religion, accord- 9 
ing to the Goſpel, in a Chriſtian Country; 

and that natural Right ſhall be fo enforc'd 

by humane Laws, as to:render the Exerciſe 

of his Religion as ſecure to him, as the 
Enjoyment of his Property; that Religion, 

with reſpect to humane Laws, does be- 

come to him a kind of Property.” But 

then the Church of Chriſt owes neither its 

Being, nor Spiritual Nature, nor Priui. 

leges, to the humane Legiſlature, tho it 

may rejoice: to find it ſelf protected and 
ſupported by the ſecular Arm, and the 

Edicts of Pious Princes, who become - 
Nur/mg Pathers to it. Thus it flouriſh'd 

more in the Time of that Religious Em- 

Peron) Coiftantine the Great, who 10 —_— | 

I e 
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deſerwd this Character arid; ſeem'd, by 
Gods peculiar Providence, rais d for its 
Sanpbr; than under his perſecuting Prede- 
ceſſors, who Eclips'd its Glory. It is evi- 
dent, that God made uſe evemof Tea then 
Princes, to defend the Jewiſh: Church a- 
gainſt their Enemies; yet, this cou'd be 
thought no more a Diſparagement to that 
Church, than it is to the Chriſtian, to be 
Maintain'd by humane Power. Tho' our 
Religion is by Legal Statutes as much ſe- 
curd to us as our Property, yet does not this 
make it a bare Properiy, diveſt it of 
its intrinſick Nature and Excellence, or 
place its Being in Circumſtantials? If 
Laws are made to preſerve it, is it there- 
fore founded purely and abſolutely on thoſe 
Laws; or, does it take its native Perfection 
from them; :tho', under God, it may Owe 
its Security to them The Eſtabliſhment 
therefore of our Church on the Legiſlative 
Authority, can no more be thought to 
affect its inward Conſtitution, ſo as to 
make it onely amount to a Property 1 
than the Confirmation and Support of it 
by humane Laws, can be term'd a Diſtruſt 
of God's Care over it. It being neceſſary | 
ODE the ä and „ 
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4 Mankind) that Divine Laws: ſhould 
| ſometimes be enforc'd by Humane, as well 
as Humane by Divine. And therefore, I 
hope, we may juſtly retort the arrogant 
Charge of Ignorance, upon our Author, for 
Entertaining ſo little an Opinion of our 
Church, and deba/ing it by ſuch mean and 
abſurd Similitudes, being wholly unac- 
quainted with the Nature, either of its 
Doctrine, or Diſcipline. But, tho' the 
Diſſenters were here Eſtabliſh'd by Law, 
all the humane Laws, that might be E- 
nacted, could never legitimate their chm, 
or give them the true Nature and Conſti- 
tution of a Church, as failing in its very 
Eſſence, and Orders; or, endow them with 
true Spiritual Advantages, having by their 
Schiſm (however they pretend to be United 
to Proteſtant Churches) ſeparated them- 
ſelves, not onely from/ the Communion of 
the Catholick Church in general, but from 
the Communion of all the particular 
Churches in the World. 
P. xlr. And yet they nes afſume to 
W the Title of being he Trueſi 
Friends to Her Maje/iy's Perſon ana Go- 
 vernment, as ſhe is at the Head of all Pro- 
deftant Churches; and arrogate the whole 

FIN Force 


5 Force of Her Power, to the Strength 
derived from their Body. But, if our 
Bleffed Saviour s Maxim, which is as truly 
Political, as Divine, may determine this 
Point, If every Kzngdom and Houſe divided 
again it ſelf; cannot Hand, to theſe Men 
muſt be Owing, not onely the Weakneſs, 
but the very Diſſolution of that Govern- 
ment; who, by being Carry d on by a Fu- 
rious and Miſtaken Zeal, Rend it with un - 
neceflary Separation, and inteſtine Faction, 
10 its unſpeakable Prejudice, at a Time 
When our Enemies are BoaSting of their 
Srength and Numbers,whereby they furniſh 
em with a better Opportunity of Concer ting 
their Meaſures, without Diſcovery, or In- 

 Zerruption. And yet, Theſe are that Fazth- 
ul Part of Her Maßes Subjects, that 
ſhe is Zo place a Confidence in; Men, Nur- 
turd, and Bred-up from their Cradles, in 
the Principles of Schiſm and Rebellion; 
whoſe fecret Jealouſies and Machinations, 
the moſt Mild and Indulgent Reigns cou d 
never Prevent; who coud enter into a 
curſed Covenant, to take up Arms againſt 
the King's Perſon, to ſecute his Royal 
Dignity, and to Maintain the Proteſtant 
Religion, by extirpating the Church * _ 
= and. 
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land... But, to Divert us from a cloſer 
Search into their Conſpiracies, we find em 
here, with our Author, Shifting their own 
Gailt on the Zacobizes ; as if, by bringing 
them on the Stage, they thought to 
ſhelter themſelves, as tho' they were not 
as dangerous. Enemies to our Conſtitution. 

Now, if we were to draw a Parallel betwixt 
theſe Two Parties, we ſhall find the Bal- 
lance fall on that fide, on which they as 
18 expect, as they are unwilling to bear 
For as the One, out of a Principle of 
3 is ſo unhappy, as not to be 
able to comply with the preſent Govern- 
ment; and is content, on that Account, 
to ſuffer the Loſs of all Temporal Ad van- 
tages, and does by his upright, tho miſta- 
ken Opinion debar himſelf of all ſecular 
Rights and Priviledges, and, as twere, eu- 
clude himſelf out of the Political Body of 
his own Country; ; the Fanatick, by being 
imbodied in the Government, like a ſecret 
Canker, corrodes and preys upon the very 
Vitals of it; and is ready to ſwallow any 
Oath, tho never ſo impious and contra- 
dictory, and keep it as religiouſly as he 
takes it, having his Comprehenſive Latitu- 


ar ſtretching Conſcience, commen- 
ſu rate 


[ 32 J 
ſurate to ig Intereſt and never inter- 
fering with it; His Religion rifing and 
falling with his Gain; reconciling God and 


Mammon, and making Christ and Belial 


the equal Objects of his Adoration. And 
doubtleſs, ſuch Godly Infidels have an high 
Claim to the Seariß of Government, and 
may very juſtly boaſt of their Fidelity to 
their Oaths, who have bin forward, on all 
Occaſions, to Swear to any thing that turns 


uppermoſt; and who, in the ſhort Space 


of but One Year, cou'd ſubſcribe to, and 
ſucceſſively abjure a Gallymawfry of Five 
ſeveral ſorts of Governments, and particu- 
larly that of the Royal Family, which 


yet they have here the Modeſty to upbraid 


Her Majeſty with, as if . were inſtru- 
mental ini its Reſtoration. 40. (i 

PV. XIII. V Her Mafegy s Wi [do and 
Goodneſs reach'd no further , . than theſe 
Mens unßeigned Obedience, we might 
juſtly fear Her Government wou'd be laid 
on as Hallou,, as ſlippery Foundation; 


that She might ate. deſcend from a 


Queen, to become a Subject; be an Head 
of a Church, without a Body; ſhare a 
Titular Su premacy in England with the 
nl and, with the Poor 2 Cle. 
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gy in Seoflind; Tue for a Toleration, and be 
deny d. But our Author's good Manners is 

always of a piece with his Reaſon, who is 
conſtantly leading Her Majeſty backward, 
and treating Her with an ungrateful Retro- 
ſpect of the Miſeries, and Misfortunes of Her 
Royal Family, and giving Her to underſtand, 
what ſhe muſt expect Her lf, in the like 
Caſe; by here 1 imputing thoſe Miſeries to 
the Severities us d against the Diſfenters. 
A Falſhood ſo full of Rudeneſs, Impudence 
and Ignorance, that nothing, but that diffu- 
five. and aſtoniſhing Good-Nature, ſo pe- 
culiar to this Family, (which did not 
only pardon, but forget their unparalleld 
Villanies,) cou d forgive! For, none but 
ſuch Wretches as theſe, that are hardened 
in their Sins, beyond the Power of Grace 
and Repentance, cou d ever have the Face 
to aſſert, That all the Calamities, that fell 
upon that unhappy Line, didn't entirely pro- 
ceed from their Mildneſs and Clemency, and 
the unadvis'd Indulgence, which they gave 
this inſidious Party of Rebels, ever thri- 
ving upon Toleration, gaining Ground by 
Permiſſion, encroaching. upon, defying, 
and at length overturning that gracious 
Government , under which they are ſo 
E mer- 
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mercifully and) unhappily: cherifli'd;" And: 
What | Advantages accrued: ito vl Nation 
ty the Mildneſsiof the: lat Government," is 
ſadly evident, from the execrable Swarm 
of Sectariſts that then over:run and 
eclips d the very Face SE) the Church, 
whillt Atheists, DeiSts, Triibeiſts, . 
ciniams, Philadeiphians, &c. (not to men- 
tion all the ſpurious and equryocal Breed of 
heterogeneous Diſſenters,) flouriſh'd, and al- 
moſt trrumph'd upon the Ruines of the 
Eſtablinment. 

P. xl, xv. The notorious and infoleut 
Defences, that are every Day publiſh'd of 
that abominable Rebellion fince Forty One, 
which is here! gently ſmooth'd over with 
the Complement and Title of Unhappy 
Troubles, are but a very odd Indication how 
much theſe Men are /orry for the Wicked- 
nels of their Forefathers; and give us too 
much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that they want 
only an Occaſion to act over the ſame bloogy 
Scene and Trageay' again, as they are 
pleas'd for once juſtly to term it. So that 
they ſin afreſh, and by renewing, par- 
take of the Guilt of their Predeceſſors; 
nay, if it were poſſible, would exceed 
it, and are ſo far from being concluded 

under 
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under an AF. of Grace and Oblivion," that 
they aggravate their Offences; and really 
ſtand in need of a New. One to pardon 
them. So that the dreadful Woe, which 
our Saviour denounced: againſt the Serebes- 


and Phariſees, (their ancient Picture and 
Example,) will, I fear, fall moſt deſer - 
vedly upon them. Mo unto you Scribes, 
Phariſees and Hypocrites, becauſe ye build 
the Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſb the 
Sepulchres of the Righteons'; and ſay, if we 
had bin in the Days of our Fathers, we 
2v0u d not have bin Partakers with them in 
the Blood of the Prophets. Wherefore ye 
be Witneſſes unto your Selues, that ye are 
the Children of them which kill d the Pro- 
phets, and allow the Deeds of your Fathers, 
and jill up the Meafure of heir Sins. Te 
Serpents, Generation of Vipers, how can 
ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? However, 
they think to wipe off this indelible Stain, 
by urging, that their Anceſtors were inſtru- 
mental in the Reſtoration of the Royal Fa- 
mily. But, did they not firſt force the 
King, when they Crown'd him Priſoner in 
Scotland, to fwallow their So/emn League 
gnd Covenant ; and left that: _ 4 not 000 
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bin ſufficient. ro have aund hir Su it 
Curſe, did they not barbarouſly compel 
him, to ſign a Declaration of the Juſtice 
done to the [dolatry f his Mother's, and 
the Bloodineſ of his Father's Houſe ; with 
anavowd Condemnation of their Treaſon 
againſt their Subjects, wherein he had ated 
under his Father, when Prince of Wales ? 
And to palliate all theſe deteſtable Practices, 
their Writers of this diſmal Hiſtory, have 
endeayoured, with all falſe Colours and 
Miſ-repreſentations, to ſlur over their 
Guilt, and defire that thoſe Times may be 
bury d in Silence, which they find them- 
ſelves ſo incapable of defending ; and, that 
the Thirtieth of January may be blotted - 
out of the E7g/z/þ Calendar; upon which 
doleful Commemoration, and ſolemn De- 
precation of God's Wrath and Vengeance, 
due to that good- Princes Blood, the De- 
fence of our Church againſt Presbytery as 
much depends, as its Preſeryation from 
Popery on the Fi/th of November ; they 
being the Two great Bulwarks againſt, 
and the juſteſt Reproaches upon, our 
_ Implacable Enemies. And this they 
require, upon their [Meritorious La- 
bours, in bringing about the Revolution; 
| as 


Toy "I 
as if that cou'd attone for the Murder of the 
Blefled Martyr , or the ſetting up one 
Prince, cou d expiate for the Jepo/zng and 
maſſacring Another. But the Principles 
and Practices of the Presbyrerians have bin 
always the ſame, the modern Diſſenters 
abet what their Forefathers committed; 
and conſequently (as our Author himſelf 
acknowledges) deſerve the ſame Puniſh- 
ments due to thoſe Exiravagancies, as 
thoſe worſt of Crimes are here /{ightly call'd 
and extenuated. But if the Diffenters 
wou'd, in good Earneſt, convince the Na- 
tion, that they don't juſtify theſe villa- 
nous Practices, let their preſent Miniſters 
ceaſe from inſtructing and educating their 
Youth, in the ſame wicked Principles, 'in 
their Schools and Seminaries ; and, let'em 
draw up a ſolemn Abhorrence of the Mur- 
der of King Charles I. without palming 
upon us, the antiquated Impoſture of a 
ſuſpicious Catalogue of their Quondam 
Saints. But till they do this, no Prince 
can act unjuſtly, if like that God, whoſe Vice- 
Gerent and Repreſentative he is, He puniſbes 
the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
dren, eſpecially when the Children openly 


* See the Appendix of rhe Rights of the Diſſenters. 
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2 | avow, maintain, and wou'd repeat their 

©. Father's Guilt, and by making it their own, 
become actual Trangreflors. 

F. xxx. It is an unaccountable ſort ol policy, 
the Piffenters have of late practis d, to 
Appeal to thoſe Writings for their Defence, 
which are the moſt direct Proofs againſt 
em. Among which, none could have bin 
more A Cocky cited again, than' the Ex- 
cellent and moſt Faithful H:&ory of the Ld. 

Clarendon; an Hiſtory, which cannot be 
too often Perus'd by every Englith Gentle- 
man, that has a Regard for the Security 
of his Church, or the Safety of our Con- 

ſtitution. That Noble Writer has ſhewn 
the unexpected Events, and unreaſonable 
Conſequences, that flow d from a Hrict, and 
74, tho by ſome thought Rigorous Diſ- 
cipline, both in Church and State,  zea- 
louſly Exerted upon Men, that were con · 
tumaciouſly Reſolv'd to Obey it in Neither. 
That de Defender of Both, is ſo 
far from Imputing this Miſchief to the 
Male Aumini tration of the Bleſſed Martyr, 
or the Illegality of the things requir'd, that 
he . to Juſtify them, with the 
utmoſt Force of Argument and Eloquence, 
and Fry truly Imputes all thoſe Diſaſters 
+ to 
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to the Conduct and Principles oi the Puri. 


tanicab Ring- Leaders of the Rebellin who 
by Miſrepreſenting the Deſigns of tlie 
Aim and Court, as tending to Introduce Ar- 
bitrary Power and Popery (the everlaſting 
Quant of the: Fanatick Agi the Church 
V Euglaud) debauch'd and miſled his Sub- 
jects NN all that ſad and deplorable Series 
of Injuſtice, Diſtraction and Miſery. . Bur, 
Suppoſing, Things had been frain't too far 
in (huroh aud State, mut Mens Minds be 
rank/d, and carried on to ſuch ſanguinary 
Extremities? Muſt the King be Murder'd, 

and the whole Nation involv'd in Blood 
and Ruine, if a petty Fault, or Miſcarri- 
age be committed, or ſmall Occaſions given; 
muſt a mighty Combuſtion be rais d out of 
a Spark, and little Crimes be puniſned 
with infinitely greater? Certainly none 

but thoſe,” who -wiſh' the fame fatal Con- 
Tequences, none but the Diflenters, can la- 
mem that they have not #he Pomor tu [crew 
up things to the ſame Pitch again. Wich 

as they could ſtruggle for, under the mild 
Adminiſtration of King Charles I. ſo they 
actually do now, under as gentle a Reign, 
that of his Grand- Daughter, and by Pro- 
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as much without a Precedent. If we muſt 


not endeavour to diveſt em of Power, till 


they are capable of exerting it, we ſhall 
then find it too late to offer to diſarm 


them, when they have the Sword in their 


Hands, which they never yet laid down, 
till it was glutted with the Blood of their 
Oppoſers. _ 
H. xv. Tho' the 5 of BN "A 
ever fince the Reformation, appear d with 
ſuch invincible Courage, Reaſon, and 
Learning, againſt the Innovations and Er- 
rors of Popery, and particularly, to its 
Honour, at a time when it lay under its 
ſevereſt Trial, and the moſt dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions of it, whilſt the Diſſenters 
(to their eternal Reproach be it remem- 
ber d) not only ſtood by, and were ſilent, 
but complemented and careſs d the Popiſh - 
Agents; yet the old groundleſs Aſperſion of 


 Popery muſt be the continual Cry againſt 


Her, notwithſtanding her indefstigable La- 


bours to convince the World of the con- 
trary. The Con ſtitution of the Church was 


ſo fully and clearly ſtated, that inſtead of 
adminiſtring the leaſt Suſpicion that way, 
it ſtood as the main Fence againſt Po- 
Pery in the World. And that Blefled Wider 5 


a _. wv © | 
tyrArch-Biſhop Laud, who as ſtrenuouſſy 
defended its Faith by his Writings, as he 
nobly ſeal'd it with his Blood; was ſo emi- 
nent an Inſtance, both of its genuine Purity, 
and Apoſtolical Truth, as, one wou d think, 
in itſelf ſufficient; to put an everlaſting Si- 

lence to fo unreaſonable and malicious a 
Slander, and to ſet his Own and the Churchs 
Character above the impotent Defamations 
of ſuch weak Scriblers, as this Author. For, 
How - cou'd this Primitive and Orthodox 
Prelate be ſaid 70 Return to the Church of 
Rome, of which he never was a Member, 
and which he ſo conſtantly and vigorouſly 
oppos d? But it is the pious Policy of the 
Fanaticks, to caſt theſe popular Calum- 
nies at random, and to inſinuate any ſuſpi- 
cious Lye, that looks plaufible, and will 
ſerve their Turn, to b/acken their Adver- 
ſaries, tho not grounded on the leaſt Colour, 
or Shadow of Pretence. No Wonder that 
thoſe, who could dare to fix this falſe and 
odious Imputation on the ſpotleſs Majeſty 
of their Royal Sovereign, ſhould not ſpare 
the Reputation of that great Pillar of his 
Church. If the whole Courſe of their 
Lives, and every Action in it, that tended 
to evince the contrary, were not a ſuffi- 
1h 4 "3 cient 
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cient Confuta tian of this unjuſt Reproach, 
yet chef, laſt Dying Speeches, on the 8 


fold, might at leaſt claim the charitable 
| Credit that is uſually. given to ſuch ſolemn 


Proteſtations. Bui it ts enough for the 
Diſciple, that he be as his Mater, and the 
Servant as his Lord if they have called 
the MaSer of the Houſe, Beelzebub, Hon 
much more ſhall they call them of bis 


dals had the Effect for which they Were de- 
fgn'd; for theſe imaginary Fears of Po- 
pery, were thought a very juſtifiable 
Ground to induce the Diſſenters 20 ſubwert 
the Church of England, without being 
angry with. its Constitution. Now it the 


meer c Apbre henſiom of Danger, with them 
is a ſufficient Cauſe for Rebellion, (as is more 


than once aſſerted, in this Author's Dedi- 
cation) what Church, or Government, can 
be ſecure, when ever theſe Men ſhall be- 
lieve their own Dreams, or pretend to 
be Hag: ridden with the Bugbear Fears 
of Popety., and their own "Fantaſtical 
Phrenzy ? They run into Sacriledge and 


Prophaneneſs to avoid Super $7:7:07 , and 


becauſe they diſlik d ſome Ceremonies in 
our Religion, reſolv d, in their Fury, to 
diſ- 
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difcard all. What an ablure: and ridiculous 
Excuſe have we here for the Subyerſion of 
our Church, when we are told, that i- 
remain d entire, at the ſame time it was ut. 
terly deftroy du As if the Church could be 
entire, when all its Parts were rent in 
Pieces, when Fpi/copacy, the Effential Con- 
ſtitution of it, was remoy'd, An haven 
neether ius Reing. Fbundatiom, or Doctrine 
from Jeſus Chris, ar hit nofftes." This, 
it ſeems, was only he Rum of the Super- 
Hructures of the Church; as this Writer 
ſeurvily terms it; but tis well known, that 
the he, Body of the Chu reh, ſhar d fo 
much in this univerſal Havock and Deſola- 
tion, that ſcarce its Faith, the Rock upon 
which it was hut, remain d in ſeveral 
Places. Could then the Doctrines of the 
Church be ſaid to be preſerud, when 
neither its Creeds were openly profeſs d 
in Divine Worſhip, nor its Sacraments 
duly adminiſtred , but both of em caſt 
out and trampl d on, by that prophane, de- 
generate Rout of Sects, that roſe out of 
thoſe tumultuous , corrupted Times of - 
Confuſion ? 

P. xvl. Theſe are Remarks. which zhe 


* of our Church know to be' juſt, 
Fz and 


— 
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and ubicli rheyi ave ſenſible nabe good the 
Charges: brought aguiu em, from that in- 


e FHi/ory. of 'the Lord Clarendon. 
And certainly, Her Ma jeſty can have no 
Better a Foundation for a Hiftruſ of the 

Diſſenter's Allegiance and Fidelity, than 
that the ſame Diſaral Principles and 
Practices of their Forefathers (which are 
here ſometimes acknowledg'd to be Sinful) 
are yet often Juſtified and Abetted by the 
Preſent Body of their Succeſſors, and par- 
ticularly by this their ignorant, and impu- 
dent Repreſentative, and Advocate. From 
which; were there no other Argument 
alleg d to prove it, tis abundantly evi- 
dent, I Hat the Monarchy of England zs no? 
nom capable. of being ſupported, hut upon 


the Principles (hell Church of England, in 


Oppoſu 205 8 tothoſe of the Diſſenters, 20hich 
art dire contrary to. Monarchical and 
Eprſcopal: Government. A Conclufion as 
infallible in Reaſon; as it has always bin 
found in Experience, and on the due Ob- 


ſervation whereof, Her Majeſty will find 
the whole Security of Her Crown de- 


Pens. 
P XVI XVI This Author; Wemding to 
his uſual Modeſty, here Afferts, That there 

| ls | „ 
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are no Difſenters from the Principles of the 


Church of England, about Government. and 
Monarchy, but the Non. Jurors. That the 
Queens Title to the Crown # Founded 
ſolely upon the Revolution. That the Do- 
rine of Paſſeve Obedience, and the Denial 
of a Mutual Compact between the Prince 
and his Subjects, are Dangerous to the Mon- 
archy, as by Law Efgabliſb d. To which 
Propofitions, here Magiſterially laid down, 
without the leaſt ſhadow of Proof, it may 
be ſufficient to Reply on. the contrary, 
That every Sect of the Diſſenters is more 
an Enemy to the Principles of the Church 
of England, than the Non: jurors. That the 
— 8 Title to the Crown was not ſolely 
Founded on the Revolution. That the Do- 
ctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and the Denial 
of a mutual Compact detween the Prince and 
his Subjects, are not Dangerous to the Mon- 
archy, as by Law Eſtabliſh d. For have not 
the Diſſenters always oppos d the Principles 
of the Church in the Points of Eecleſiaſtical 
and Cuil Government, maintaining aRepub- 
lican Form in the One, and a Level Ad- 
miniſtration of Power in the Other? Were 
not Monarchy and Epiſcopacy equally Ab- 
borr Condemn d and Abjur ms | 
// 
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 Bucroachments upon the Right and Privi- 
ledge of the People, as Papiſb Supemſlition 
and [unovation, as the Anti- Chriſtian 


Marke of the Whore of Babylon? Did 


not their grand Rebellion, with ſolemn 
Renunciations, pull both down, and dont 


the Diſſenters ſtill, on the ſame Principle, 
ſeparatefrom 'em ? Whereas the Non-jurors. 


hold both, but ſeparate only as to the Per- 
jon, in whom they diſpute the Legal In- 
veſtiture of theſe Powers. Upon which 
Account the Diſſenters muſt be efteem'd 
much more dangerous to our Conftitution ; 
as being entire Enemies, to the very en- 
tial Form of it, eſpecially if we conſider 
the boaſted wealthy Numbers of the One, 
who dare threaten and defy the Govern- 
ment, and the inconſiderable Paucity, and 
poor Circumſtances of the Other, which 


render em incapable of moleſting it. As 


for Her Majeſty s Right to the Crown, no- 
thing, but the utmoſt Effrontery and Igno- 
rance, cou d induce any, but a profeſs d 


Rebel or Madman to aſſert, that it was not 
previous to the Revolution. Had She not an 


undoubted Right by Her Birth, or cou d 
that be forfeited by the Abdication of Her 
unhappy Father? The Parliament cou d 
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neither take away that Former Right, or 
give any New 7 but for ſome great 
and extraordinary Exigencies of State, per- 
mitted the Crown to reſt upon hat Prince 
Head, during His Life, whom he Conven- 


Lion had placed upon the Throne. As for 


Paſſive Obedience, it was always known to 


be the ſettled Doctrine of the Church of 


_ Englgud, as it is ſet forth and explain'd in 

Her Homilies and Liturgy, And it is in- 
deed not only founded on the expreſs Words 
of the Scripture, but it is a Doctrine ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for all Forms of Govern- 
ment, whether placed in the Hands of Oue 
or Many , that it is impoſſible they ever 
ſhould ſubſiſt, or be ſecure without it. For 
under all Forms of Government, theſe in- 
herent Nighis of. Sovereignty muſt be in- 
veſted in thoſe who have the Dominion. 
Namely, that He or They muſt have the: 
Power of the Sword to put Laws already 
made, in Execution. That He or 7 hey muſt 
have likewiſe the Power of giving the 
Ultimate Sanction and Ratification to new 


Laws: That neither He nor The are to be | 


reſiſted in the Execution of thoſe Laws, or 

tobe held reſpanfible to the People, to be Ar- 

1 Judg lor c Condemn dat — 
an 
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and Pleaſure; For if the People may be 
allow'd Arbitrarily to take upon em theJu- 
dicial, or Legiſlative Authority, to hinder 
| Laws from being Executed, or to Enact 
new ones, without Conſent of the Supreme 
M agiſtrate, or to Refiſt and call him to ac- 
count for his Actions, then muſt all ſuch Go- 
vernment be whollyPrecarious, without any 
ſettI'd Bottom or Foundation to reſt upon, 
| and liable every Moment to be ſubverted, 
- according to the Caprice'or Humour of the 
| giddy and inconſtant Multitude. In ſuch 
a Caſe, a King or Queen of Erg/and is juſt 
ſuch a Titular 'Creature, as the King of 
Sparta under the Dominion of the Ephor: ; 
and the ſame fatal conſequence mult ſuch 
Principles have in a Republick, which 
wou'd make the High and Mighty States of 
Holland, as Poor and Di/tre/s'd as when they 
ſued for a Peace, and Obnoxious every Day 
to be De-witted. As for the Imaginary 
Mutual Compact between the Prince and 
People, if this Author can ſhnew any ſuch 
ahi: in any Monarchy in the World, 


(all Monarchies being Inftituted by God) he 1 
will give us a very ſurpriſing Diſcovery in a 
Hiſtory, which has yet lain hid a Secret from P 
the nice — of the beſt Writers. As - OM 


the 


1 


the Aenne of England is a Monarchy 
Limited by Laws, ſo when the Diſſenters 


tell us, that they are Enemies to an A. 
ſolute Monarchy, they can be thought to 
mean nothing elſe, but ſuch Monarchies 


as are not of their on making, or any 
they can place that odious Imputation 


upon, as a ſpecious and juſtifiable Pretence 


for overturning them. For they have al- 
ways Remonſ/trated against the Obligations 
of Abs Re/iStance and Paſſrve Obedience ro 
the Crown, as being Originally, Rebels upon 
Principle. And when they pretend, that the 
| Right of Government is Lodg'd in the People, 
can any Man be ſo ſtupid, as to think they 
are ſuch Fools, as to mean the Body of the 
Church of England, to which they are Sworn 
and Implacable Enemies, and whoſe De- 
ſtruction and Annihilation they have Plot- 


ted, ever fince their firſt Riſe; like a Ba$ard- 


Brother conſpiring againſt the Life of the 
True Legitimate Heir and Fir$-Born to 
Eſtate and Dominion ? As for the Notion 
of Self- Preſervation, it has bin before 
made uſe of, to raiſe and foment Rebellion, 
and may be always alledg'd for that wicked 
-Purpoſe, whenever the miſ-grounded_ Jea- 

louſies, Fears, or ambitious Deſigns of the 


G AT People 
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People againſt their Governours ſhall ſug. 
ok; it, to Moleſt or Depoſe em; which we 
need,only appeal to the many ſadand notori- 
_ ous Inſtances, in our Hiſtory, to prove. The 
Diſſenters however, are here oblig'd to this 
Author, for the Illuſtrious Compariſon he 


has here drawn, betwixt them, and the Ce- 


vennois; which, how far it may hold good, I 
ſhall not ſtay to enquire, but think, it 1s a 
little odzons, and may ſerve, at leaſt, to de- 
monſtrate their Se//-Preſervine Loyalty 


but 1 believe their good Friends, the Dutch, 


will give this Author no Thanks, for ſetting 
the Cevennors above em, and affirming that 
They are more hearty Allies to Her MajesSty, 
than the United States, or the Emperor, 
whoſe Dominions She has ſo lately reicued 
out of that apparent Ruin and Deſolation, 
the French Arms had almoſt brought them 


under. But this Defender of Sedition could 


not forbear Complementing Rebellion, tho 
at the Expence of his Friends, well know- 
ing, that this was praiſing themſelves by 
Proxy; and, that the Honour he beſtow'd 


on them abroad, would reflect back un 


his own Party at home. 
FT. 18. The Diſſenters Notions of Govern- 
ment are of the ſame wild, Latitudinarian 
Model 


— 
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Model with their Chriſtianity, that leave 
Men under a ſtate of Univerſal Licenti- 
ouſneſs, to think or act as they pleaſe. 
And theſe are their Free Principles (as they 
call them) founded on the iq Rights of Hu- 
 manity, which render em Free Subjets, to 
Obey, or Diſobey, as they think fit, and to 
hold Allegiance to Her Majeſty, onely Du. 
rante Beneplacito. And was it not this, that 
neretofore carry'd them to Introduce a Com- 
mon-wealth to the Subver/ion of the known 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom? So that here 
ve find 'em Playing Faſt and Looſe with 
their Principles, in which they are always 
Occaſional Confor miſts, and can, to ſerve a 
turn, either Aſſert, or Deny em, and on 
that account, are more Dangerous to our 


Government, than Jacobites can be, wo 


openly profeſs, and ſtand to their Prin- 
ciples. ; e 
H. xIx. The Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, 
founded upon the Inſtitution of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, has bin ſo fully and ſolidly 
Demonftrated, by the Excellent Writers of 
the Church of Eneland, that there can be 
nothing more ſaid to Defend it. Yet the 
Diffenters (who are never to be conyincd 
buy Argument, or Learning) will in Defi- 
C A 
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* ance of both, allow the Biſhops to be only 
8 Lay-Elders, (a Moderate Scheme of Epiſco- 
pacy, to which ſome would have it "a d) 
and that their Power is reſolv'd into, and 
dependent upon, that of the State: Tho 
for ſome certain Reaſons, beſt known to 
themſelves, they are pleas d at preſent, 70 
. profeſs a great deal of Veneration for their 
. TLoraſbip Perſons, at the ſame time that 
they deny their Authority. But, to uſe 
a Certain Prelate's Expreſſion applicable to 
this Purpoſe, © The People have not ſuch 
« Metaphyſical Heads, as to diſtinguiſh be- 
ce twixt the Authority, and Perſon of a 
* Biſhop; for when their Authority comes 
ce to be queſtion” d and vilify d, the Venera- 
© tion for their Perſons, when it cannot 
« ſerve a Turn, will ſoon be laid aſide. And 
here it may be ſeaſonably remark'd, that 
their Difſen ting Brethren in Scotland, when 
they ſee em Profeſs ſuch a ſtrange Popr/h 
Doctrine, that They believe Her Majefy 
zo be Supreme in all Cauſes Fecle/raStical 
and Cit; will pronounce their Brethren, 
here in England, Schiſmaticks. The Royal 
Supremacy being a | Notion ſo Monſtrous, 
that the Aſjembly of. Divines were never 
able to ſwallow, nor indeed theſe _— 
them 
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checkin to digeſt it. For tis a Doctrine 
that lies ſo heavy and fick upon our Au- 
thor's Stomach, that we find he could not 
carry it out to the End of his Book; but 
ſecretly diſgorges the nauſeous Load, in a 
Corner of this Treatiſe. Theſe! Double. 


Dealers, it ſeems, are never at a loſs for 
a private Salvo to relieve their Conſci- 


ences at àa Pinch,” and can, with a good 


5 Grace, Lye backwards and forwards, and 


ſtick not poſitively to Recant' this Occu. 
fronal Declaration, in as dirèct Expreſſions; 
denying what they ſu folemnly here affirm. 
But they ſcorn to he Slaves, either to theit 
Words, or Principles, and deſpiſe a litule 
Iuconſiſtency in either. And therefore we 
need not wonder, why (according to the 
uſual Way of Contradicting themſelves) 


they here both deny the Authority of BI. 
ſhops, and at the ſame time tell us, Thea 


hold it Lawful : If fo, Why don't they 
ſubmit to it? The Kruples they pretend 
can never juſtify em inthis : Ho thoſd muſt 
be founded either upon Scripture; ar Con- 
ſcience: The Former cannot be, -becauſe 
they allow the Order : Lawfuls and conſe- 
quently not Repugnanbto Scriꝑptureſt Nor 


che eee as their:Own deſt Ca- 


511 ſuiſts 
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ſuiſts maintain, Cunſcience ought to ſubmit 
to Cowerumæut, in all lawful Matters. 
P., xx. But, for a Juſtification of the 
Diflenters! Principles and Innocence, Our 
Author is pleas d to produce a very fingu- 
lat Argument, by Appealing: to the Duti- 


ul Bebavioun of their Brethren in Scotland, 
for a confulation of that flamd Maxim, 


No Biſbop, uo Aang. Now, if the Scorch Loy- 


ahty is to be the: Standing-Teſt, and Mea- 


ſure of that of our Diſſeriters in England, 1 
deſire to put the Controverſy, betwixt Us 
and Them, on no better a Deciſion. The 
Wiſe King, that was the Prophetical Au- 
thor. of this Maxim, James the Fir, faw 
the infallible Truth of it, both in the 


Temper of His Subjects; and Conſtitution of | 


his Cvernment; and all the Rebellions of 
that Nation have bin ſo many Fatal Proofs 
of it. Hive not all their Solemn Leagues 


aud: Covenants, even down to that they 
Enter d into, on Her Majeſty's. Acceſſion 


to the Throne, run in one continued 
Strain, for the Aboliſhmenr of Monar- 


chy, as well as Epiſcopacy? ? And, have 


they, hot always made Good their En- 
gagements, in the Extirpation of Both, 


Wen twas un their Power? Nay, tis Non- 


ſence 
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ſence to imagine, that as they are the 
ſame Secies of Government in Church 
and State, where they are Incurporuted, 
the one ſhould ſubſiſt without the other; 
or, which is impoſſible, with That which 
is utterly oppofite to, and therefore Incon- 
ſiſtent with it. Have not all the Troubles 
and Diſaſters, which have bin brought of 
late Lears on this Kingdom, proceeded in 
a great Meaſure from the Turbulency and 
Faction of the S$co7ch? And, have not our 
Diſſenters in England conſtan tly Join'd with 
them, when their Rebellion was adyanc'd 
to a Maturity? For, they have always 
kept a Correſpondence, as an Inſeparable 
Fraternity, both in Practice, as well as 
Principle; and will, by their Conjunction, 
if not timely prevented, prove once more 
the Downfal of our Crown and Mitre; and 
this they have openly Threaten d us with, ifi 
their ſeditious Pamphlets. Tho Her Ma- 
jeſty, like Her Royal Grand-Father, has 
condeſcended almoſt below Her Dignity, 
to Gratify that Inſatiablę People, tho! ſhe 
had ſubmitted to the Subverſion of the 
Epiſcopal-Church amon g them, and had 

Eftabliſh'd Presbytery on Its Ruines (which 
: the Bleſſed: Martyr ſo W 

ha 


1 | 
| ad done, and whicth he acknowledg' d W 
Fundamental Cauſe of his Miſery) yet this 
would not Satisfy their Unreaſonable De- 
mands, without the utter Extirpation of 
Epiſcopacy in England, which they Declar d. 
in a Body of 7oo, or more, in open Re- 
bellion at Cainntable Sanguhatir ; and other 
Borough - Towns in Scot/and, May 20.1703, 
fixing Declarations on the Market. Croſſes, 
That They Renounc d ANN Princeſs of Den- 
mark, 1 heing their Queen, unleſs ſhe 
mould Aboliſh and Root-out Epiſcopacy in 
England; and thereupon enter'd into a So- 
lemn League and Covenant, to Diſperſe 
this Declaration throughout the Kingdom, 
in the Name of all the true Presbyterians 
in Scotland; and this at a time whilſt the 
Parliament was Sitting, in the Face, and 
with the Connivance of the Government. 
And can any Man be ſo'Sottiſh as to think, 
they will not make their Words Good, 
now they are Permitted to be in Arms! : 
If our Nation does not feel the Ill-conſe- 
quence of Truſting Power, in their Hands, 
They have both chang'd themſelves, and 
their Old Scheme of Politicks. Let the 
World then judge; how far Her Majeſty can 
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Diſſenters in England; when they Aving 
here to that of the Scozch, as their Meaſure 
and Example. Perhaps they will have the 
Face to Deny this, as they do all Matters 
of Fact, that Exhibit their Principles and 
. Deſigns; and particularly, 7be Salemmniging 
that Diſmal Thirtieth of January, in Han- 
dalous and Opprobrious Feaſting and Je/ting 
in their Calves-Head:Clubs. They tell us, 
They cou d With, and they Hope, aud they 
are Ap? 10 Believe, that There are-no ſuch 
things done,; and, if ibe are done; they 
are very ſorry for it, and that they are ſure 
the: Diſſenters were neuer Gtalty of ſuch'a 
Barbarous aud Inhuman. Rite, as "the 
Inſulting the Memory of a Vertuous and Un- 
Fortunate Prince ; and, that they Hope, 
that noue, that Breath the ſame" Air with 
Her Majeſty, can be Guilty of it. And in- 
deed tis Pity, that thoſe who are Guilty of 
it, ſnould Breath the ſame;or any Airat all. 
But his Solemnuity (as our Author here calls 
it) is ſo far from ene Practic'd in Secret, 
or a Gern Grenade and Falſe, that 
it has bin Openly Celebrated in All the Po- 
pulous and Trading-: Thwns of this Kingdom, 
eſpeclally ſince the Revolution. And was it 
NOX © gn Time to make a Complaint of this 
iv: "MH 5 Enor- 


Enormous Crime to Her Majeſty, which 
ſo Baſely and Daringly Reflected upon that 
Bleſſed Perſon (from whom ſhe has the 
Honour to Deſcend, ) to the Affront of our 

Laws, and Her Own, and the Church's 
Diſgrace, as well as Danger? Whether this 
Deteſtable Practice is not a ſad and ſufficient 
Proof, of he Preſent Diſſenters retaining 
the Rebellious Principles of the lat Age, 

let even themſelves Judge, and whether 
they Deſerve not to be equally Pumiſh'd, 
for the Crimes of their Predeceflors. * _. 
P. xx1t. Since upon the Whole then it 
appears, That. the Diſſenters have no Prin- 

: ciples, or [nteresSts concurring, to aſſure Her 
MajeSty of their Fidelity and, fzuce they 
have done. ſo many Facts, and hold ſuch 

Pernicious Principles, that ought to raiſe 
a Diſtrust of them in Her MajeSty, they 
have no Reaſon to promiſe themſelves, that 
She will by any Means, be Engag' d, either 
10 maintain the Diſſeuting e Aſſemblies, or 
eAcademies to. the next Generation ; or, 
7o Allow em any Powers, or Capacities of 

Det hroning Her Majefiy, Subverting the 
Church, and Enſlaving the Kingdom. . 

* See this Matter prov'd in Mr. Weſly's Two Treatiſes on che Sabjeli, who had 


ehe Misfortune to be Educated among them, and was therefore capable of diſcover- 
ing their Villeny, and ſecret Conſpiracier, © oO ON RI 
b Having 
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HFlaving thus repreſented the Diſſenters 
in their true, proper Colours, and un- 
mask d all their ſeditious and dangerus 
Deſigns, in the fallacious Pretences of this 
Author, Not through any Private Deſign, 
or 70 bring Difficulties and Uneaſineſs on 
Her Apes , and the Publick; hut through 
a Steddy Adherence io the true [nieres} 
- of Her Majesty, and the Protestant Su- 
 ce//ion, to ſecure Both which, is the only 
Defign of theſe Remarks: Having Jſhewn 


the utter Incon/iSency of the Diſſenter s 


Principles and Practices with any Mo- 
narchy, and particularly that of Er ngland, 
e may juStly Pray the Almighty, by whom 

Kings Reign, and Princes decree JuStice, 
40 bleſs Her MajeSiy with the Diſcernment 
of an Angel of God ; and, in Order to ren- 


der Her Government eaſy to Her Self, and 


a continued Bleſſing to Her People, that 
He would vouchſafe to Her Maje$y a per- 
fect Knowledge of Her true Friends, the 

Jmcere Members of the Church of England, 
and the most bitter and implacable Enemies 
of Her Perſon and Government, the whole 
Boa of the Diſſenters, and grant She may 
never 1rust any I eien or Di/trus any of 
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9. Ir T . 7 oma very Tarprizimgp thatan Fa? who pre- '_ 
Seth 125 tends to appear an Advocate for the Oiſenters in a Re- 2 
7 50 vie of their Caſe, ſhou'd introduce wt with a Declama- © © I 
tion concerning. the Eagerneſi and Nuguoncy of thoſe 1 1 
r . bin lately made upon emp and the Fru | _— 
ave ſhe um in Reply ing: Which is here> Archer afcrib'd KS} 
to — Want o {.e1jureifor Controver[y;" aud Receſ from Huff. . 3 
neſs, to the ii Tendency of Diſputets, and their Conſciouſneſs of —_ | ; 
their own Innocence, hiththey THINK ſo mani ſeſt to al Inn. | 4 
partial Judges an 10 need. no Apoligy; and to — pn inſtffirent 
« Arguments ef their Aduerſaries, and the nanſworable"Defentes 


of their, Friends; All which Reaſons, for'the Drfenters long ; 4 
Silence, eoud not yet reſtrain Fills d ie Fellow," from being |, 
forward ſo engage in this Controverſy, hoover" incapable of domme = 
 erther goed Service to his own Party, or Harm to the other Side . oO 
But it ſeems he expected to have gain d no ſmall Honour, by 1 
2 ountring a late Champion of tue Chubb, witk whom' this | — _ 
qughty: Hetoe has prefum'd: 10 Enter 1h6"/. Lifts not n any i 
A Account, but chiefly: to avoid a ern Sd | 1 


araice. 


* - 
* . 
nd 


Zo The Rights of the Church of England 
See the ardice. Now to ſhew the Vanity and Falſhood of this Repre- 
Appendix. ſentation, we need only appeal to the [mall and imperfect Spe. 
Tien annex d of Books Publiſh'd, within a few Years, by a 
Single Party of the D2/[enters, againſt the Eftabliſh'd Church 
to which . add that Legion of Treaſonable Pamphlets, and 
9 7 they have ſet out and diſpers d againſt e Sate, toge- 
her with the Schiſmatical and Seditious Writings of IE! 


» 


ther Sects within theſam@Periodgrit will abundantly appear, 


- 


that our Author's Reaſons againſt Znzaging in Diſputes, drawn 
from the il Inftuence they have on. — and Society, con- 
p. z. demns the Conduct of his own Faction. For theſe are ſo many 

undeniable Inſtances to prove, that Neither the Obligations of 

Chriftian Charity, nor that Sedatencſs of Hind, ſo abſulutely ne. 

celſam for the Diſcovery of Truth, cou'd keep em from that 

ö Acrimony of Spirit, and Rancour of Reproach, which gives 
| bt ſuch an Rage to Men's Minds and Expreſſions, and has pro- 
F | P. 1. vol i em to break the Tyes of Love, the Band of Civil and He- 
nde Has not this caſt: beni into ſuch unreaſon- 

able and indecent n,, as has always ſhew'd a Greater 

Concern for themſelves than their Arguments. - A Demonſtration, 

that they don't think that their Condud? ſpeaks ſufficiently for it 

Self; without. : baving | Recourſe to Findications and Apologies; 

that however they PFlatter'd themſelves, that their Doubling 
P. 2. Beaauionr Was blameleſs, they cou'd not ſtand acquitted from 


mY | ee wes molt Abominable and damning Hypocriſy in their 
_ 7 Gtcaſional Cummunion; and that the Lords Reaſons for it, were 
Ss * not, even in their Opinion, of ſuch Weight and Force, as not 

þ to need their #@itoe/ Fallacres. This indeed was a Practice 


ſo ſcandaloufly wicked, that it was not in the Power of Hu- 
mane Reaſon to Excuſe, much leſs to e it; and which the 
Charny, they pretend to the Church, and the Sincerizy they = 
owe both God and Man, muſt ſtand in everlaſting Oppoſition 
10. Let we are told, That the Diſſenters haue, out of Charity, 
. Qeca/enally Conform d ta tbe Church of England, at Her [nvi- 
Zatien to doit: Which is very falfly inferr'd from a miſtaken 
Faſfage in a Sermon Preach'd by then a Private Presbyter of 
that Church, which contains his bare Complaint of the Diſſent- 
ing Mimfiets, for not anquainting their People with what they 
1 9 #bemi{elves,\that oun Church was a Lawful Cburc h, and 
Handel, in ſome Caſes le conform tu. And this Learned 
Mm |! | | | Writer, 


et 
—» 


2 
: 


Writer, to prevent a Miſconſtruction of his Words, ſoon 
after Publiſn'd a Treatiſe in Defence of that Sermon, wherein 
he proves at large, that / Occaſiouai Conformity to any Church 
is Lawful, conſtant Communion with it, is a Du. As little 
can the Sincerity of Occaſional Conformity be vindicated, be- 


cauſe it is pretended, that zt was in Uſe long: before any Shew of p. 3. 


Intereſt cou d tempt the Difſenters tu it. But when this Practice 
aroſe, or what Motives gave it Birth, we ſhall not here de- 
bate, ſince tis plain for what Neaſons they continue it, ho 
only attend our Church, when indiic'd by the Expectations, or 
fore d to it by the Duty of a ſecular Poſt or Intereſt. Did they 
ſometimes Communicate out of a Principle of Conſcience or 
Charity, the ſame Principle wou' d be of Univerſal and Eternal 
Obligation, and equally perſwade at all times, to à conſtant 
Communion, when their Ambition or Advantage are not to be 
But it is here to be obſerv'd, to prevent future Miſtakes, 
that our Author has induſtriouſly; or ignorantly, faln into 

the ſame Common Error, that all the Defenders of Occaſional 
Conformity have committed before him, in con founding an 
Occaſional hearing of Prayers and Sermons in our Church, with 
an Occafional Sacramental Conformity in the Bleſſed Euchariſt. 
The firſt, is indeed an Action, which no one ean juſtify, that 
believes the Terms of our Communion, and the Conſtitution 
_ of our Church unlawful,” which no Man can join in without 
Sin, that is perſwaded in his Conſcience of their Illegality. 
But this Former Conformity is not the Matter, at preſent, in 
Debate, nor what 7475 Law fo mach clamour'd againſt, as 
deſign d to reſtrain; but the Laiter, which was a Practice not 
known among the Diſſenters, till of late, finding themſelyes 
excluded all Cuil Offices, by the Teſt and Corporation Aut, to 
preſerve their Intereſt, they thought it convenient to relan- 
quiſn their old Opinions, and to ſtrain their Conſciences 

(which before coud not admit an indifferent; N to 
comply with what they held before to be the groſſeſt Idolatry. 
This ſeandalous Abuſe, of the moſt ſacred Part of our Re- 

ligion, the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity was intended to 
prevent, © As making the Reception of the Lord's-Supper the 
moſt reproachfub Umbrage of the blackeſt Iniquity,. and a 


* Bp. Stillingfleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Pars. 2. Jecf. 1 7. 


woe- 


1 


2 


4 The Rig his of the Church of England 


d eful Rock of Offence to all Pious and Unfeigned Chriſtiaus, 1 


Landl as letting in Rebels and Schiſmaticks into the Offices of 
the Church and State; und thereby endangering both; _ 
bus being as inconſiſtent with the Diſſenters own Principl es, 
ag with the Laws, which were not a ſufficient Guard for the 
Church or State, without this further Security, becauſe they 
t had found out a Means of evading: their power. All which 
weighty Arguments, produc'd by be Honourable he Houſe of 
Conmnamt, and to fully demonſtrated by that Lem ne and In. 
zous\ Member of it, St. Humpbrey i Mackworth, ſeem to me, 
by this Author' s good Leave, not ſo > Ei. and Tuiuial, having 
as yet recei vd not the leaſt Con futation, either from him, or 


4 any other Writer: So that we are ſtill at a Loſs,>to oneeive d 


how the Difſenter's Cauſe can lay any more Claim, to Honeſty 

P. 3. than Reaſon; or thav Hir Ag rd ut, oper eſs" dy this Bill in 

| Agitation only; Or, 7 bat their Loraſhip's Credit and Antho- 

rity (which they ſtand /o juſt/ 7 eſs'd of:) was ſo much encreas'd 

- by 4bezr being Advocates for the Diſſenters, as this Author pre- 

tends; or, that thoſe M abend that Voted for Paſſing the Bill, 

do not ſtand in as much Credit as thoſe that Vdted againſt-it. 

It is a ſtrange way of Reaſariing from the ill Sueceſt, that the 

Bill met with, to its real Merits; an Argument which never fail'd 

to bear hard upon the Church, and may ſerve to juſtify the 

worſt Perſecutions i it has ſuffer d from its proſperous Enemies: 

but, I think, it may, without any Derogation from their 

Lordſhip's: Honour, be affitmd, chat the whole Huuſe of 

Common's Voting for the Bill (who are ſuppos'd ta be the 

Repreſentatives ot the Majority of the Nation) is, at leaſt, as 

good an Argument to defend it, as ſome . rhe Lords and 
Bee Voting againſt it, is to Condemn it. 

Having thus ſhewn the contemptible Weakneſs *7 estas 
thor's {utroauction'to this Diſcourſe, we proceed to examine 
his :+Reveew of tbr Difſenter's Rights,. follow ing his oẽn Me- 
waodjablerridin it, Aubweriog 1 it ary ra by eee 7 ) 
Sobel 

75 1. Firſt, We, will confer the, Ref ons fir their Hated 
10 15 12 Dient. Neige CT igt 
2. Secondly, For e nal Confor ty. ? 
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> Alſſerted and P rov'a. 


4. Laſtly, of what Advantage the Allowance of this Claim 


oo A be to the Government. + 


P 6. Firſt, Their Reaſons for their Stated Diſſent amount 


to this, 7 hat 'the Worſhip due to God, is what a Reaſonable 
© Creature thinks. moſt acceptable to him, and that therefore 
* Diſſenters, who have not this Opinion of the Way of Wn ſhip, 
© eftabliſh'd by: Law, muſt either forbear all Addration of pv 
*Detty, or adore him in a different Way : that it matters not 


© whether they are miſtaken; or no, ſince all Men muſt act ac. 


© cording to their Apprehenſions,, whether true, or erroneous. 
Now, if the Worſhip due to God, be always what a Reaſonable 
Creature judges to be ſo, then the various and contradidory 
Opinions of Men muſt be the Meaſures of it. Whereby the 


moſt barbarous and ridiculous Ways of Adoration. wou'd be 


entitl'd to the Divine Acceptance, and a ſincere Pagan, or 
Mahomeran,wou'd ſerve God as acceptably as the moſt knowing 
and devout Chriſtian, This is not more an Abſurdity, than a 
neceflary Conſequence of that Poſition, That the Mor ſbip due 
o God, from a Reaſonable Creature, muſt be what ſuch a Creature 


judges moſt acceptable to him. A Man indeed may be bound to 


obey the Dictates of an Erroneous Conſcience, yet it he miſtakes 


Evil for Good, he will not thereby perform the Obedience 


due to God: in ſuch a Caſe, tho' 'tis a Sin to act counter to 


his Perſwaſion, tis as truly a Sin to act according to it; ſince 
our Opinions can't alter the Nature of Things, or the Mea- 
ſures of Duty, or make God's Laws the Reverſe of what they 
are. This our Author might have learn't from ht Fudiciout p 7. 


Prelate he appeals to, and that very Diſcourſe that he cites. 


To ſuppoſe that every Man may follow the Dictates of his 


Opinion without Sin, gives a diſtin Infallibility to the Reaſon 


of every Individual Man, and makes all Contradictions equally 
true. If this Fundamental Principle; which is laid down as 
the Grand Ba/is and Poſtulatum of this fallacious Treatiſe 


(and upon which is plac'd the whole Streſs of a Stated Diſſent) 


prove falſe, as it muſt, if there be any Truth in the World, 


the whole Foundation of the Diſſenter's Separation is en- 
tirely overturn d. 


28. Having thus taken a General View of the r i 


Reaſons, in their united Force, for their Stated Diſſent, let 
- | I | us 


6 The Rights of the Church of England 
us next, with our Author, examine em in Particular. Firſt, 
T hoſe Reaſons by which _ Juſtify tbeir Departure from the 
Eflabliſh'a Charch ; Secondly, T hoſe upon which they more im- 
mediately ſound their Obligation 10 Communicate with other Re- 
lizious Societies." Firſt, 7 he Difſenters THINK it neceſtary 
* Þ* 76 ſeparate from a Church, which has ſo many unneceſſary Rites 
and Ceremonies, to aſſert their Freedom from all Human Im- 
poſitions. To ſtate this Matter rightly, we muſt conſider 
what Power God has inveſted the Church with. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour having delegated the ſame Power to the Apoltles, 
and by the Intervention of them, to their Succeſſors, which 
he himſelf had receiv'd; having ſent them as his Father bad 
ſent him; They conſequently, by giving Laws to his Church, 
do not Eucroach upon his Authority, but only execute his 
Commiſſion, without extending it to any unjuſt Latitude, 
and that without the leaſt Violation of our Chritian Liberty, 
which may be preſerv'd inviolable, whilſt their Injunctions 
reſtrain us from the actual Exerciſe of it For the true 
Nature of Chriſtian Liberty conſiſts, not in a Freedom of 
Practice, in arbitrarily. doing, or forbearing things unde- 

termin'd by the Divine Law, but in a Freedom of Fudement, 
in eſteeming ſuch to be neither neceſſary, nor ſinful in them- 
ſelves, and is then only infring'd, when we do, or forbear 
them, without this Opinion of their /»d;Ferency. St. Paul, the 
great Patron and Aſſertor of it, declares, That fbou'd bis Meat 
male his Brother to offend, he wou d eat no Fleſh while the World 


. 1Cor.8.13 flandeth, leaſi he ſbou d make bis Brother offend : Shewing by 


this Inſtance, how well his Chriftian Liberty might be preſerv'd 
entire, under a perpetual Reſtraint of its Exerciſe, than which, 
Pefitrve Humane Laws cannot lay it under greater Con- 
finement. Nor can theſe Laws, by enjoining the Uſe, or 
Forbearance of Things [ndifferent in their own Nature, con- 
ſtitute any ing neceſſary 10 Salvation, which God has not made 
ſo. This can never be pretended, when a Church preſeribes 
Rites and Ceremonies, only as conducive to the Regularity 
and Solemnity of Divine Worſhip, not. as abſolutely, and in 
themſelves neceſſary to Saluation. For the Neceſſity, which 
they derive from this In junction, is only Relative and Conſe- 
queniial, arifing purely from a Command ſuppos'd, which if 
they can't receive, without an — Alteration in 

| Wl 


Ace ud Pro. 5 
"Religion, then by Parity of Reaſon, the Civil Magiſtrate has not 
the Fower to enjoin any thing undetermin d by God's Law, how 
requiſite ſoever for the Publick Good: Since he makes thereby 
the ſame Alteration in Men's Duty, and the Terms of their 
Salvation, obliging em to do ſome things for Conſczence ſabe, 
which, antecedent to his Command, they might have omitted 
without Scruple. For theſe Reaſons, a Command that Men 
ſhould receive the Bleſſed Euchariſt, in the ſignificant, tho 
indifferent Poſture of Kneeling, is not the leaſt Uſurpation 
upon their Conſciences;” being warranted by thoſe General 


Directions of St. Paul, to do Al things decently, and in Order, 1 Cor. 14 


and to obey thoſe who have the Rule over us, a ſufficient Foundation 
for all Eccleſiaſtical, innocent Ceremonies; and Obedience to 
ſuch a Command is conſiſtent with the greateſtFreedom of Judg- 
ment and Conſcience, ſince the Ground of that Obedience is 
not any abſolute Neceſſity of the thing commanded, but the 
Neceſſity of obeying our Lawful Governours, in all things 
that are left by God under their Diſcretion, and are con- 
claded under no Divine Prohibition. Theſe Principles of 
Univerſal Freedom from Human Impoſitions ſtrike at the Root 
of all Government, as well Civil as Eccleſiaſtical, and ſuperſede 
the power of all Laus in either. I can't here think my felt 
oblig'd to vindicate our Church from Zncroachments upon 
that Authority, which God has lodg'd in any Members of 
either Families or Churches, ſince her Adverſary accuſes her 
of it, without offering at the leaſt Proof or Inſtance, and that 
in ſuch general and looſe Expreſſions, as don't admit of any 
certain Interpretation or Reply; and argue nothing ſo much, 
as that a fair Propoſal of this Objection, would have too much 
diſplay'd the deſpicable Weakneſs of it. But we ought not 
here to forget that theſe Men, who have ſuch an irrecon- 
cileable Averſion to all Human 7mpe/itions, cou'd formerly in 
England, as their Brethren do now in Scotland, puniſh the 
Profeſſion of the Doctrines of the Epiſcopal Church, with 
1 Confiſcation of Goods and Eſtate, Baniſhment, 
and ſometimes Death; which forſooth, is no Violation of 
Cbrzſtian Liberty. But the Truth is, the Chriſtian Liberty the 
Diſſenters plead for, is an unbounded Licence to think and 
act as they pleaſe, in Contradiction to all wholſome Laws, 
that theſe ſingular, wild, SS — ſhall reproach as = 
7" % an- 
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— 


fanciful, and corrupt, a comprehenſive Account of their 


-own Enthuſiaſtick Faith and Religion. 


P. 8. §. II. The ſecond Reaſon for Stated Nonconformty 1s 
the Want of a further Reformation in the. FAIT H and Wor ſbip 
of the” Church of England. Now thoſe Articles of Faith, 
the Profeſſion of which, is a Condition of Communion in our 
Church, are ſumm'd-up in the three Creeds, thoſe Forms of ſound 
HYords, that contain the Fir/t Principles of the Oracles of God, 
which Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, at the Reformation, all 
Proteflant Churches ſabſcrib'd, and at preſent do, or ought to ad- 
here to. The ſame Rule of Faith obliging em to retain the Be- 
lief and Profeſſion of theſe, which required 'em to renounce the 
Anti-Chriſtian Errors of Popery. Our Author, not having re- 


_ preſented the particular Exceptions of his Party, againſt theſe 


P. g. 


* 


excellent Summaries of our Faith, and fo many learned Vin- 
dications arfd Expoſitions being extant in our own Language, 
I ſhall think it needleſs to add any Apology for em; But ſhall 
be more particular upon this Head, when our Author has told 
us, what Articles of our FAITH we are deſir'd to ſacrifice 


to Peace and Unity, and the Scruples of our Diſſenting Bre- 


thren ; Whether they can't /tazedly join with us in our Pro- 
feſſion of the Doctrine of the Trinity, the Incarnation, Sa- 
tis faction or ReſurreQion of Chriſt; by diſcarding which or 
how cm, Branches of our Creed, they deſire u equal the 
Honour alue to our Reformers, for rejecting the Abſurdities of 
the Roman Church; And whether eir Ambition to imitate 
thoſe in the per ect Reformation of the Faith, will be ſatisfy'd, 
till, according to the Scheme of their Grea? Patron, they have 
contracted it into Oue Article, and, laſtly, whether the Pro- 
feſſion of his One ought to be rigorouſly inſiſted on? But 
upon Examination, Innovations in the eternal Moi ſbip of our 
Church will appear as unneceſſary as Innovations in her Faith 
and Doctrine. Her Ceremonies are grave and decent, neither di- 
ſtracting Men's Devotion by their Variety, nor leſſening it by the 
Difficulty of their Performance. Many of 'em recommended by 
the venerable Authority of the Primitive Church, Others en- 
dear d to us by the Practice of the Holy Apoſtles, and even 
the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf. And all of them 
warranted by their great and peculiar Significancy, their ad- 


mirable Fitneſs to expreſs what is iutended by them. By _ = 


- 


Advantage of our; Liturgy, as being a Set- Form, our Con- 
gregations offer up their Prayers with greater, Underſtanding 


of what they ask, than the Separatiſts\ can; with more Aſſu- 


rance that it is good and acceptable to God, and without In- 
terruption in their fervent Attention to it, either from the 
Weakneſs or Failures of their Teachers, or the Admiration of 
their Abilities. And he that further conſiders the Excellency 
of this Set- Form, how,; peculiarly it is ſuited even to the pri- 
vate Caſes and Occaſions of all that uſe it, how well it ex» 
preſſes our awful Diſtance from God, and yet cloſe De. 
pendance on him, thro' the Merits: of our Redeemer, how 
quali fy'd it is to excite in its Hearers thoſe Affections, upon 
which the Prevalence and Acceptance of Men's Prayers de- 
pend, muſt own, that no Human Compoſure wants leſs 
Amendments, and that nothing, but the. moſt obſtinate Fro- 
wardneſs, and perverſe Itch of Change can induce Men to 
inſiſt upon either its Aboliſhment, or-Alteration, as the Con- 
dition of their Conformity. To recommend ſuch a Liturgy 
as this to any One's Admiration, no mercenary Proſpects, no 
Perſwaſions of ſecular Intereſt need be made uſe of, and 
to condemn it with Sincerity; the darkeſt Ignorance or 
molt inveterate Prejudice mutt be requir d. And what elſe, 
but theſe corrupt Cauſes, join'd with Envy, Pride, and 
Ambition, cou'd induce theſe Adverſaries of our Church to 


a 


require to ſee it diſrobed and ſtript of 2 ite Zmoluments and p , 


Honours, the - greateſt Eye- Sore and Slemiſ (as they call at) 
that Blinds their Sight, and is that Veil which they wou'd have 
talen away, to expoſe it naked and defenceleſs to Contempt 
and Poverty. Here indeed we are obligd to our Author, for 
not exerciſing that Hypocriſy he juſtifies, but plainly ſpeaking 
out the Senſe: of His Party, the Church, it ſeems, to make 
her Reformation; Perret, muſt be diſmantl'd of her Fortifi- 
cations without, as well as her Doctrines within, her Lands 
and Dignities confiſcated into the Enemies Hands, to com- 
2 for their Conformity. Then doubtleſs, the Way will 

e open for them, all Objections removd, and Plunder and 
Sacriledge will wonder fully purify and cleanſe it. But we 
have not yet ſo much forgot what Effects this Chriſtian Way 
of. Acfonmatiun in 4 had upon it, to deſite to ſeę the lame la. 
mentable Tragedy acted ove f again; and we hope this ca 
, 7 | u. 
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Author, and his Pious Brethren will excuſe us complying 
wich their kind Propoſals; tho they do envy their Forefathers 
P. 9. the Fononr of baving ſet it on foot,” and are ſo ambitious of carry- 
ing it on to a greater Perfection, and of imitating their 53 
Spirit, by removing theſe world Obſtacles of true Piety, which 
their Anceſtors ſuffer d to remain, only to bring over the Roman 
Catholicks, This indeed would be a moſt effectual way to 
follow the Arabian Proverb, as our Author calls it, to put out 
the Churches Des to male her ſee clearly. To anſwer,which 
learned and wiſe Apopthegm with as good an Application, this 
wou'd be much the fame fort of Remedy the Phyſician 
practice d upon the Ola Homan in the Fable, whom they cur'd 
of her Blindnefs, by ſtealing all her Plate and Jewels: But I 
hope our Church will ſtand in need of no ſuch Aeligious Quacks 
and State Mountebanks, whoſe Cure (to go quitts with our 
Author for his Proverb) is always worſe than the Diſeaſe. - 
P. 9. F. III. And ſince it therefore appears, that the Church 
of England is guilty of no /inful Iinpoſitions, nor wants any 
Reformation in her Faith and Worſhip, the Diſſenters can be 
under no Obligations to Form themſelves into Separate” Fe- 
ions Societies, and to erect Private Conventicles, under the 
tallacious and arrogant Suppoſition of being Churches, which 
our Author afterwards, with more Truth and Modeſty, calls 
by the proper Name of Confederacies, being ſo many Com- 
binations of Schiſm and Rebellion, that prophane the 
Name of a Church, by the impious Application of it to 
Barns and Stables, as if ſuch Places, could be ſanctify d 
by their unclean Gueſts, and become the Houſe or Temple 
c 5 | Cane n 
P. . F. IV. Nor will the Zaification, or Diſcipline, they 
pretend to be found in their ſeparate Congregations, prove a 
better Juſtification of them. For neither of theſe Siritual 
Advantages, which they ſa vainly boaſt of, in 20e Choice of 
their Teachers, and the Correction and Reproof of their Afſem- 
blzes, can be any ways fo viſible among them, as they preſume 
they are deficient in the Church. As for the Choice of One's 
own Paſtor, it is a thing as contrary to Reaſon, as Scripture, and 
the pureſt Practice of both the Jewrſb, as well as Chri/#7an Church. 
For thoſe who ſtand in the greateſt Need of Information in 
any kind, are upon that Account leaſt capable of Jadging; . 
| | who 


| Aſſerted and Pros dl. op 

who can belt inform them. Since to diſcern the Saperioricy 

of One Man's Knowledge above Another's, ſomè conſiderable 

Skill in what they profels, is requiſite. For which Reaſon the 

Generality of Chriſtians, ſo feu of whom, for want either of 

Leiſure, or Diligence in the Study of Religion, are qualify'd 

to eſtimate the Abilities of the Paſtor, wou d be more probably 
miſled by One choſen by themſelves, than by ſach as ſhou'd 

be aſſign d to them by competent Judges. Belides a Man is fo 

far from being ſure, tbat - bis own Choice in this Caſe is diſin- 

terefled, that he ought very much to ſuſpect his own Prudence, 

and Impartiality in it. Since the Generality of Men, who 

are in Love with their Vices, muſt deteſt the beſt Qualifi- 

cation of a Paſtor, an undaunted Freedom in Reproving, and 

liſten, with the greateſt Complacency, to thoſe, who Propheſy 

ſmooth things, and indulge Men in their Crimes, from whom 
1 they are never likely to hear, what ought, witch the gteateſt » 

Force and Courage, to be put home to their Conſciences. 

Thus the moſt Edifying Teacher, that ever addreſs'd himſelf 

to the World, has bin hated and rejected by it, and even polt- 

pon'd to S&ribes and Phariſees, ' becauſe their Deeds were evil. 

The very Original Ground of the Schiſm in the Church of 

Corinth, was the fame, that is here alledg'd by the Diſſenters 

for their Separation from our Church, -which was ſo ſeverely. 

reprehended by the Apoſtle : Some ſtyl'd themſelves: the 

Followers of Paul, fome of Apollos, ſome of Cephas, and otbers 1 Cor. 1. 

of Chriſt. Let their different Opinion of theſe ſeveral Teach- 12. 

ers, did not juſtify the forming themſelves into different : 
Sets. Tho'St. Paul's Boaily Preſents was in the Eyes of ſome, : 
aveak, and his Speech contemptible, who were more affected 9. 

with the Preaching of Apollos, a Man eloquent and niighty in tbe Ad, 18. 

Scriptures, yet the Pretence of Profiting by Sermons, cou'd 84. 

not warrant their diſturbing the Order, and breaking the 

Unity of the Church: For their Ediſication depended, not 

ſo much on the Gifts, -or Abilities of him that planted, or him 

that water'd, as upon the Bleſſed Operation of the Divine 

Spirit, that always gives the /ncreaſe. And, if we conſult the 

ancient Practice, both of the Jeuijſb, as well as Chriſtzan 

Church, we ſhall find, that in the Firſt, God by his | | 
own Authority immediately conſtituted his ſacred Miniſtry; 6 
and, in the Second, as our Bleſſed Saviour himſell EN and 1 
187 | : om- \ 
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Commiſſion d his Apoſtles and Diſciples: to Preach the Goſpel 
to the World; :ſo in the firſt and ꝑureſt a . of: Chriſtianity, 
it is evident from the expreſs Teſtimony of Clemen: Romanus, 
and St; Gypriﬀan, that the Paſtors were then appointed by the 
Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, the Biſhops, and that the 
People, in their Elections of them, were only Mitneſies of 
rhein Canſeo nation, barely expreſſing their Apprabation of 
thoſe, Who were thus appointed, that they were well reported 
„ for go N er. Which Appeal to the People, the Church of 


England does admit ef, in diet Office of Ordination. But in the 
corrupter Ages of the Church, when its Rights began to be en- 
eroach don, and uſurp'd by the Laity, Popular Elections of the 


Clergy were, ſometimes: for Peace, irregularly allow'd, which 
vet alter wards proy'd of ſuch a contrary Effect, that the Church 
found her; ſelf oblig'd to aſſert her own Right in the Deſigna- 
tion of her: Officers, to pre vent thoſe Feuds and Diviſions, and 
even Murders, that were frequently committed, in thoſe Quar- 
rels which always attended theſe Elections by the * People. 
And among the many Inconveniences of it, this is not the 
leaſt, that the pernicious Principles of Popery and Hereſy 
(Which the People can never be ſuppos d capable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing from the Truth) may, as they actually have bin, inſtill'd into 

*em by Jeſuits, and other Impeſtors in Diſguiſe, in Conventicles. 
But among the many Miſrepreſentations of this Author, he 
has, in this Point, done Injuſtice to the very Presbyzerians 


themſelves, vho da not always allow their ſeparate Congre- 


gations, the Power of Electing their Miniſters, who are fre- 
quently impos'd upon them by their Elaers and Synod. | 


P. 10. $. V. As for the Objections againſt he Diſcipline of 


our Church, no one cou d have expected her own Complaint 
of the Want of the ſtrict and rigorous Execution of Diſcipline 
in the Primitive Church, to have bin retoxted upon her as a 
Reproach, when at the ſame time, ſhe expreſſes her zealous 
Wiſhes to ſee it reſtor d, if the Circumſtances and Conditions 
of the times would bear it. And much more ſurprizing is it to 
find this Cavil brought againſt us by the Diſſenters them. 
ſelves, who gave the firſt Riſe to, and have ever ſince bin 


the greateſt Cauſe of this Defect and Obſtruction of Diſcipline 


J ͤ e Hs WILL 8 
See this Matter fully fed in Bp. Stillingfleet's Unreafonableneſs of Sepa- 


ration, P. 3. Seti. 25. ä 
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For have they adt. aA opper'd' what” Diſcipline is left! an 


ſinee the Toleration, taken care to reuder 4ll Diſeipline ih. 


eſfectual? The De ſect whereof is here aſerib'd to Two Reaſons, 
ibe Wont of good Orders, or a goed Conftitutton'ty execute 'em. But 
What incoherent Nonſonſe is it to ſuppoſe, that the Levelling 
and Confounding the Orders of che Churck, (whole Diſtinction 

is prov d by the Teſtimony and Practice of all Antiquity, and 
which ſhews her ſtricteſt 3 the Primitive Model,) 
ſhould any Ways eontribute to the Reſtoration of Diſeipline; 

or; that the Conſtitution of the Church could be more im- 
power d to exerciſe its Diſcipline, by the Abolition of Epiſco- 
pacy, Which is eſſential to its Conſtitution? It can never be 
prov'd, that a Parity of Paſtors tends more to ſupport and re- 


trie ve the Diſeipline ofthe Church, than the Superiority of ſome 


above others,any more than that Pepalar Forms of Government 
are bettet adapted to the Execution of Juſtice than Monarchy, 


however theſe may be thought the Two Darling Principles of 


the Presbyterian Religion and Polity.” But ſuppoling there 
was ſuch a Defect of Diſeipline in our Church, as this Au- 

thor would inſinuate, and the ill Examples of the Lives of its 
Members were a great Reproach to its Conftitation and G0- 
vernment, yet evemihis was no ſufficient Plea for the Diſſent- 
er's Separation from it. For the Number and Tmpunity of its 
corrupt Members cannot Unſanctify the Religious Services 
of the Reſt: Nor are theſe Services the lefs acceptable to 
God, becauſe not ariſing from the Publick Fear of Cenſure 
and Penance, but rather ſhew a more ſingular Ingenuiey of 
Mind, and a more diſ-intereſted Love of God, as perform d 
without the Influence of Puniſhments, in Oppoſition to fo 
many ill Examples. So that no good Man's Concern for his 
own Salvation, cou'd induce him to ſeparate from any ſound - 
Part of the Catholick Church, tho! its Diſciphne' ſhould be 


decay d or imperfect. But here we may obſerve the Diſſenters 


maniſeſt Inconſiſteney with themſel ves, for clamouring in 
this Paragraph for Diſcipline; and in another Part of this 


Pamphlet, declaring againſt all Penalties whatſoever, as an 


Infringe ment on their Chriſtian Liberty: without which 
peralties no Diſcipline can ſubſiſt. The' at the ſame time 


de Are told, that the Primitive Diſeipline is reſtor d in the 


Diſſekting ! Congregations: Bat is Penance and Excommm- 
A e nication 
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nieat ion in greateriherfection zwong them than in the S] 
of. England, or h ven knew the real Exereiſe of any Jugh 
thing an a.Conyenticle?. Or, if there he, it is kept ſo private, 

5 that we never heard of it, aad mull bea very odd. Way.of 

: correcting a Notorious Offender. We ſhould be glad to know, 
if there is any ſuch Power, in whoſe Hands it is lodg d, whe- 
ther che Adminiſtration of it is in their.Glergy, ot People, 
ſaparniety or jointly, how far it is extended, whether always 
adapted and proportion d to the Nature and, Guilt, of the 

Offence, whether exercis d Judicially, in any Synod, Court 
or Conſiſtory, or Arbitrarily, at the Miniſters Will, and in 
ſhort, how they came by this Power, and whoſe Commiſſion 
they act under, as Delegates. Have they Enacted or Pub- 
liſh d any Eecleſiaſtical Laws, Injunctions or Canons, whereby 

the Diſeipline of their Congregations is to be regulated? Or 


. | are the Lives of their Members ſo ſtrict and exemplary above 
* thoſe of the Church of England, as to ſuperſede the Uſe of 
any ſuch Laws? Rather to ſpeak Truth, are not their Afſem- 
. | blies the Receptacle of the moſt profligate and diſſolute Sin- 


ners, when caſt out of the Church by its Diſeipline, as un- 
worthy its Communion ?., There they never fail to find a 
Sanctuary, and oſtentimes to be Sainted and Canmis'd for 
their Lewdneſs and Impiety. What a contradictory, abſurd 
F. 11. Scheme of Diſcipline. has this Author here propos d, to re- 
ſtore it to the Church by Taking it away from her, and in 


4 Order to comply with her Injunctions, to erect Altars in e- 
; : _ Hance and Oppolitzon to em, and to ſhew, their _ Conformity by 
A their Separ ation? * ig ib 10 bans . bai! 


10-37 Q.t 35 O81 6 DRE... 
. 11, Theſe axe all cheir Reaſpns for their Stated Diſſuut, 
which we hope we have .proy'd:al together invalid, as to a 
Stated Diſſent, but to thoſe that think em otherwiſe, they 
mult at Kalt be: conclulive againſt their Hartial Conformity to 
ur: Church. How, far a Man is bound by his £Zrronceas 
. Opinion, has bin already, confider'd.; and if the Diſſenters act 
like Men of #oneſt Principles (as they do ſo frequently boaſt) 
it is impoſſible for any of em to Communicate with that 
Church which ey equally. Charge; with 7 and Te- 
Auncanen, without nien. themſalves the juſteſt Impu - 


zation of the molt. inexcuſable,yporryſy;;1 as allowing them- 
ſelves, on Occaſion, Partially td do that, which ee 


Con- 


ne Wfſerted' an Pe "vg 
8 andwikich;\wocording)twthe Tyſſeiun of this b. 
yt; 1 born, Lung dn defr and bm f I dar Nba 
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Wiz. & L. For which Reafon; thoſe that entertain this 


alle Notion>of:the:Chiurch's Defiriency aud Redundancy, and 


heit iown Religious Societire being preferable ro ir, catinot 
eſteem t à Gyow and - Lawfhi Church i and conſequently} ac- 
cdrdibgitoabe:Argilment of this Authér; cannot in Confciewee 
Qceaflonally Conforni to it: Becauſe (as he ſays) Every Mun 
is houud 10 offer the moſt per eck and acceptable Service that he 
can to the Dei. Andiwhillt They thin the" Church is guilty 
of. introducing Tmpiſitions and Super fluaties; and allowing ſeveral 


Defefsftn it, they) img bold it 10 be an Unltwful Church, and 


whb/dhbeignilty of A Sin againſt their 'Conſerences if they ſhonld 
Chir Pong ; © Foal; Nh Believe 5 Act a 
Sontrafliction, in holding the Church, and their Conformity 
o'1t;: both Lauful and Unlaiuſul at the ſame time. But this 
uit: is palliated with as weak an Argument drawn from 
their Cu, I hat they eonde ſcend to Felieve greut Numbers 
bf::the Church: Men. to be! among the viſible Suintt on Earth; and 


| that they will make a good Part f © the Church of tbe Firſt- Born 


in Flenuen. This Complement we are obliged to em for, but 
they only give it us in order to have it return d back upon them⸗ 
ſelves, deſiring us to Believe the ſame of them, becauſe they 
Conform to us in the Sacrament. But ſhould we in Charity 
believe both them, and ſome Members of the Chufek of Rome, 
whoſe Ignorance is Invincible, to be of the Number of the Y3/ible 
Saznts ; yet ought we not to Conform with the latter, in the 


Eucbariſt, whilſt we think em guilty of Idolatry; nor the 


Diſſenters indeed with us, whilſt they think us guilty of the 
ſame Qime, as their Authors tell us. For no Man can Com- 
municate with a Church, which he takes to be Hrmonc, 
without in ſome meaſure partatigg of its Errors: Andsthere- 

re the Diſſenters muſt invoſbe themſelves in the Guilt of 


thoſe Sins, which they falſly impute to the Church, «whillt . .. 
they Partial) Communicate With Her. But ſtill the Diſſenters 


urge, That z7hey do not Join with us in am faulty Parts of Hor. 
ſoep; which avould be Sin Again cbein Conſcience, (a ſtrange Ms. 
taphy/al way' of Conforming to a Church, by AbtratFing'it 


KK. from 


| 
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from its Errors) d e mine qurth. cis tu 3 | 
and Occafiong,> in\wb69:0h they. can αν e D EM&fr an eg 

Service: But on naß bie ingle Roint, din à great megſure, 

lies the Turn and Streſs of this whole Controverfyts If O- 
cafional Conformity to a Church, which we take to be IgA. 
(as our Author's Reaſons contlude) hela Practice Evil is it 
ſeiß the Conſequences of it, can never alter its eſſential Ma- 
lignity, nor the Adyantages it producks, ever juſtiſy ũts Good. 
neſs, according to that Maxim. of Eternal Truth; on: the Viola- 
tion of which the Apoſtle has pronouncd no lefs n Puniſhment 
than Eternal Damnation, 'T hat we ought: never to Evil that 
Cod may come of it, Rom. 3. 8. The Diſſenters believe us to 
be guilty of Idolatry in the Sacrament, and yet can be Idola- 
ters with us to ſerve their Religion and Country; Which in 
other words is, that they will Nick at no Knavery, or Hy- 
pocriſy, to ſerve themſelyes. But can they ſeriouſly think 
us ſuch Fools, or are they themſelves ſuch Sots as toſbelie ve, 
that either God, or Man, the Church, or the Nation, can reap 
an) Honour, or Benefit, from that which is the moſt 1gno- 
mibious. Elam and Reproach upon them? Out Church as 


Uitle wants, as defires the Service of theſe adi, who wou'd 


onely Kiſs and Complement her, more effectually to Betray 
her. But the fame Seruices that oblige. them Occgſianaliy to 

Conform to ſome Parts of our Worſhip; (which they both 
allow. and condemn;) ſhou d, if they were true to their Coun. 
tty, oblige em tea conſtaut Conformity But with what 
Shew. of Rea ſon or Integrity, can any One Statedly Diſſent from 
whar he: holds it lawful Occaſionally io Conſorm to; unleſs. it 
be that he holds it only lawful upon the Account» of: ſecu. 

lar Intereſt Oecaſianaliy to Con form to that, Which he\Staredly 
Diſſents from, becauſe he holds it Smpſy unlawful? As if 
he ſame thing was. Aſolutely and Eſſentiallr a Sin, and Occa- 
amal, no Sin at all. Do not theſe Men juſtly: deſerve; that 
Sharacter, that St. Paul ga us ok himſelf whilſt a Perfecuting 
Jew, and under a! State of Sin, as one wound think was 


Row. 3. Prephetically ſpoken of em; Men Phat are carnal, and baue a 
14. &c. Law in their Members warring egain/t the Law of their Mind, 


bringing they into Captivity to the: Law of Sin, which is in their 
3 mer. For that which bes d, they: allow. nut, aud uud 
they. unnd that d they vet, but whai' they hate: that\ they do. 
i ä | ut 
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Gentiles which Believe, we have uritten and concluded,” that 


they obſerue no ſuch 87 ſave only that they keep themſelves 
75 


from things fer d 10 [dols, and from Blood, and from that which 


is ſtramgl a, and from Fornication. Acts 21. 25. Since there- 
fore the | ſame Power of the Church, which warranted and 
authoriz'd the Nonconformity of the Gentiles; condemns that 
of our Diſſenters, this Author moſt irrationally; and without 
any Shadow of Reſemblance between em, makes the One a 
Precedent and Pattern for the Other, Nor, Secondly, is he 
lefs unhappy in imagining, That the Reaſons o St. Paul's 
Stated Diſſent from, and Occaſional Conformity to the Jewiſh 
Church, bear an exatF Proportion to thoſe for the Stated Difſent, 
and Occaſional Conformity of the Separatiſts. For can the moſt. 

Prejudic'd Perſon in the World conceive, that he, who ſpeak- 

ing to the Jewiſh Church, gave that Glorious Teſtimony to 


the Faith and Practice of their Governours, Heb. 13. J. Fe- 


member them which have the Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto. 


you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow, conſidering 1he End of 


their Converſation, ſhould, at the ſame time, think thoſe very 
Men guilty of an Encroachment L. the Legiſlative Power 
of ourBleſled Saviour, or of introducing Corruptions into the 
true Faith and Worſhip, or of Neglect to excite thoſe under 
their Care to a holy Lite, by ſeaſonable Reproof and Cor- 
rection? Or will our Author ſay, that the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles communicated Szatedly with them, for the Benefit of 
chooſing his own Teacher, or that he who went up to Jera- 
ſalem to worſhip, when the Holy Ghoſt witneſs d in every City, 
that Bonds and Afiidtions did abide bim, Conform'd Occa- 


ſionally to the OR upon Motives of Intereſt}, for worldly 
Grandeur or Profit, the chief Perſwaſions of Occaſional Come _ 
munion amongſt us? Neither cou'd St. Paul be ſaid to do this, 


to Promote the Service of the Jewiſh Church, tho a ſtrift Few 


be fore his Converſion, but to advance the Propagation of the 


Goſpel. To conclude this Point, which has bin fo clearly 


ſtated by other Writers * , this Parallel will never be found to 


hold, either with Regard to the Centile Converts, who cou d 
never be ſaid to ſeparate from the Jeweſh Church, of which _ 


* Occaſional Conformity a moſt unjuſtifiable practice. A Letter to a Friend. 
from, Oxon, to prove Occaſional Conformiſts guilty of Schiſm and Hypocriſy. Wolf 
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| „ and dhe Diſſentets who Stated fe- = 


different Conditions of the Church in its In fancy then, and 
Eſtabliſhment at preſent; or with regard to the Zerezfh Cere- 
monies and thoſe of the Church: off England, the Firſt whereof 
were Types and Shadows of the Meſſiab, inſtituted by God, to 
ceaſe her his Appearance, and which, in the Apoſtles time, 


among the Jeroiſb Converts, were rather Matters of Charity 
and Prudence, than of Conformity or Nonconformity, and wholly 


indifferent, as lying under no Command or Prohibition of any 


Law: Whereas the other being rather decent than typical, 
are enjoin'd by the Church and Authority of the Apoſtles for 
Zatfication and Order, not to be aboliſh'd. as the Fewrfh Cere- 
.monies were; unleſs this Author and his Brethren , the 
Difſenters, can ſhew any new Commiſſion to diſobey theſe 
Eccleſiaſtical Powers; and to erect a new Church and Religion 


with the Apoſtles, in Oppoſition to that already eſtatlifh'd. 


B. 15. But this Author, to defend his Occaftonal Conformiſt 
among the Diſſenters, is pleas d to ſuppoſe there may be an Oc- 
caſiaua Momcomfor miſt among Church · Men, who may bejuſtif d 
upon the ſame Principles, But who this very MODERATE 
CHURCH-MAN is, that can go to a Conventicle, and receive 
their pretended Sacrament there Occaſionally, and yet Statedly 
Communicate with the Church of England, we are as much at a 


Doss to know, as I hope this Author is to prove. Certainly no true 


Member of the Church of England can entertain ſuch looſe and 


Low, Ar Opinions of his own Church, as to Communicate 
Wich ſuch Perſons, as are calt out of its Body, by their Sepa- 


ration, and its own Diſcipline; and who can never pretend 
either to the Being, Conſtitution, or Name of a Church. But 
this imaginary Practice, we find here defended by another 
Apaftolical Example, that of St. Peter, who is deſerib'd as 
a Stated Communicant "with the Jewiſh Church eftabliſh'd by Law, 
and an Occaſional Communicant with the ſeparate Aſſemblics of 


the Reform'd Gentiles, and conſequently that a Charch-of- 


England. Man may Occaſionally conform with a  Gentile- 
Diſſenter. Now it may be remember'd on this Author's Prin- 


_ _ ciples, that a Man is bound to offer God the moſt perfect Wor- 


mMip in his Power, and that tis the moſt provoking Affront to 
him, to give him a leſs acceptable Service, when we are af 
; | 7 | 9 
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of: giving à better. On uihich account, whoſoever bind the 
Aſjemblies f tbe Diſſeuters Lawful, hut the Church preferable 
1 em, is oblig d, by his Perſwaſion, to Communicate, noronly 
Statealy, hut Couſt autiy, with the Latter, aud not only for the ½,ͥ 
moſt; Part, but always to purſue the Courſe, which tends moſt 
to his Spiritual Improvement. Neither is this contradicted 
by St. Peter's Practice at Antioch, which ſince our Author 
urges as a Precedent for | Occaſional Conformity, he mult fup- 
poſe, that in this Apoſtle's Opinion, the Churches of the 
. Gewtile Proeiytes were Good' and Lawful, but that of the 
 Fewiſh Converts BEST, as being zealous of the Law, which the 
Centiles neglected. Whereas nothing is more clear from Serip- 
ture, than that he thought neither of em inferior or prefer- 
able to the Other, on that Score. He had bin inſtructed by a 
Viſion Wort to ibin any Mau common or unclean, from which 
he rightly argued, that God was no Reſpeer of Perſons or N. 
trons, but the ad of the Gentiles as well as the Jews, accept. 
ing in all MWations indifferently thoſe who do his Will, and work 
Righteonſueſs: This yet more fully appears, from his Speech 
at the Council of Feruſalem, when the Queſtion under De- 
bate was, Whether the Believing Gentiles were oblig'd to 
keep the Law of Moſes, which he 'oppos'd with the greateſt 
Zeal and Earneſtneſs, and in ſuch a Manner as ſhew'd that the 

Neglect of the Jewiſb Ceremonies wou'd not, in his Opinion, 
render their Worſhip leſs acceptable, Co (ſays he] has put 
no Difference between us and them,.\ purifying their Hearts tbr 
Fatth,. and concludes, Me believe that thro' Grace we ſhall be 
fav'd even as they. Acts 15 9. and 11. Than which Words 
none cou'd have more fully expreſs'd his equal Eſteem of the 
Fewrſh and Gentile Churches, and his Perſwaſion that the Di- 
verſity of their Rites, gave neither, aPrecedency to the Other, 
in the Divine Favour. So that St. Peter did not Communi- 
cate: Stazedly with the Fewiſh, and Occaſionally with the Gen- 
tile Ohurches, as :hinking. One preferable to the Other, nor there- 
fore does he warrant, by his Example, Oecaſional Non con- 
formity, as this Writer groundleſly aſſerts. But ſuppoſing 
St. Peter had ſhe wen a little too much Zeal for the Ceremonies 
of the Jeuiſb Chureh, and once had bin carried away by it, er- 
roneouſly to refuſe Communion with the Centiles, for fear of 
giving Scandal to the eus — St. Pau / reproves him for) 
ei a 4 yet 
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yet this Apoſtles Prejudice and Frailty, in this Caſe, wou'd be 


uo Argument for a Member of our Church Occaſionally to 


Con form with the Diſſente 8, who can never juſtly pretend to 
the Apoſtolical Inſtitution ofa Church. So that the ZZppocrifpanid- 


Diſfmulation, that our Author ſays St. Paul charg d upon St. 
Peter, ought properly to be retorted on our Occaſional Con- 


formiſts. CC 
F. 16. Our Author goes on to diſplay the Lalitudinarian 


Principles of the Diſſenters, and, in che next Paragraph, pre- 
ſents us with a ſort of Free Thinkers, Men of Vaſt and GOM- 


PREHENSIVE Spirits, who ſcorn to be confin'd within the 


narrow Bounds of any ſingle Church, who neither renounce 


our Gommunion, nor Satedly adhere to the Diſſenters, who 
ually eſteem Church and Con venticle, and think the Orders 
of thoſe that Officiate in both, alike Valid and Legal. They 
make no Difference betwixt Biſhops and Presbyters, betwixt 
Forms of Prayer, and Extemporary Harangues, and are above Ob- 
ſervingthe little Marks, and Pedantick Peculiarities whereby Re- 
ligious Societies ſtand diſtinguiſn'd from each other. They can be 


Occaſionall eee eee Infidels, Hereticks, Quakers, 


Deiſts, Socinians, Atheiſts, or what not, as the Caprice takes 
em, and it ſuits beſt with their preſent Humour or Intereſt. 
Theſe Chriſtians at large (if they can lay any Claim to that 


3 Name,) have their Faith always to chooſe, and their Prin- 
7. 10, 


czples (if they have any) at Command, and frequent the Com- 
munton of Epiſcopal, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches 
mndifferently, as Circumſtances aud Occaſions happen to determine 


and invite, in which they act as correſpondent to themſelves, as. 


either of the former Occaſional Eonformiſts do. That there are 
ſuch a Party of COSMOPOLI1TES, ſuch Vagrants and 
Ubiquitarians in Religion, Men equally of all and none, muſt 


be own d to the Shame of the Nation, and the ſcandalous 


Abuſe of the AF Toleration, which becauſe our Author 
cou d not defend by the | Scripiural Examples of St. Pater and 
St. Paul, he has endeavoured to juſtify them by the Pagan Pre- 
cedent of Diogenes. And it wou'd be highly for the Advan- 


tage of the State, if theſe Cizi2ens of the Yor 4 would follow 


their great Predeceſlor's Example, confine themſelves, like 

that Sage Philoſopher, to Preach out of their 7. ubs, and re- 

nounce their Relation to all particular Communities, as ee 
| : . | ; a ve 
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Gave emblies, belides thoſe; of -Proteſtants, tho; by à lucky; 


ance, they:were ſeaſonably re converted at the Revolotion:; 
for they are always directed by That Firſt aud moſt Fuuda. 


mental Lau of Mature, -Self-Preſervation, and are therefore 
ready to comply with any, novel. Scheme of Government and 
Religion, that the yuhink they cab. gain. by. | 


N IC. 9. IV., Our Auther ;Pracegds 


to aſſert, That it is at lawful aud conſiſtent. for 4 Church: Man, 


or Diſſenter, to go ſometimes 10 a Meeting, and ſometimes 10 4 
Church, as, for a Church-Man to go ſometimes: to.a Cathedral, 
ſometimes ta a Pariſh-Church, at one time to a Church under Epiſ- 


copal Furiſdittion, at ansther to one exempted from: it; That we 


can't found. the Unlawfulneſs of going ro Meet me upon any De- 


of the Diſſenting Miniſters, whoſe Congraparrons We Yet con- 
demmn as Schiſmatigcal, were Epiſcopally Qraain'd . „ Laſtly, 


Since our Laws have granted ſome: Privileges to Diſſenter's Cu- 


regations, as, well at to the Church, they can't ſee any difference. 
Terween Wmſhiving God in the One w-the 0 nich W 
Reply, both with regard to the Zegality and Conſiſtency of this 
Pradlice. The Laws and Canons of our Church pets £446 
Members all Communion with ſeparate Congregations, and 
therefore no True Church-Man can go 70 any Meeling, without 


Other... To which we 


o 


a known; and deliberate, Violation of thoſe expreſs Injunctions. 


Which at the ſame time require his Attendance, gither in a 


Cathedral, Exempt, or Parith-Church; according as his Refi. 
dence happens. .to be, becauſe in all theſe, there 7s the ſame 
Uniformity in Worſhip, One Publick Liturgy, which is the 


ſame, Said or Sung, One Prieſthood, One Confeſſion of Faith, 


One Hope, and the ſame. Charity, and conſtant Viſible, Com- 
munion,, which. Unites em in the, Body of Chr. ; But.thele 

ings being in 2 great meaſure Deficient in the ſeparate Aﬀem- 
blies of the Diſſenters, no fincere Son df the Church.can law- 


ciples. I know not what Law the Diſſenters can urge for 


their Occaſional Communion with the Church, either from 


the At of Uniformit ye or Toletation; but certainly 'tis'e- 
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fully Join with em, and be conſiſtent with his own Prin- 
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ein by ne means be thought f infer their Hi Hpment any 
more pn the” Toleration-of à Bear-Garden, Play Houſe, : or 
er 


Stews can make em Legal Refipions Sotieries. Since the Ack 
that Tolerates Conventicles never Revers'd the Preceprive 
Part, nor therefore the Obligation of any Laws made againſt 
theſe” feparare Aſſemblies. But ſuppoſing Conventicles were 
only Toletated, but Eſtabliſh'd, yer would they be'never - 

the Jefs' Siufül and schifmatical: Since thofe who Officiate- 
in them, as Prieſts, never recei vd any ſuffictent' Commiſſion 
to execute that Function, and conſequently uſurp an Autho- 
rity they have nothing to do with: Or, if they ever did re- 
ceive · ĩt from i Fo which, if there can be alleg d any, 
they muſt be very it, 


[| 


iſt be very few Tnſfances) yer they have Renouned'i 
fy rs # and Revolting from that Power from which 
they, Neceiv c it. So that their Relinquiſhin our Church 
may be very juſtly eſteem'd as an Abandoning its Authority, 
a voluntary Re! 18 of its "Gifts and Offices, and an Apo- 
| ftacy, not only fromthe Communion wherein, hut the Hands | 
whereby they” were Ordzin'd.” And to gather Churches out 
of laufu ] and well conſtituted Churches, and without cauſe, 
f ; 4 t 
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aorerev} Altar againlt Altar, is de deftat that, ſolemn Brayer'of 
[our Dying Low, chat Z, Folloxers Jbou'd Le one's as be and vol ir. 
bas Father are que, and it is the gryſſelt Violation'ol that Di- 11. 
vine Precept, to Glorify. God 2011h ,one Mind, and one Month, 1 
and of thoſe innumerable; others, which ſo earneſtly recom. 6 


recom- 
mend, and fo ſtrictiy enjoin 20e Preſervation.of 7he Unity of the 
Du in 1he Houd of, ent. ot i 8 

ocaſional Confor miſt's Practice, let us next pals to its e 
zugy, Which this Author urges as the moſt proper Met od, 
40 Root-out Party iu the State, and Bigotry in the Church; But 
certainly this happy Effect nothing can be found to produce in 
unc dan but Agreement in Matters, of Faith, and. Uni- 
Formity in Worſhip: We need only ep gor the Truth, of 
this; Alſertion, to the undoubted Records F our, own Hiſtory. 


and Experience, which abundantly convince us, that the 
Church was never Rent with Schiſm, but the State Sympa- - 
thiz d in its Calamities; And that the Members of the ſame 
Society gan never differ in their Religious Perſwaſions without 
Hatred, and Refentment, nor agree without Union and Con- 
ſederacy. The Propagation of Chriſtianity at ſelf, where it 
did not perfectly diſplace the Jeuſ, or Pagan Worſhip, was 
attended with this 11] Conſequence, that It atuided the Father 
againſt tbe! Son, and the'Son againſt the Father. :: Nothing but 
agenetal Indiffe rene to all Religion, the. worth and therareſt 
Quality, chat can befal any People, can preſerve. ſo much as 
Civil and Social Unity betwixt thoſe who Dilagree er 
Creed, and in their Modes of Adoration. As unlikely is it, 
that thoſe who thus differ, ſhould place their Religion, rather 
in the great Articles and Duties of it, than the peculiar Te- 
nents and Practices of their reſpective Sects: that Self love 
and Pride ſhoa d not determine em o meaſure their Sanctitz, 
and Orthodoxy, more by cheir Oppoſition to each grher, than 
che Conformity of their Manners. and Opinions to the Goſpel, 
No Practices chere fore, which Cheriſh and Multiply different 
Religious Sects, in any Nation, can ever be thought to tend to 
extirpate Faction and Bigetry out of it, which will be always 
an the contrary, fo , the inevitable Conlequenceh of it. 
Nenn in Church, or State, can be expected under 
ch; 1 Intereſts, unleſs Uniſp . A | 
10 | 9 ens 
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Nene Jug mente, ang their Agreement in Faith #nd Worſhip, 
be fuppos d the neceſſary Condition of it. But our Author 
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Obo always places his Goalie in bir Gain) is of Opinion, 


that nothing can be ſo likely an Expedient for an Univerſal 
Union in Religion, as an Equality of Rights to Employments 
qvhich- opens a Door to all Honeſt DYSSENTEA&S an 


MODERATE CHURCH-MEN' (whom he conſtantly 


: 


| Coos, being indeed both ot the ſame ſpurious Breed and 


wicked Alliance) 7o enter inio Preferment That it is no 


matter, whether a Man goes either to Church,' or Meeting, fo 


that he does but profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian in general; and by 
pretending to zar Worſhip, can get himſelf advanc'd into 
any profitable Poſt, or Office, that he may be better 'qualify'd 
' to ferve his Church and Country, in Betraying both, of which 
he was never a ſincere, or true Member. ls it not to be juſtly 
fear'd, that not only Men of Senſe, but even the Common and 


meaneſt ſort of People will, and cannot but judge ſuch Men x 
real Principles from their open Examples, and conclude, that 


their whole Religion lies in Places, their Conſcience in the 
Exchequer, and their ws. OY in Dominion? And when Re- 
ligion is thus leſſen d, by this diſgraceful Notion, nothing can 
keep up its Credit and Power from being gradually ſunk; and 
at laſt eradicated out of the World. n 
P. 18. §. V L The laſt Topick , from which this Writer 
41-54 patty þ 

recommends 


fional Conformity, is, that 77 7s highly fer- 
wiceable; to the Church, in tending to induce ſuch as pratiice it, tu a 
ronftant Communion. But what Uſe or Service that can bring 
to the Church, which utterly overturns and deſtroys its Re- 
ligion, is a Paradox which we defire this inconſiſtent Writer 
to explain, with the reſt of his Contradictions. But to uſe his 

ent againſt him, ſuppoſing that Occa/ional Con- 


| own . 
Fermiiy ſhou d be a likely Means of reconciling ſome Diſſenters 


P. 15. fays is'mutatis nutandis founded upon i 


to the Church, Occa/iona/ 8 which our Author 

e ſame Principles, will, 
on the other hand, ſeduce as many to the Conventicle. So 
that it will do as much ZZerms to the Church, on the one {ide 
at leaft, as can be pretended it will do good on the Other. For 
if Partral Communion with the Ohurch is, according to this 
Author's Principles,” as likely to paſs into Conflant Conformity, 
then its neceſſary Attendant, Parti Communion with 7 


Diſſenters muſt be allow'd as likely to paſꝭ into as conſfant 
Nun. conformity. The former of theſe Effect ow Author re: 


„ 


ſol ves into he groſs Stupidity," which: diſpoſes maſt Men o ne. 


count things eitber altogether and at all times Gb, or altogether 
and at all times Bad, and the ſame general Infirmity of Mau- 
kind tends equally to produce the latter. But to prove that 
Occaſional Conformity may paſs into conſtant Commanion, 
this Author alleges the Words of à Ertat Prelate, producing 
the Conſequence off the Bartholomew. Act n 62. as an Inſtance 
of it. We deny not; but that ſome Men at that time, through 
Fear of Loſing thoſe Preferments, which they till then enjoy d, 
or a Proſpect of Getting Better, might be brought by theſe 
Mercenary Motives, either daher fes or in their Families, 
to a conſtant Cohformity to the Church. But this Fact 1 
equally as good a Reaſon to paſs: the Bill againſt Occaſional Con. 
formity: Becauſe it may prove à means of indueing thoſe, 
who Occgſionally Con form for a Place or Office, Conſtantly to 
Con form, to keep it. But the Advantage the Church is like 
to have from ſuch Falſe Converts, has not been found of ſuch 
great Suuice to Her, as to encourage Her to gen Her Arms 
to embrace ſuch as have always ſerv d rbemſelbes in enjoying 
Her Revenues, and let flip no 6ccafion of Betraying or De- 
ſerting that Communion ,- when their Intereſt invited, the 
onely Hypocritical Ground it was built upon. To put this 
Tnftance à little higher: Suppoſing any Man ſhould out of 
Principle Abjure Epiſcopacy, and yet afterwards pon the 
view of One or Two. Thouſand Pounds a Tear, | ſhow'd not 
onely Ocraſionally Conform to, but ſuſtain that Order, which 
he had renounc'd before as TAlegal. I ſay, onely ſuppoſing 
ſuch a thing, which God forbid ſhould ever befal His Church 
won'd not ſuch a Time-ſerving Apoſtate be a foul Stain and 
| Reproach upon the Dignity he bore? Cou'd we think he wou'd 
ſincerely believe or aſſert the Doctrines of the Church, maintain 
its Diſcipline, or ſupport its Rights and Privileges? Would not 
this Demetrius, this Crafts- man in Religion, who adores his 
Diana for the Cain f the Sifuer Shrines, ſhould the Temple be 
aeſpis a, or its Magnificence agſtroyd, Perſecute St. Paul, or 
like Demas Forſake him? Such Men foZow Chr:i/# for his 
Zoaves, and not for his Doctrine. And the ſame Suppoſition 
will be found to have the ſame Conſequence in all leſſer in- 
ſtances. | M | P. 19. 


* 
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ur Author proceeds to tell us, chat It is the. Pre 
als, to ei and jucge the Hearts of . the-Dif. 
7 er de due laben cue cart to inform themſelves; 
e prufeſ vba they believe; aud that 
le be in the wrong, they have yet an ungueſtionable 
. 70 Tolcration, the Nature and Extent of which he after 
wards deſcribes, I hope what I have already ſaid, and ſhall 
further offer, will convince my Reader, that the Reaſons for 
their Separation, and Occaſional Conformity, are altogether 
F that conſidering under what Advantages of In- 
Jormation they have liy'd. from their Infancy, thoſe among 
'em who are really Miſtaken, have not us'd due Impartiality 
and Diligence in their Enquiries after Truth; that the In- 
conſiſtency in their Practice ſhews their Diſobedience to our 
Laws, to proceed not from the Feakneſs of their Judgment, 
but the Perverſneſs of tbein Fill, and therefore excludes em 
from all Pleas of Impunity, with which Error and Sincerity 
can ſupply Offenders. Therefore it can be no Breach of 


16 F.. 


: 
177 
142 i h 


tHe 
abe . 


Charity in chat Accompliſm d Gentleman, Sir. El. Hachworth, 


ox any other ſenſible Perſon, to Charge them with Zypocriſy, 


whole oper and avdeviable AFions: are ſo Repugnant to their 


profe]5'4.Opinions, as to leave not the leaſt ground to belie ve 
them HONEST. If cheſe wilful Errors mult be extenuated 


with py Hide of a Weakneſs in Judgment, I hope the Diſ- 


{enters themſelves will at leaſt own this, That it ſhews how 


Offices they pretend to haye a Right to, upon no other Qua- 


Offs they pre? are to fill and diſcharge thoſe Places and 
 kbcation chan that of their Iguorance: Doubtleſs fuch Men 


are admirably capacitated to Rule, and Preſcribe Laws, which 


_ they, own they cannot Underſtand, and to which they cou'd 


never themſelves pay. Obedience, or be reſtrain'd by their 


| Wag »; Andif they are to be Tolerated for no other Reaſon, 


aut .becauſe.they are Peaceable Hen, I fear they will be under 
go thy: WA to make out their Claim to this Reaſon, 
Knee their Mifakes (as they lightly term their Rebellious 
Obſtinacy] have been found as Fatal and Pernicious to the 
Peace and Security of the Kingdom, as they have been Re- 


proachful to themſelves. But we come now to examine thoſe 


Arguments on Which they wou'd found this Toleration. As 


tor our Author's Deſcription of a Ferſect Unlimited Toltra- 


Lion, 


| Uni Aſſerted anid-Provid.  -. N $1 
ad 2:28 e and eee eg: 
neral Notion implying, a ſufering a thing io be dane without 
Puniſments; a cunpleat — —e—ê af rboſe Mem- 
bers of any Nation, who are Miſtaken in Matters of: Religion, 
#s' (as he ſays): an Exemption of: them" from all: Civil Penalties 
bn that account. And ſuch a Toleration of our Proteſtant 
Diſſenters in particular, is, Seenting chem from all Harm and 
Loſs which cur Laws protect [INNOCENT Gen fr The 
A of Toleration therefore does allow the Diſſenters in the 
Exerciſe of their Religion, and the Enjoyment of their Lives 
and Fortunes, but the Legiſlators cannot be thought by That 
Act, ſo to have Tyed up their own Hands, as for ever to have diſ- 
abled themſelves, by any /abſequent Lau, from reſtraining the 
ineroaching Abuſe of that Toleration, to the Prejudice of 
thoſe that granted it. Nor can it be fuppos d, that this 4 
of Toleration ſhould! entitle the Diſſenters to all the Privilege: 
thoſe enjoy, who Obey the Alt of Uniformity; or, that t 
excluding the Diſſenters from thoſe Privileges,” is a Penalty, 
or Inconſiſtent with their Liberty of Chooſing and Profeſſing 
their own Religion. Doubtleſs Prejudice and Intereit can 
never ſo much Blind and Infatuate theſe Men, as to render 
em incapable of ſeeing the vaſt Difference betwixt Protection 
and Privilkge, Impunity and Reward; Certainly a Man may 
enjoy Liberty and Property, and all that a Good and /nunacent 
Citizen is entitled to, tho he be not Advanc'd or Prefert d 
by the Pablick Fauour, the want of which can no ways 
hinder him from the Profeſſion of his Religion. But we ſhall 
proceed to examine further thoſe Arguments, upon which 
the Diſſenters found their Eight to this Univerſal, Unlimited 
Toleration ; and ſhall prove, ar ſuch an Unbounded Zremp- 
tion from all Coercrve Penalties whatſoever, as they Demand, 
can't be Due to them in ſtrict ice, but mult be à meer 
Act of Grace and Favour: That however, to debar them 
from Publick Employments wou'd be no Breach of their 
Toleration, and that the Learned Sir Hummbry Mackworth (to 
whom the Higbeſt Returns of Gratitude are Owing, from all 
True Friends of the Church and Hate, for his ſignal Service 
to Both) has De fended this Cauſe with the greateſt Strength 
of Reaſon, and without the leaſt Self. Contradictioſ here. 
charg d upon him, by the _ ſeandalous Iaſtance of * 


— — 
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he World, our Fallacious, Ignorant and Self: betraying Soribler. 
Paz I The Firſt Propoſition here laid dowñ is, That 
troutarly the Diſſruters,; for ubeſe Reaſons, becauſe no Man can 
E beheving uubat be T HI NAM ir true, and every.” 
Man is bound o worſhip God in ibat way whichihe. THINKS 
ss beft; "and aha u ian ſboul bs puniſb u for that which he can't 
or ought nr 70:h6hp. \ Here Vdefire the Reader to obſerve,; that 
this Argument, if Conbluſive, will ſerve to prove an Hęua] Right 
of Toleration to all SEC FS OF INFIDELS and PAPIS TS, 
in their Prophane and Superſtitious Opinions, which the 
Diſſenters will hardly grant to the Latrer, whatever they will 
do to the Former. But have Heretic a RIGHT publickly 
to Profeſs and propagate their Hereſies? St. Pauli who deliver'd 
ome of them over to Satan, did not it ſeems underſtand fh 
mndefeaſable-Right, that every Man has of Thinking, Talking, 
and Acting as he pleaſes: And our Legiſlators, both Eceleſi- 
aſtiga and Civil, have entrench'd upon the Liberty of Man- 
kind, in preſuming to lay any Reſtraint on this Univerſal, 
Freedom: The Statute 2 Heæretico comburendo was. forſoolY 

much fitter for the Flame, than thoſe Martyrs. to Vill 
which it condemn d. According to this Notion, the whole Re- 
velation of God muſt be entirely ſubject to Human Will, and 
the Zews had doubtleſs 4 RIGHT to commit Idolatry, and to 
erucify our Rleſſed Lord and Saviour, becauſe theſe execrable 
Crimes were perhaps agreeable to their own Perſwaſions, and 
they were ſo groſly wirhed and ſtupid as to THINK they 
a God (good Service hy them. But will the Diſſenters ſo far 
imitate their abſurd Example and Tenents, as to deny this 
manifeſt Truth, That Our Opinions are ſo far in our Power 
as to Butiſi us to Rewards and Puniſhments? The «Moſaick 
ZLaw:threatnid:i7emporal Death to the Disbelicf of God's Unity. 
and Providence, and the Gepe! as expreſſy denounces Eternal, 
to ſuch as reject and deſert their Faich. Both therefore by ſup- 
poſing Men's Opinions to be Criminal, imply, that they are Ho- 
laue. Whoſoe ver thinks otherwiſe, mult deny the Sin- 
cerity of that Exhortation of St. Pau to the Corintbiaus, I Ep. 
C. I. V. To: I befeech: you Brethren, by the Name of our Lord 
Jeſuu Chrift,, that ye all *ſpeak the ſame thing, that there be no 
Diviſions mung you, but that you be perfettly;yoin'd together 4 
| ils ze 
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the ſame uagment. Which ſolemn Words of the Apoſtle ean 
ſignify nothing, unleſs. we allow, that when Men —— op- 

ite Perſwaſions, and divide from the Church, thoſe who ate 
in the Wrong, are not only at Liberty, but are oblig'd to re- 
linquiſh their Errors, and embrace the Truth: and conſe- 
quently ' tis ridiculous Nonſenſe to ſay. with this Author, That 
a'e Man is neither able nor bound to retract bis Errors. Indeed 
the Mind of Man neceſſarily judges according to the Appear- 
ance of Things, but that they ſnou'd appear in a due and con- 
vincing Light, depends upon our Will and Election, becauſe it 
is in our Power to proſecute or reſtrain: our Enquiries after 
them, and to divert the Underſtanding from examining and 
conſidering any Truth, which without ſuch a previous Con- 
ſide ration, we cannot aſſent to. And ſince, from the Abuſe of 
this Liberty, proceeds all the Variety of Errors which we fall 
into, we are as juſtly reſponſible for theſe, as the very imme- 
diate Acts of our Will. And tho a Man ſhou'd be bound 70 
wor ſbip God in that way which be T HINKS is he beſt, yet 
if his Conſcience err in its Information, he is accountable for 
THINKING that Worſhip true, which is falſe, and eonſe- 
quently is liable to a Penalty for it. But this Matter has bin 
in a great Meaſure ſtated before. ra Wr 
P. 23. $. II. The Propoſition, whereby this Author proves 
a Man's Tight to a Toleration, let him Thin what he will, is 
Becanſe no « Man, neither in general, nor the Magiſtrate in par- 
ttcalar, has an / Authority, either to oblige another by a Law to 
believe any Speculative Article; or 70 . of any lou of 
War ſhip, or elſe to undergo a OR he Magiftrate (he ſays) 
has no ſuch Authority, becauſe his Province extends no farther 
than the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the Subject, but” 
can't reach to an Points of Faith or Worſhip, which being not the 
Ends of Civil Society, can't be the Matter of the Enatting Part of 

Lau. But can this Author be either ſo confident or1gno- 
rant to aſſert, that this is not a quite different Repreſentation 
of the End and Extent of the Magiſtrate's Power, from what 
St. Pani and St. Peter have given us of it? The Fr whereof 
in the 13h of his Epiſtle to the Romans, terms the Qſagiſtrats 
the Miniſter of Cod, aud an Avenger to execute urathbon Ibn 
tbat do Evil. v. 4. And the Second places the Exerciſe of his 
Authority in the Puniſhment. of Evil Diers, and tbr * 
" 35h em 
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hems bat do' well. 1 Ep. 2. 14. Whereas,” in this Writer's 
Opinion, the Magiſtrate's Commiſſion only warrants him to 
Prote# the Lives and promote the Civil Interefts of the People, 
but not to intermeddle in their Feligiout Concerns, not to Exe- 
ente Frath upon Evil Doers as fuch, unleſs their Impieties 
_ aceidentally interfere with the Temporal Advantages of the 
Community. This Advocate of the' Fanaticks has forgot the 
Power the Lay. Elder, formerly claim'd and exercis d among the 
Presbyterians, who were inveſted with a mixt ſort of Secular, as 
well as Eceliſiaſtioal ſuriſdiction, and had the Authority of Com- 
pulſion and Penalty lodg d in their Hands: and that their Bre- 
thren, now in Kol laua, put it in ſuch rigorous Execution, that 
it is there, no leſs than Forfeiture of Goods and Eſtate, to believe 
or profeſs any Doctrines contrary to thoſe eſtabliſh'd. But how- 
ever, ſuppoſe we ſhould allow our Author, what he fo abſurdly 
alerts, that The Sole End of Government is to protect the Lives, 
Liberties and Properties of the Subject, does not the Belief and 
practice of Religion, in their own Nature and proper Effects, 
tend to promote the public Good, and has not God aflign'd the 
benign and vindictive Diſpenſations of his Providence, to the 
Inereaſt and Decay of Piety in any Nation? Is not this the 
plain and expreſs Tenour of the whole Legal as well as Zvan- 
Selica! Oeconomy ? Is not this the great Covenant of God with 
Mankind, declar das well by Moſes as Cbriſt, and all the Prophets 
fince the World began? And have not we found their Veracity 
fulfill'd in a viſible Demonſtration, that Righteouſneſs exalteth 
a Nation, and Sin is the Reproach of any ee ? Certainly the 
Magiſtrates Commiſſion, which requires him to provide for, 
and fecure the Temporal Intereſt of. the Community, does by 
Conſequence oblige him, as he is God's Vice-Gerent, to pre- 
ſerve and propagate the true Faith and Worſhip. . As for the 
Ebnreh's Legiſlative. Power and Authority to inflit# Penalties , 
which this Author denies, if by Penalty he underſtands a 
Qui SantFion, we freely grant, that the Authority of the 
Church, when not aſſiſted and ſeconded by that of the Ma- 
—.— does not, by it ſelf, extend to the Inflicting any ſuch 
Penalty. The Power of the Church is always the ſame, whe- 
ther it be under a State. of Perſecution, Toleration, or Eſta- 
bliſhment: and, in both the former Conditions, Obedience is 
only due to ãt under the Pain of Ecclefiaſtical Cenſures, u. the 
13 . . 
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Conſequence annext 0 em, of, incurring God's. Infinite Dif. 
pleaſure : A Sanftion, one wou d think, in it ſelf ſuſicient, to 
need no additional Civil Penalty to enforce it. As for the 
Church's having any Power to make any new Article of Faith, 
our own Church having, in her XX Articie, ſo expreſly diſ- 
own'd it, this Writer is very unſeaſonably impertinent, in 
endeavouring to. prove the Illegality of any ſuch Impoſition. 


However, ſhe might think her ſelf inveſted with ſuch an Au- 


thority, were there no better Argument againſt the Exerciſe 
of it, than what onr trifling Author produces, which 1s this 


_ Magiſterial Aſſertion, That he Church has no Leg iſlatiue 
Power, and is reftrain'd barcly to the Execution of thoſe Laws 


which our Saviour has left us. A poſition utterly inconſiſtent 
with that Command of the Author of the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, Obey thoſe who have the Rule over you, and ſubmit 


your ſelues, for they watch for your Souls, e. 1 3. v. 197: And with 
the whole Conduct of the . of Jeruſalem, as it ſtands 
recorded in the 1544 of the A. In which the Apoſtles and 


Elders gave the higheſt Proof of a Legiſlative Power reliding in 


the Church , and extending to what our. Saviour never prohi- 
bited or en join d. The Execution of this Power is ſometimes 
render'd more eaſy, by the Aſſiſtance of Civil Governonrs, 
when, according to their Duty, they encourage and ſupport 
the Church in her Authority, ſometimes more difficult, by 
their Oppoſition, when 7he A7ngs of the Earth ſtand up, and 
the Rulers take Connſel together, againſt the Lord and bir 
Aae. whom they ought to hiſs and reverence, leſt he be angry, 
and they periſh from the right way: Pſ. x. 2. Thus as the 
Church may Enact Laws for Decency and "oe Order, the 
State is oblig'd to inflict thoſe Penalties. by additional Laws, 
that are moſt likely to enforce them. And this Doctrine is 
2 agreeable to the Conſtitution of our own Kingdom, 
in Which er <Maje/ly enjoys both Powers United, and is 
Supream in all Cauſes, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. Which, me- 


thinks, our Author might have remember'd that he had 


granted in his Dedication to the Queen, tho' he expreſly 
enies it here: But defending the Principles of the Occaſions! 
Conformiſt, he cou'd not forbear imitating his Example. 
F. 24. FK. III. The Third Reaſon for an Abſolute Tolera- 
Lion of all Religious Sechs, is drawn from the Nature Pe- 
| 1 nalties, 


P. 19. 
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nalties, as Being wholly Iurſſectual to convince the Mind, that 


onely to reſtrain ana deter, not to per ſuade or convmee. It mul 
2 be acknowledged, that Penalties annex d to the Diſ- 

belief of any Doctrine, are no Proof of its Truth: but how- 
ever, they may be doubtleſs, very inſtrumental in gaining our 
Aſſent to it. Thus the Improvement of Youth in Arts and 
Sciences generally depends upon the Strictneſs and Severity 
of their Inſtructors, tho no Man ever pretended to believe 
the Truth and Certainty of what is learnt, deducible from it. 


Is not that tremendous Threat of our bleſſed Saviour, upon 


amy Article of Faith is. true, or of Warſhip beſt, 2 


which is laid no leſs than the whole Support of the Chriſtian 


Faith, He hat Helieveth not ſhall be Damm a, à moſt unde- 
niable Inſtance of the proper uſe and efficacy of Penalties, to 
convince the World, and influence their Belief? Which 
eoud never attain the end for which it was denounc'd, did 
not the dread of Puniſhment diſpoſe Men for Conviction, and 


controul their Belief as well as Practice. From whence it ap- 


pears, that tho Puniſhments are no Proper MHedium's io prove 
the Truth of any Doctrine, yet both God and Man have made 
choice of em, as very powerful Means to contribute to a 
our Belief of it, by conſtraining us to apply our ſelves to 
the molt effectual Helps and Methods of knowing it. But our 
Author, with as much Vit as Philiſophy, ſtill urges, That Me- 
thing but a Connection between [deas, and the Evidence of that 
Conneet:on can convince : and there being no Connection between 
ihe Truth of any Propoſition aud a Penalty, it is impoſſible by 
- Penalties to wor any Conuict ion. If this Sceptical Writer had 
liv'd an the time of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, when 
the Goſpel was firſt promulg d, upon this Principle he might 
as well have argued himſelf into a Disbelief of its Doctrines, 
as now he defends his Diſobedience to the Diſcipline of the 
Church by it. For When he had heard the Articles of Faith 
propos d, as a Means of Salvation, he might have diſputed the 
Want of Connection between the Jatas of Faith and Reward, 
of Znfidelity and Damnation. There are many ſublime Myſte- 
ries in Chriſtianity, which are never to be comprehended or 
explain'd,: by Connect ion of. Ideas, as that of the Trinity, the 
Ingarnation of the Son of God, and the like: Let we are 
oblig d to believe em, on no leſs a Penalſiy than the * 
on | | ter- 
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Eternal Life. i, Not only all Divine Laws, under ther Moſarck 
as well as Cbriſtian Diſpenſation, but all Human: Laws alſo 
muſt be enfored by, Pena/ries, yet is it the Legiſlator ; Buſi- 


neſs to convince any private Man of the Reason of, thoſe 


Laws? Is every Peaſant to diſpute hisSubmilfibn. to the Par/ts- 
mentary Art and Statutes, becauſe. he cant apprehend the 
Ground of every Propoſition contain'd in them, or hag not a 
Cynnection between the Ideas of Thievery, Murder, a li bipping- 

. Poft,. and a Calls So that this kigd of Avtin:myan Writer, 
would entirely bereave all Lawsof their Free and Power-by 
depriving them of their Sanctions. Let us here, without any 
Breach of Charity, judge whether theſe Men's Principles lead 
em, and in what they will end: Is it not in Anarchy as well 
as Aibeiſii, in the utter Subverſion. of all Religion as well as 
Coverument, and the Abregation of all the Laws of God, as 
well as Man? If this impious and ſturdy Seribler in his Mi- 
nority had bin a little more ſubject to Penalties, and had 
underwent the Diſcipline of that Cat. Vine Tailt he men- 


tions, and has ſo. well deſerv'd for his rebellious: Poſition, 


it wou'd have ſtrangely Enligbten d his Underſtanding (as he 
expreſſes it) and have prevented all thoſe dark Reaſonings he 
ſo blindly urges, and which, to ſpeak the Truth, a Corporal 
Correckion is the beſt Anſwer to. 11 0 Sti li treatnnt T 
P. 24. §. IV. His next Argument, againſt Penalties in Re- 

ligion, is founded Upon this Suppoſition, That an Authority 
Zo inſtict them would not be Uſeful to Mankind, becauſe that 
Men, not being Infallible, may by the exerciſe of that Power, 
propagate Error as well as Truth that this is very likely to 
happen, becauſe more Churches and«Magi/trates are in the Hrong 
than the Right, and that Truth and Error can never be Propa- 
gated by the ſame Means ; and laſtly, that every Man muſi judge 
freely of Truth for him. 95 and no Man ſhould judge for Another, 
This way of Arguing plainly ſuppoſes, that no Man, who is 
not Infallible, can be ſecure that 4A Opinion about Religious 


* 


Matters is True; and tends to introduce an Univerſal Scep- 


ticiſm into Men's Minds, and concludes as {trongly againſt 
the Method of Recommending our Faith by. Reaſon and Ar- 
gument, as Propagating it by Authority: Since thoſe who 
purſue; the former Method, are not Infallible, and therefore, 
according to our Author, can't be ſecure, that they dont pro- 
ara I | 8 pagate 
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pagate Ener inſtead of Truch The Authority about: which 
we Diſputes is H Power bf enforving cher Be ſief and Practice 
of the Tre Religien by Penalties} Which Power is not rhe 
lefs condieive td chat end) beexuſe ſo Great a: Majority 4 
bm ehe and e hurutes ur we the ming. There was a Tine 
when the True Religion was Profeſs'd but in One Nation of 
the World, in which however, Idolatry (the Religion of all 
Mankind beſides) was by Divine Appointment Puniſſid with 
the utmoſt Severity; Which irrefregably proves, that Pe- 
nalties may be uſeful to reſtrain the Belief and Practice of a 
Falſe Religion, notwithſtanding the greateſt Diſproportion 
betwixt thoſe who Believe, and thoſe who Reject the Truth. 
And nothing is more uſual than that the ſame thing differently 
apply'd, may be inſtrumental in Propagating both Error and 
Truth. The Devil we know had his Orac/es' and Inſpirations 
in Imitation of 60 D's Prophets and Apoſtles. It cannot be 
deny'd, but that the Art of Rhetorick may be abus d, to re- 
commend and ſet off Falſhood, and yet our Author's Dediea- 
tion to Her Majeſty (which ſo vainly abounds with all the 
Affectation of it) is pretended to be written in favour of the 
Truth, to prevent thoſe Repreſentations of the Diſſenter's 
Difloyalty, which had been ſo undeniably prov'd in another 
Dedication to the Queen. A convincing Proof, that Truth 
may be maintain'd, and Error infinuated by the ſame Means. If 
therefore the fear of Puniſhment can Reconcile Men 10 Popiſb To. 
nets, the worſt of Errors, in defiance of the moſt cogent Argu- 
ments (as our Author ſays) may we not ſuppoſe, that when this 
Fear is ſeconded by cogent Arguments, it would moſt effectu- 
ally recommend 'the Truth-to their Aﬀent ? To give Succeſs 
to our Enquiries after it, a free and impartial uſe of our 
Reaſon, without an abſolute Reſignation of it to the Judgment 
of others, is neceſſary. But however, this does not infer, that 
the fear of Puniſhment is not as neceſſary to prevent, or reſcue 
Men out of, Error: Since that moſt efhcaciouſly incites them 
to exert the utmoſt of their Power, which ſo great a Difficulty 
will require as the Renouncing our Prejudices and to lay aſide that 
partial Deference we are ſo apt to give to other Men's Judg- 
ments. However, a private Man ought to be very confident of 
the Truth of his Reaſons, that ſhall preſume to ſet them up in 
Oppoſition, either to the united Opinion of the 1 
| You | ure 3 
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churchz ur chofgenefal Trnetsrof his dn partiona Church 
Won not indeed inp⁊ ru ton ſubſeribe td, Artiales e. 


cannot believe, but in Matte of Doubt und Difficulty; wheres: 
in any One cant be ſuppos d to be an abſolute aud complest 
Judge, he is oblig'd to ſubmit himſelf tothe better Deter 
mination df Men IT Abilicves;-rather\thas. 
malhtkin a Sppuler Opinion,: whithhe it not. politively aflur'd. 
ofi's For if every Man may be allo d to et up;an Uninaiten 
Freedom of Thinking in Religion; as he pleaſts; acbording ta his 
irtegular Humour or Caprice, we ſhould have as many diffe- 
rem Religions, as there are Men in the: World. Tho the Goſpel 
gain'd- Ad miſſion into Men's Underſtanding] by an impartial 
Search of the Scriptures and Examination of the Apoſtles Nox 


ctrine, yer Sto Sa by whoſe Minliſtry it quas ſo. much propa- 81 2 


gatech and who ever any Mami de ſer wd che glorious Character 
of A Votary tb I ruth ; and a Witneſs of it le berg, thought 
Puniſhment ſo proper a Reſtraint of Infidelity, that for it, $6. 


deliver'd | Hymenens. au Philetur over to Stn, Which way of 1 Tim. 1, 
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Exconinunication owasi attended, in ahenprimitive Church, 9. 
Wich the bo , 06 Devil cou'd : infli& both 
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[he Rigbibofvibhe Shuſch of England 
viag left theſe Circumſtances undetermin d: and becauſe the 
afote mention d Powter:cintobe\exccured i whilft they:cqutinues/ 
ſo, they neceffirily fall vadef the Detemminat ion of thoſe who 
are inveſted with it. There can't be; conceived a more raſh. 
and ill. grounded Inference than this of our Author's) That 
becauſe the” Advwitage" of 'Sogiety: 35. tbr Hu un Meaſure. ef, 
Zaul, bereue Indifferent Fiing s rought uh hehe Matter: 
Zaun Sappoſe ſeverab Man axe equally conducive to tlie 
ame End; and each :oopſehuently: Indifferent! with reſpect to 
it, are therefore none to he preſerib d by thoſe to whom the 
roſecution of that Eu /is committed? To uſe our Author's: 
— The Ffir may have ſeveral; Remedies, for 
Pbrenay, as BloodUeninggcHelleboreg dark Room, Gx. Mhere- 
in the Mad. man may be/perhaps confir/d to his Straw, and 4d 
ap from ſome deri tft ofi-Meat's\ and Oriu ti, whereby the 
Doctor renaers himſei, intilęralli to his Patient, who with our 
Author, under theſe Gircumſtances, may ſue for a Toleration: 
However, he cant deny, but that the 9 


fuſe it, and uſe dnylof the ſe Remedies to eure ſuch Enthu- 


fiafts Hut tb leave this Trifler with 64 Chips iu Porrivge, 
under a Courſe with his Doctor, which indeed he ſeems to 
want; Eaws are not made to reſtrain Men only from Fiuriful, 
but alſo to enjoin . Uſeful; Actions: and this Eud is fully an- 
ſwer' d, when the Legiſlator, out of the great Variety of Means 
that offer themſelves to his Choice, aDſpbſer vient to the Pub- 
liel Good, ſelects uc h as Aigficfent for that Purpoſe, tho 
Preferenct to otlie ra, equally ſo I is unhe Duty ofthe Ma- 


giltrate tõ make, not only: ih, but G LAws, not only ſuch 


| 
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as. may be 22norently obey d, but likewiſe ſuch as will tend in 
their Execution to the Genera ' ood and Advantage of-rhe 


people, tho Hot agreeableſtu the particular Humours of every 


Private Mant Wermuſt diſbingu iſh bet wixt che Hound Which 
the Magiſtrate is tolobſeryerm Making Laws,oend:the Meaſures 
of bis\Shbje #'s Obetience 2 iTho\:ther/nexpedience:ot any thing 
ought to debar Hini him from:enjoining it, yer when tig Eu- 
added nothing but the JAlcgality of it, can releaſe them from 


its Obſervation: When the Law is actually promulg d, ſhall 


the Multituderhe permitted te queſtion and een. 
dence and Diſcretiom of their Legilators ? It is the greateſt In- 
convenience, in a Sate, Natw?, chat Men's Actions being 


therein 
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therein directed by their Private Judgments, and thoſe var. 
— pa Xt unanimous. Endeavour can be 75 

Red. amongſt em to repel a Common Enemy, or provide for 
their mutual Security. And this Misfortune muſt equally at- 


tend a State of Society and Government, 1 Subject 


therein, may be allow d to refuſe to act in Conjunction with 
the reſt, whenever his Opinion happens to differ from the 
Legiſlator's, concerning the Expedience of a Law. The Con- 
ſequences of ſuch a wild Libert as this, wou'd; be more 
grievous and intolerable, than all the moſt Vuneceſſary Com- 


mands of the moſt; humourſome Prince in the World. It 
wou'd in ſhort overturn any Conſtitution, and ſubvert the 


very Being of Government. For, What was the Riſe of that 


Damnabile aud never to be forgotten Rebellion in 41. but the ad- - 


mir'd Maxim of our Seditious Pamphleteer, here inſolently 


aſſerted, That Obedience is only due 10 the Magiſtrate, when the 


People think he commands Juſta & Utilia? The Miſeries where- 
of, which he has curſorily term d Zx/ravagancies in his Dedica- 
tion to the Queen, I hope our Author will allow at leaſt to be 


ſomething worſe than he Freaks of Heliagabalus; and that P. 26. 


Eaidct of the Emperor, that ordered all the Spiakr. aueh in Rome 


zo be collected, and the People to be emtertain'd with a Show of 
Mice, Rats, Weaſels, and Pole. cats, was not more ridiculous than 


the awkward Geſticulation, Phantaſtical VERIO and Hypo- 
10 


critical Canting of thoſe Rebellious Saints, who made Re- 
ligion vile and contemptible, by covering all their villanous 
Impieties under a. Godly Maſquerade... But this Author's 
Whole Book is one entire Confutation of this his Beloved 


Maxim, That the Magiſtrate has an undoubted Right to com- 


Fo 


mana Omnia Fufta & Utilia, having, thro' the whole Courſe of 


it, aſſerted, That, every Men has an undoubted Right to. Think, 
WRalicygs and Af a: be. Plaunlt ..... . 
F. a, d. I. Our weak Author having in his own vain Ima- 
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__ giaationTxumph'd, o're the Cauſe of the Church, in main- 


taining.an UNIVERSAL Toleration of all S ECTS and 


INFIDELS whatſoever, proceeds with all the Little Force 


he can Muſter, to Attack that Honourable Member, Sir H. 
eMackworth,, who has ſo eminently. Signaliz'd himſelf. in 
this Controverſy; and repreſents him under the odious Cha- 
nder of a Perſerutor, both 


2 


in his Opinions and Practice. 417 N 
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firſt Reaſon he 8 to ground this Accufation upon, ii 
this Wort Gentleman ſuppoſing Occaſional Cunformiſis to he 
FHypocrites, in that they pretend Conſcience, aud purſue nothing 
but their Advantage. The Truth of which, we have already 
in ſome meaſure prov'd, and we hope to make undeniably 


appear in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. That this is _ 
by Many of the Diſſenters themſelves, admits of no diſpute, 


and "nf: (rea 2 49 pra ch 1 — cone | 
may be ſuppos'd' to Aſſert, not for any Quarntneſs of Expreſſion, 
bur kia bees Aſſurance of the Fatt, that — Cre: | 
formifts, who defire the Guardianſhip and Execution of our Laws, 
are ſeldom intrafted by 8 to be'Guardians of their Chil. 
aren, and Executor of their Willi. Which Fact our Author 
has inſinuated to be of ſo fatal a Conſequence, that he ſays 
Sir H. cM. does by aſſerting it, as far as in him lies, endeavour 
to take away the Liberty from Honeſt Men of following their 
reſpect᷑ive 7 rades, which he himſelf makes one Juſtance of Tolera- 
lion: Since be that is not fit to be Truſted as an Executor, it as 
umt to be Dealt with as a Merchant.” This Conſequence is 
as falſe, as tis popular: For I may Trade with a Radker, Pati 
Presbyterian, or Athcift, or any Man without regard had to 
his Religion; but there's very good Reaſon to make no ſuch 
Man my Executor, for that is a Charge'of the Higheſt Truſt; 
Whilſt I Deal with ſuch my ſelf, I-can- prevent their Villany, 
or at leaſt the Inconvenience will affect only my own Perſon; 
but the other caſe Hazards the Safety of my . I hall 
add, that if Sr. Humphrey Mac bworth's Cenſure of the Occa- 
fional Conformiſts be 4 Perſecut ion, both our Houſes of Par. 
liament are Chargeable with it, and equally partake in its 
Guilt. For to that Argument produced by the Commons, That 
the Intent of the Occaſional Bill uas to prevent a ſcandalous 
Practice, which is a Reproach to all Religion, gives Offence to all 
Chriſtians, and to'the beſt among the Dilſenters ibemſelues, 
the Lords replied, That zbey bad gone a great way 10 prevent 
the EI that Bill was intenaed to remeay, and that it was 
4 Scandal to Religion that Perſans ſbou d Conform only for a 
Place . Thus Sr. Humphrey Mackworths Practice is fully 
vindicated, by the great Precedents he is able to quote fer it; 
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and the Conſiſtency of his Aſſertion with his Notion of t 
Tole ration, due to Cunſcientious Diſſenters, will as clearly 


appear, if we conſider Theſe Six Following Poſitions, and how 


very reconcileable the greateſt Tenderneſs for Diſſenters is, 
P. 29. F. II. The Poſitions are theſe, 1. That tho a Tole- 
ration ought to be given to à conſtant Diſſenter, it ought not to be 
given to an Occaſiona ! Confor miſt. 2. That to incapacitate an Oc- 
 caftonal Confor miſi for all Places and Employments, is not incon- 
Heut with a Toleration. 3. That Penalties are not an improper 
Method to convince: 4. Or at leaft to diſpoſe Men's Minds for 
Convic tion. . That the 1 are not capable of Em. 
ployments by the Ai? of Toleration, Or, 6ly, That if they are 
Capable by that au or any other, they ſhou'd not be ſuffer'd to re- 
main ſo. 8 a> | | 
N. — §. I. Firſt, That tho a Toleration ought to be given 
to a Conflant Diſſenter, it ought not to be given to an Occaſtonal 
Confor miſt. Sr. H. M. indeed very truly accounts theſe more In- 
excuſable than Conftant Diſſenters, and that thoſe who Uni- 
formly follow the Prejudices of their Education, in an unin- 
terrupted Separation from our Church, are more juſtly entirl'd 
to Impunity, than ſuch Separatiſts who can Communicate 
with her, when tis the condition of obtaining ſome Tem- 
poral Honour or Advantage. For which Reaſon his excellent 
Diſtinction betwixt a Conſerentions Difſenter, and a State Di. 
ſenter, or an Occaſional Conformiſt for a Place, is juſt, and well 
grounded. And ſhou'd a Man think, that no other means 
ought to be us d to Reclaim he former, but Love and Amnanefs, 
Arguments, Perſwaſions, and a good Example, this wou'd not 
oblige him to allow that ſuch gentle Treatment was due to 
the latter. How far Men's Opinions are in their own Power, 
how juſtly their Religious Errors expoſe em to, and how 
— mrs may be remov'd by, Penalties, we have before 
examin*d, and there ſhewn, how little Reaſon our Author has 


to inſiſt, as he here does, upon his Arguments for a Tolera- 
tion of Atheiſts; Deifts, Socinians, and all other Sects in the 
World, as if they were obvious and undeniable Truths. Be- 
cauſe an Occaſional Conformiſt has not the ſame Notion of our 
Church, and the Terms of her Communion, as a Conflant Spa- 
raft; therefore his Non-conformity is more Inexcuſable 8 — 
* | ul 
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44 The Rights of the Church bf England 
Guilt of his Schiſm is aggravated by his favourable Opinion 
of that Church he Diſſents from; this makes all Arguments 
for Separation from it, which are at beſt Inſufficient; to be- 
dome in his Mouth, Trifling and Frivolous. Our Author ſays, 
that Zo male Conſtientions Diſſenters the Object of Toleration, 
i f ſubvert all Toleration ; ſince no Mag iſtrate can tell,-who-is 
a Conſcientious Diſ/enter, and who 75 not Whereas there can't 
be any more ſure and infallible Criterious of any thing than of 
this: For what can be a greater Demonſtration, thanſuch-Zrre. 
concilable Contradiftions, betwixt Men's Profeſſion and Practice, as , 
may enable the Magiſtrate, or any other to make the Diſcovery? 
For Inſtance, ſhould a Man join ſometimes in the moſt ſolemn 
Profeſſion of our Creeds, and yet feparate from the Church; be- 
cauſe the Fancies and Intereſts of Men have introduc'd Cor- 
ruptioris into em; Should the ſame Man think the Worſhip 
haue owes to God, to be what he judges moſt Acceptable to him, 
, and yet ſometimes comply with a way of Worſhip, which he 
eſteems not to be ſo, that Man muſt either want ſound Under- 
ſtanding, ſo as not to be able to ſee the moſt open and palpable 
Contradictions, or be conſcious of the grofleſt Inconfiſtency, 
betwixt his Principles and Actions. And becauſe Occaſional Con- 
Formiſis are, even according to our Author's Principles, Charg- 
able with Hypocriſy upon both theſe accounts, he muſt own, 
that no one can want ſufficient Demonſtration, that they nei- 
ther are, or can be Conſcientious Diſſenters. But the Diſſenters, 
who before made their Conſcience the onely Plea for their 
P.23. Toleration, now urge, that I, 7he xe Magiſtrate Tolerates onely 
Conſcientions Diſſenters, it would not onely Cramp a Toleration, 
but render it. Impracticable. But we can't diſmiſs this part of 
of our Author's Performance, without conſidering a very re- 
markable Inference, which he draws from Sir H. Mackworth's 
Treatiſe on the Bill. He ſays, this Gentleman has given 
Reaſon to SUSPECT, that he thinks not more Favourably of 
"any other Difſenters, than of Occaſional —— and 
SEEMS to ſuppoſe, that tis their ſtubborn and corrupt Wills 
that makes them Diſſent. To ſhew the Sincerity of this Quo- 
tation I ſhall tranſcribe Sir FZamphrey's Words at full length, 
which are theſe: ORE: 9 8 SH 
V. 6. & 2. When Men onght, nay can, and actually do comp, 
with the Law for their own private Advantage, but will not for 
„ ; . 7 4 7 
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43 The Rights of the Church of England. 
ects for Offices of State, an Opinion that every Mat Man 
except an Occaſional Conformiſt') muſt entertain of himſelf. 
Nay, in ſome Cafes the Legiſlature may Incapacitate ſome 
Members of the Common-weazlth to hold publick Eniploy- 
ments, tho' in their Judgment no ways Tuferior to thoſe to 
whom they are Appropriated. When a Kingdom is divided 
into oppoſite Factions, Diſaffected to each other by long He- 
reditary Quarrels, and Diſtracted in Opinion, concerning the 
True Intereſt of their Country, and the beſt Means of ad- 
vancing it: if in this Caſe the Legiſlators defire Unanimity in 
the Publick Proceedings, (without which no Nation can be 
ſafe or happy) they muſt exclude One Party or Other from a 
Share in the Adminiſtration, notwithſtanding the Equal Opt. 
nion they may have of their Abilities. And that our Proteſtant 
„ e be thus excluded 4077hout any Breach of tb 
Toteration which they claim, appears from our Author's De- 
ſcription of it Pag. 20. S. IT. which as he defines to Je an 
Exemption of them from any Harm the Law protects every in. 
nocent Engliſh Man from, and ſecuring them in thoſe Rights: 
 evhrich innocent Men enjoy; certainly diſabling them to hold 
Publick Places and Employments is con/ent with it. Foraſ- 
much as many Vnnocent Subjects of England are under that In- 
capacity. For is not one whole Sex debarrd from Publick. 
Employments, notwithſtanding its great Capacity for Buſineſs 
and Government? Which our Conſtitution it ſelf ſuppoſes, by 
Allowing the very Crown to deſcend upon it, and the Throne 
has bin fill d by it, in the Two moſt Fncomparably Glorious and 
Proſperous Reigns ſince the Conqueſt. A manifeſt Proof how 
poor a Claim 7znocence and even Abiliy give to Places of Truſt 
and Honour, to which no Man can aſſume any Right, as being 
meerly Acts of Grace, and what Merit the Occaſional Confor- 
miſis can pretend to, muſt be left in the Donors Breaſt to judge. 
We may Jottly fear that truſting Men of ſuch Hypocritical and 
pernicious Principles and Practices will be found a ready 
Way zo bary the QUEEN, inſtead of them, alive, who can, 
have the Confidence to menace the Government with their 
hard Uſage, and Rebelliouſly here aſſert, that they are 155 
matiz'd as Pilloryd and Expos'd Fillains not fit to be truſtea,; 
and that they are Aiuraer d if ey are not Prefer d. As for 


the Purchas a "Enmployments, which our Author has ON 
| deſty 
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deſty to term Free- Holds: and Properties, if the Government 
ſhou d re · aſſume them by any Law, it is but Juſtice upon that 
baſe Corruption, by which they were at firſt unrighteouſſy ob- 
tain d; this indeed wou'd be only reſtoring things, out of 
Uſurpation, to their proper and primitive Order, and putting 
them in the Channel which they ought to run in. And if 
uch Adercenary Stock Jobbers of Offices, ſhou'd be Stript and 

ſtarv a, it is only what they deſerve, for bringing ſuch a Di: 
grace upon the Government, by making a meer Traffick and 
Exchange of it. Since therefore the Jncapacity intended by the 


Bill is no Encroachment upon the Liberty, Property and 


Rights of the Subject, ſince (as Sir H. Mackworth ſays) it 
only aims at the PRESERVATION: OF THE GO- 
VERNM ENT, not the Perſecution of. Difſenters, and affet?s 
none who think fit to Conform Occaſionally for their own private 


formation, ſiuce in thoſe who Occaſionally Conform, on other. 


Acconnts, it does not ſo much regard the Nature of their Crime, 


as the PUBLICK SAFETY, we may very juſtly conclude. 


that Sir Humpbrys Learned Defence of the Occaſional Bill is 
altogether conſiſtent with his Notions. of Toleration, and 
cannot, without the moſt malicious MiſconſtruQion, be any 
ways term'd a Perſecution. But this is the old Cant of the 


Sehrſonaticks, and had Lewis XIV. put no ſeverer a Perſecution P. 36. 


on hrs. Subject, the Hugonots wou'd have found little Reaſon 
to have deſerted their Country for want of Employments, or 
complain'd. of the Tyrannica/ Uſage of their Sovereign, for 
not advancing em into Preferments, They wou'd have bin 


content to have enjoy'd the Exerciſe of their Religion in 


Peace and Tranquillity, and wou'd have bin ſo far from am- 
bitiouſly aſpiring to the Favours of the Government, that they 


wou'd have taken it as the utmoſt. Fadour to live undiſturb'd in 


their Rights and Properties, and the Profeſſion of their own 
particular Sentiments. But this will not ſatisfy Our Engliſh 


Dilſenters, who muſt have their Religion fit Comfortable about 


them, not bare and nated, but well cloath d, and recommended 
with Wealth and Honour; they tell us, they won'd have their: 


Paſſage to. Heaven thro' this World free and eaſy," not moleſted: 
with the burdenſome Doctrines of Mortification and Self. 
Denial, which are the Perſecuting Parts of Chriſtianity, and 
by no means ſuited to the Tenaer Conſtitutions of Saints, and 
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Weak Bretbren. They deſire to be excus'd the Tranſporta- 


8 tion of Zbjah, or making an odd Figure in Foxe's Mariyrolegy : 


they proteſt againſt Fire and Fago!, have a m Averſion 


to Hemp, and ſwoon at the Sight of a Gibbet, and think 


nothing ſo proper a Vehicle to the next World, as a Feather- 
Bed: And are therefore very angry with Sir Humpbry 
eMackworth for asking the Queſtion, I betber there are no 
Hopes of going to a better World without a Public Employment ? 
A Queſtion, they tell us, only proper for à Julian to put to a 
Chriſtian ; but, with Submiſſion, I think it is a Queſtion very 


properly put from a Chriſtian to a Fulian, to a Man that is no 


Chriftian, but an Apoſiate and Renegadoe, a Man that re- 
nounces his own Principles in his Practice. 
P. 37. This next Paragraph is ſo full of Nauſeous Tautolag 


. 
and awkward Jeſts upon Sir H. AM. that it deſerves e 
Anſwer than Contempt and Silence. But leſt this Vain-glorious 
Author ſhou'd plume himſelf upon his Puffoonry, we will take 
him a little to Task. The Propoſition which herein he aſ- 
cribes to this Judicious Gentleman, as contradictory to his No- 
tions of Toleration , and the very Premiſes from whence 
he deduces it, is, that Penalties are proper to convince Diffjent- 
ers. His Words upon which this, imputation is founded are 
theſe : That nothing in his ' Judgment can be more free than the 
Mind of Man, and nothing can prevail upon it, but what. is in. 
troduc'd by Laue and Kindueſs, and that therefore he ever thought, 
that gentle: Methods, by Reaſon, Arguments, and: a good Ex- 
ample,” were much more proper and. likely nieaus ro bring tbe 
Diſſenters over lo the Church,” than Penalties and Puniſhments. 
Now all that our Author can ſairly charge upon Sir Humphrey, 
is, that he has not inferr'd quite ſo much as wou'd have follow'd 


from his Premiſes : that he has only gathered from em, That 


gentle eMethods are much more (inſtead of the only) proper 
Means, and much more (inſtead: of the only) Zzhely Heans 
10 bring Diſſenters over to the Charch, than Penalties. Do 
theſe Two Propoſitions , Gentle Methods can only prevail on 
the Mind of Man, and Gentle Methods are more likely to prevail 
on it, than Penalties, cont radict each other? The Latler aſſerts 
nothing but what the Former affirms, tho' not exactly fo much: 
and therefore Novices in Reaſoning know, that the Former 
neceſſarily contains and inferrs the Latter. The only Fave. 
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of ſuch Deductions cas this, is, that they are too maniſeſt, and 
very jeldom inform any One of whats they! did nos know be- 
fore. But how I pray cam it be infe ti d, becauſe din umpbrey 
declares Gentle Methods to be, in bis Fuagment; much more. litely 
0 din over Diſſenters than Penalties ; that he covertly inti- 
mates a Deſire, that the Latter ſhou'd he inflicted on them? 
This is ſo wild a Conjecture, and ie e an Imputa- 
tion, as nothing can reconeile, Wikzrihe, great Degree of 
Charity our Author lays Claim to, hut ajugh greater Want 
eb Logis n den anc ave d en een e 
V. 39. The Fourth Poſition which our Author charges upon 
Sir H. Aach worth, as Inconſiſtent with his Notions of Tole- 
ration, is that. Penallies are (if inſuſſiient to convince the 
And) yet at leaft pronen and efjectual do alſpoſeſit: for Conuiction. 
This our Author infers to be that oxthy;Gem lemay's Opinion, 
becauſe to all that he ſays concerning the {Trader of: Men's 
Hinds, upon which nothing can prevail, hut what is introduc a 
by Love and Ninaueſb, he ſubjoins, that He cant congeiue that 
theſe: Means with be render d Is efettual, by the, Alſoſtance and 
Influence of the: Occaſional Bill. Now the Incapagęity under 
which that Bill would have laid Diſſenters, being the 
MILDEST METHOD by which the Members of the 
Eſtabliſn d Church can attempt their own Security: being, as 
we have ſhewn before, neither in Truth, nor in Sir ZZ7.Mack; 
worth's Opinion, a Puniſhmeut, our Author can't infer, from 
what he ſays concerning the Influence and Aſſiſtance of That 
Bill, that he thinks Penalties proper and eſfectualuto diſpoſe 
Men ſor Con viction: But ſuppatng he thonght ſo, jet us ſee 
how his Ad verſary proves their Inefficacy. to that purpoſe, 
He begins thus, I Deprivations and Iucapacities would: diſpoſe 
the Difſenters.to. be convinc d, then: all the Penal Laws ought to 
ftand in full force againſt them: For if Hardſhips are proper. for 
that ena, the greater. they. are, the. more \Uike(y They: are tobe 
efectual, One would never,have. expected to haye found an 

Advocate for the Diſſenters drawing this Conſequence, and 


Pr. 2.2 
Se, 1. 


P. 59 and 
O. 


truly they are oben to us if out of Charity we ſhould Wiſh 


it Falſe. For if this Argument proves any thing, it infers, 
that all Crimes, tho of the moſt unequal Demerit, ou ght to 
be Puniſſid with the ſame Severity, that is; with the utmoſt 


roſlible. Fot according to this Reaſoning, if any degree gf 


Puniſh- 


ſhips and Inconvenienclel were requiſite to diſp 
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Puniſhment be aſefsl' to reſtrain the leaſt Sin; the Puniſhment 


due to the grdateſtʒ daght to be inflicted on ſuch as are Guilty 


of it Beraulfe thatwonld wore effetFually than the other, pres 
G: Ns en 
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P. 40. But our Author goes on to this purpoſe,” If Hard. 
| | | os Diſenters for 
Convidt:on, Caſbiering them from their. Places wou d not be ne. 
ceſary fiklthat end; Since ben Dyſtamce from the Church ir at: 
Zended: with nothing but Reproach am, Difficulty,” beaug alreauy 
precluded from Uſefulneſs, Honour, and Preferment. Now 
how the Diſfenters, who in Deſpight of their Diſtauce from 
the Church, by Occafional' Conformity to its Sacraments, 


daily advance themſelves into Places of great Truſt and 


Honour, are at the ſame time preciaded from Honour and Pre- 
ferment, does, F'eonfeſs,, exceed my Comprehenſion: This 
is a more broad and glaring Con a than any our Author 
preſumes to charge Sir H. Mactworth with. Certainly they 


who think their Sehiſm attended with nothing but Hlaraſbip 


and 7nfamy, - whilſt they enjoy as well the Zxtraordinary Fa- 
von as the common Protection of the Government, contend, 
as this /ngentous' Senator ſays, not fur Liberty of Conſcience, bur 
for Power aud Dominion, and will never think their Tolera- 
tiou compleat, till they enjoy theſe excliu/tvely of all their 
Fellow. Subjects. 28-4180 2d elt n 224 

P. 41. Our Author proceeds to ridicule the Way, by which 
Sir H. Mackworrh thinks the Occaſional Bill, which incapaci- 
tates Diſſenters for Offices,” wou'd/ diſpoſe em for Conviction, 
namely by IJnaiting ibem is Wiſh: for à Reconciliation with the 
Church, and inclinmg them lo a more favourable Enquiry into 
its Nature and Excellency. He thinks nothing more ridicu- 
louſly abſurd, hn that Men fhou'd be brib'd and iniimidated, 


in order” to mate em judge arigbt concerning ibe Excel 
 Fency of the Eftabliſh'd" Church, that" Truth can be prejudic d 
by nothing ſo much as this Methou, nor Falſhood 4 oro by 


any thing more. Now after all this inſipid Satyr, àgainſt dif 
poſing Men for Conviction by raiſing their Hopes and Fears, 


is it not the very Way that God himſelf has thought fit to 


make uſe of to procure and preſer ve Men's Belief of the To 
only Religions he has reveal d? Fô prevent Apoftacy from be 
Firſt, it was made Capital by Moſes, and aifearful hooking 2 
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Chriſt; te- keep vs Reidy and unſhakent in the Belief of the 
Lavees (Rl this; cho h Lat wits A4 Commundinent holy, 
jut, m god, and te Goſpl yet more agreeable to the beſt 

eaſon, and wiſeſt Apprehenſions of Mankind, is a plain Evi- 
dence; that the Excelleuey of no Chureh or Religion is ſo 
great; bur-thar to perſwade Men of it, it may beovery-proper 
and effectual to apply to their Paſſtons and alarm their Fears. 
AMan wou'd be apt to think that f Autho6r/who rails ſo plen- 
tifully againſt that Method of gaining Men's ſent which Iinite 


Wiſdom has made uſe of to propagate and confirm the Belief of 


Judaiſm, and Chriſtianity, had no great Reverence for Reveal d 
Religion, '< Are you ſure,” Mr. Declatmer (ti apply your witty 
«'Addrefs to Sir H. Hackworth With ſome Variation 10 your 
RIF ) that there is no Lurking Bei, no Unitat ian, mo Pu: 
&« }7ico>7 heolegiſt, no Seinian, dr Spmmoſim, no Bhant or To- 
6 behind the Curtain, who, under Pretence of aſſerting 
„ the Rights of Proteſtant Diſſenters, aims at the Subverſion 


4 of Chriſtianity, and to reduee thiz Nation tothe Worſhip of 


© the One True God; as the Cant of fome abumetam Citizens of 
6 ,, WH Reformation in the Faithof the Eburch of Eg. 
c and would he very ſubſer vient to tis bleſſed End, and make 
e Iigion. RY | 3 

P. 42. Our Author is here, with his uſual Fidelity, pleas d 
to ehatge ſotme Propoſitions on St. Z7 M. which he no where ſo 
much as Inſinuates; As that Occaſiona Conformiy is bf grbat Ad- 


« way for Popery, o any thing elſe, but the true Proteſtant Re. 


vantage to the Charth, which if he were ſure of Sr. NM Thong his 


(which thisWriter toird not aſſert, without uſurping that Pre- 


rogative of God, which he is always charging upon his Adver- 
fary) yet both h and all Men muſt own that cenlant Gn. 


formity muſt be of 'Greaver Advantage to it: and that it is 


eee reft, that DiffentersThou'd haye the In- 
9 the 


duckments 'xtter, which they have now to the Fornier. 


Neither does Sir E. Mackworth ſuppofe, as our Auther miſre- 
preſerits Him , 7hat Occaſional Conformity will be fo much 


pratfic'd, ichen tis no. Inlet into Places, as now it is; On the 


ute ber / 200 | 
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cofttrary, he Mirediy afferts, That hoſe great NMunbere, who. 
| forms for Their” 1 9h he have greater 


M 
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deed was' One, Main Hud, and Deſigu of the, Bill zit ſelf. 
Nor Laſtly, does: he ſuppoſe, as this Writer pret ends, the 
OCburch to be in Danger of any Thing, but her Efabliſhment; 
ſhould Occaſional Communion, ſtill continue unreſtrain d, or 
that the Steadineſs of Church Men to their Principles, and 
their faithful; Adherence to Epiſcopal, Communion, under the 
greateſt Diſcouragements, is more to be queſtion'd than the 
Perſeyerance;of the Conſcientious Diſſenters in the like Cir- 
cumſtances, So that, al}. the: Inconlittency , of Sir H. Mack: 
worth's Denen with the Truth, and his own Aſſertions, is 
ovieg 4 want of Diſcerument, ot a much worſe Defect in his 
A Verlar 7. n in 72 . 1 re n ds * 

31.42. Pur he Foes on in his uſual abſurd way of Shewing 
Sir H. Mackworth's Lucunſiſtencies. Fitſt roundly aud pergmpro- 


rily aſſerting, that ſome; Church-Men ought to. be incapacitated 
for Places as. well as Dieners, ſiuce ſome MODERATE 
Men, that pretend to be Members of the . Church,' have. not 
ſufficiently. enquir'd into its Exccllency, and hat their Con- 

formity is owing to, Edacation, Cin, Eaſe, and Advantage * 
and thee” Arraigning Sir H. Mackworth for want of Charity, 


= „ 
* 


in n believing. the Delſenter c bare Froteſtations, aud for en- 
croaching upon Cod Prerogative in judging, Men's Hearts, be- 
cauſe he paſſes. the like Cenſare on the Separatiſts. It is, it 
ſeems, our Author's peculiar Way Occa/ionally to do what he 
Szatedly condemns. Ile will not, I preſume, pretend to judge 
of Men's Hearts, by Natural Means, with greater Certainty 
chan Sir H. Mac ter ti, but tis the Privilege of SAINT S 
to be,endow'd with. Gifts, which none bur themſelves are 
conſcious of, and who are always conſcious of Other's, but not 
of their own Hypocriſy. None but a Sceptzeh can all rt, that 
after a diligent and impartial Examination of any Truth, a 
Man can ſincerely geject it e therefore Sir H. 
eMackworth, with good Reaſon, affirms, that ſach an Enquir 
V {Church mull, 
by Conſequence, ,. reconcile Diſſenters to it: That uninter- 
rupted Conformity,. wou'd be the Effect of that Enquiry 


tho' 
not the ſame thing with it, as our Author makes Sir 45. ſay, 
that he may the mereeffectually blacken him under the odiqus 
Character of a deer, Hit 8 zredit of this worthy 
ITO \ 


Gentleman's Accurate, Performance (ib che Baffling [i veh a Fury 
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Adverſary can give any Man any Honour) is ad vanc'd by the 
weak Attempts of this, and all that impertinent Fry of 
Seriblers, who have ſhewn nothing, beſides their own Igno- 
rance and IIl-breeding, but that the molt inquiſitive Malice 
can find nothing in Sr Z's Treatiſe, that he ought not to main- 
tain, for the ſake of the Truth, aud his own eſtabliſh 4 Repu. 
. 44, and 45. The next Abſurdity, which our Author 
without the leaſt Ground, aſcribes to Hat Learned Gentle. 
man, is this Inference, That Depriving and Iucapacitatiug the 
Difjenters for Offices, is no {njtry to em, N they have no 
Title to, or ſo much as a Capacity of: holaing them by the AF of 

Zoleration. Here our Author triumphs, as if Sir H. by this 
Deduction, had forfeited all Pretences to Senſe and Reaſon, 
whereas no fair and intelligent Adverſary could ever have 
charg d him with ſuch a thing. In ſome Debates, on the Occa/tonal 
Hill, it was objected, that the /ucepacity,under which it put the 
Diſſenters, would entrench upon the A& of Toleration. To 
which Sir H. replies P. 3. That ibis Af cou d be no ways con- 
cern d in a Diſpute upon that Subject, there, being no Prouiſion 
made by it, that Difſenters ſpoula be entiti d to, or qualify d for, 
Publick Offices and  {mployments. He does not, from theſe 
Words, infer, that ſuch an Incapacity wou'd be no poſſeble Injury 
to Diſlenters, but that it was not prejudicial to em upon this 
particular Account, as any ways entreuching upon this Ac of 
Joleration, which cou d in no, Reſpett he affected by it. Should 
indeed a Law paſs, to 25767 Diſſenters of their. Eflates,. or 
Zo burn em all in the Chee 
would, in Effect, deſtroy that Act, as inflicting on em ſeverer 
Puniſhments, than the Penal Laws did, from the Sant ion of which 
they are exempted by it. But the preſent Indulgence granted to 
them, being only, as our Author deſcribes it, au Eaſe given 10 
tender Conſciences, all Laws are conſiſtent with it, the Penalties 
of which no Sectariſt can incur for Conſcience. ſake, barely for 
ſerving God in his own Way. If our Author performs his Pro- 
miſe, of ſolidly replying to what Sir H. lays down condern- 
ing the Corporation and Teftl Acts, that according to their plain 
Meaning and Tutent, Occaſional Conformiſts ſtand excluded. from 
Places, I hope the Weakneſs and ſcandalous Faults ofthis firſt 


Pesformance, will be atoned for, by the Exactueſs of eee 
4317] | e ; rom 


(as this Author puts the Caſe) it p. 43. 
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From What we have before remark'd, it appears chat 
Sir H. Mackworth's Qger ies, concerning the Confiftency of the 
Toleration Act and Occaſional Sill, are proper A — to the 
Common Senſe of all Mankind, beſides our Author, as import- 
ing the Negation of no One Thing, that is not notoriouſly and 
undeniably falſe, As that there is any Word or Clauſe in that 
Aer, which ſuppoſes Diſjenters to be qualiſy d for Offices; that 
this Bill ſubjetts em to any Henalties for ſerving God after their 
own'tWay'; in particular, tothe Lofs of any Part of their Property. 
For we have before ſhewn it to be againſt the Nature of Go+ 
verument, that the Offices o State ſhould ever become Free- 
holds, by proving, that the Legiſlature may, as it judges 
moſt for the Advantage of the Publick, determine, who ſhall 

bear a Part in the Adminiſtration, and who ſhall be excluded 
from it: And thoſe who are liable to Proſecutions aud Fines, 
if they ſhould preſume to exerciſe that Authority, for which 
they are by Law diſqualify d, may yet enjoy the moi abſolute 
Liberty of Conſcience : A Law inflicting Penalties on Diſſent- 
ers, for that Crime, no more eneroaches on the Toleration, than 
thoſe Laws which ꝓuniſſ them for Theft and Murder: It does 
not reſtrain em fromdoing any thing they think neceſbary for Sal. 
vation, but only from what They, who repreſent the Govern- 
ment, judge Jncompatible with the Public Safety, and what 
the Diſſenters, did they rightly conſider the Terms of Salua- 


ion, would judge as inconſiſtent with 117. 8 
P. 47. Having thus evinc'd, That the Diſſenters haue no Right 
to a bonndlte(s Toleratiom in general, and that the Occaſional Con- 


1 © formiſts' in particular, have leſs Reaſon to lay claim io it; and, 


that Depriving and Incapacitating them is no Perſecution, but a 
Proper Means to diſpoſe them to Convittion ; and, that lis no way 
 Tuconſeftent with the At of Toleration, we come to conſider 
the laſt, Poſition, which our Author calls the Main Objection, 
That Suppeſing Difjenters' were capable by the Act of T oleration, 
or any other Lau, of Public Places and Employment's,' yet they 
ought not to be ſuffer d to continue ſo, becauſe they are HTP O- 
CRITES and SCHISMATICKS. Our Author to ſhew 
that the Charge of Hypocriſy ought not to /mpeach their Right 
(as he terms it) to Offices, defines an Hfppocrite to be one, 
whoſe Action are inconſiſteut with his Principles, and who it 
Conſcious that they are ſo. Suppoſing which Definition to be 


. juſt 


1 
juſt and true, I ſhall join Mae with dur Author, and undertake 
to demonſtrate, that this Character is very deſervedly fixt 
upon the Occaſional Conformiſts. What has been before ſaid 

on this Point, might be ſufficient to determine it, but becauſe 

nothing ſhall be wanting moſt effectually to eſtabliſh this Accu- 
ſation, we will omit no Arguments our Author produces, but will 
exhibit them in their full Weight and Force, which will be 
found very inconſiderable. The whole ſtrength whereof, con- 
fiſts in theſe Two Propoſitions, 'Firft, That a bare Tncon/atency 
in Principles and Practices is not ſufficient to prove a Man an 
Hypocrite, unleſs it is 10 prov d, that he is Conſcious of this 
 Tnconſiftency, and through Malice and Deſian, guiliy of it. Se- 
condly, That tho this Roald be prov'd upon the Occaſional Con- 
formiſts, there are other Men in the World, as much deſerving 
the ſame Imputation, and particularly ſome Men in the Charch. 
For the proof of the Firſt, we are told, that a Man may be In- 
conſiſtent in his Actious and Principles, tbrougò Ignorance, In- 
advertency and Miftake, and conſequently, ſuch an one may be de- 
nominated a weak Man, but not an Hypocrite. That this is 
not he Caſe of the, Occaſional Confor miſts, will appear from a 
right View of it. They tell us, that they believe our Charch's 
Rubrick, which enjoins, that none ſhould publickly Receive P. 8. 
the Conſecrated Elements, unleſs Kneeling, is an Eccle/iaſtical 
 Uſarpation, which they ought not to countenance or abet, nor can 
comply with, innocently : And yet they always preſent them- 
felves in this Poſture, when they come to receive the Bleſſed 
Enchariſt in our Church: They maintain their Sparation 
from her, upon no leſs an Accuſation, than that ſhe 7s Corrupt 
in Her Faith and Yorſhip ; and require a Reformation in both, 
to render Her Communion Legal; and yet to Qualify them- 

_ ſelves for Preferment, can in Deſpight of this publick Charge, 
Join in the moſt Slemn Profeſſion of the one, and Circumſtantial 
Performance of the other: They tell us, that . Eaifica- 
tion, and an higher Advancement” in Spiritual Improvement, 


- 


is their main Argument for entring into Religious Confedera- 

cies, in Oppoſition to the Church; and yet they can Commu- 

nicate with it, pon Occaſion, for their iemporal Advantage, i 
when it lies equally under this Defeck. They Reproach our a 
Church for want of Diſcipline, and the weakneſs of Her Au- | 
thority, whilſt they:themſelves deny a neceſſary Part of that Au- 

wa | P 2 | 


thority, 
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thority, the Power of Refuſing, the Sacrament to any prfligate 
Wierch, whom it may Ca —— for an. Offices fee e 
; mult ſuppoſe Org Confermilts incapable of any Reflection 
in the World, and much M eaber Breibren, much more Un- 
gualified for Offices, than they weu d be thought to be, or aſſert 
that in all theſe plain and undeniable Inſtances, they cannot 
but be Conſcious of tbe greate/i Inconſytency betwixs their Priu- 
ciples and Practices. But to retort an Argument upon our Author, 
which ought for ever to Silence him; He has achnqwieg.d 

himſelf, in the Diſſenter s Name, Guilty of this Charge, 

F. 6. Aſſerting in theſe expreſs Words, That the Dilſenters would 
fe Hypecrites, ſhould they not Worſhip God, in that which they 
take to be the moſt acceptable manner; and as politively in the 
very ſame Period athrming, That the Diſſenters think their oy 
of Worſhip, more Acceptable to Cod, than that Eftabliſhd by 

Lau The neceſlary and moſt obvious Conſequence. of which 

' Poſitions, is, that Dyfſenters are, by their own Conceſlion guilty 

of Hypecri/y, whenloever their Occa/ions lead em from their 

Conyenticles to the Church: Out of your own Mouths ſhall ye 

be condemn d, O ye wicked Servants! e WS IL 
Neither will the Recriminations our Author is pleas'd, out of 

his great Charity, ſo falſly to caſt upon the Church, any ways al- 

leviate his heinous Crime, or leſſen the Infamy of his own Con- 

ceſſion: we may ſay to him with the Pſalmiſt, T hou giveſt hy Month 

zo Euil, and thy Tongue framerh Deceit : T hau ſitteſi and ſpeakeſt 

againſt thy Brother, thou ſlandereſt thy own Mother's Son. I hou 

. Tboughteft that {was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf, but 7 will re- 

prove thee. The pretended Inconſiſtency of Going ſometimes to a 

P. 5. 19. Cathedral, ſometimes to a Pariſh-Church, ſometimes to a Church 

29, 21, ſubject to Epiſcopal gur iſdickion, ſome times to One exempted from 

it has been before fully Confuted. And his the other Inſtances 

of Hy pocriſy, and Perjury, in the Church, are ſo highly reflect- 

ing upon the Government, that they dgſerve to be Confuted by 

it, not with Ar2ument, but Correction, and are a ſufficient 

Proof, that Penalties are the moſt proper Methods to work 

upon a Fanatic Underſtanding. The. Crimes laid to our 

Charge here, are rabing Oaths upon the occaſion of a good Place, 

or Benefice, that a Title is the pretended Motion of the Holy-Ghoſt, 

* for Clergy: Men to take Orders, that the Chapters Electing 4 
Biſhop according ſo the Conge d'cilire, is Hypocriſy before God, 


But 
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But is our Author ſo ſtupid as to believe, that there's any 
Parity betwixt taking the Oaths, and receiving the Sacra- 
ment, to Qualify a Man for an Office? Is not the former a 
Security, which every Man is oblig'd to give the Government, 
to which he comes in, upon Principle, and after faithfully 
adheres, and pays a conſtant Allegiance, to? But, Do thele 
Occaſional Conformiſts, either come to the Communion of our 
Church upon its Principles, or are they afterwards conſtant 


Members of it? If the Laws, for the Clergy's Proviſion and 
Maintenance, have required, that every Man that is admitted 


into Holy Orders, ſhall have a Title, Does that Legal, External 
Condition exclude the Evangelical Call, or Internal Condition? 
Is not the One required, as well as the Other? Or, can not 
a Man have a Motion of the Holy - Ghoſt, either previous to, 
concurring with, or even without this Title? If a Chapter is 
obliged, under a Premunire, to comply with the Conge d eſlire, 
that is, to ſhew their Obedience to the Government, by ap- 
proving of its Election of a Biſhop, and they beſeech God's 


Providence and Direction in it, where is the Hpocriſy in all 


theſe Caſes? The Truth is, the Dillenters ate reſolv'd to 
Engroſs the Holy-Ghoſt to themſelves, and think no one can 
be mov'd by the Spirit, but to Rebel like themſelves againſt 
their Superiors. Our Author was in the right, in Prefacang 


theſe Scandals upon the Church, with ſome mollifying Ex- 
preſſions, as being well Conſcious, that ſuch Language ought not 


70.be born from the Diſſenters, p. 49. 


FP. 49. This Charge of Hypocriſy, being ſo (evidently 


made out againſt the Occa/ional Conformiſts, that our Author 
ſeems to diſtruſt his own Defence, and give up the Cauſe; he 
has however another Salvo for their abſolute Toleration, and 
urges, that 7 hey ought not to be deprivd of it, upon the Account of 
 Hypocriſy,becanſe it is no Civil Crime; as falling not under the Ma- 
giſtrates Cognizance, and therefore not puniſhable by any Human 
Law, or Power in this World, but ouly by God in the Next. To 
which we reply, that Hypocriſy, tho' an Offence /mmeatarely 
againſt God, is alſo, with reſpect to Mankind, a /70/az0n of 
Fuſtice ; as being a Lye in Action, and may be ſo Circum- 
ſtantiated, as to become no leſs Deſtructive to Cu than 
Religious Societies. When Conſcience is made Uſe of, as.a 


ſanctify'd Pretence for diſtyrbing the Peace and Order 1 a 
A 
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Nation, by Men who are only govern'd by their Intereſt ; 
when they plead it for living in a State of Diſobedience to 
their Superiours, whoſe Injunctions they can never ſubmit to, 
but for mercenary Profit; and when their Reaſons, for their 
Occaſiona] Compliance with the Laws, ſo palpably contradict 
thoſe for their S/azed Violation of them, that no Man of 


common Senſe, can really aſſent to Both: In each of theſe 


Ma. 7.16. 


readily comply with; Namely, that Occaſional Con for miſis ſhall 


Caſes, much more when they all concur , Hypocriſy becomes 
a Civil Crime, and ought to be reſtrain'd upon a Political, as 
well as Feligious Account. For although it is a Sin of a 
Spiritual Nature, and immediately ſubject to the Divine 
Inſpection, yet ought it not therefore to be exempted from 
the Notice of the Magiſtrate : becauſe his Office reſpects Al 
Sins 7ndifferently, tho ſome more indiſputably belong to his 
Cognizance: And tho' the Morality of all our Actions, is 
wholly ſeated in the Juner- Aan, and our External Performances 
don't conſtitute their Guilt : yet thoſe Performances are & gu. 
and 7ndications of the T honghts, and Intentions of the Heart; 
and as Such, ſub ject Offenders (and no leſs Hypocrites, than 
Others,) to Human Examination. Our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf has given us This, as a ſure and infallible Rule of diſtinguiſh- 
ing Fypocrites, when they act their Parts under the moſt 
crafty and diſguiſing Subtlety, and the molt likely to ſecure 
em from Diſcovery, that even then, by Their Fruits we ſhall 
know them: And what more Fraitful Proof can be given, 
than ſuch an Irreconcilable Repugnancy in the Diſſenters 
Principles and Practices, which openly tends to deſtroy all 
Mutual T1 Toft the great Band and Foundation of Human 
Soczery, and conſequently ſtrikes at the very Root of Go- 
vernment? The Magiſtrate doubtleſs, is not only Permizzed, 
but is Ohg, as Gods Yice-Gerent, by any Legal Methods 
to reſtrain ſuch a pernicious Act of Hypocriſy, which is as 
capable of Proof and Evidence, by its Over? Aus, as Murther, 
Robbery, Treaſon, or any other abominable Crime; for to 
leave the Practice of it, without a ſufficient Penalty to pre- 
vent it, is to promote and encourage it. 

P. 50. f. 2. Our Author is here pleas'd, in the Name of 
the Diſſenters, to make a very merry Propoſal to the urch- 
Men, which I dare alſo promiſe in heir Name, they will very 


con- 
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contentedly fland excluded from all Offices, when thoſe who have 
never taken the Oaths, or mud the Aſſociation, are excluded too. 
What Military, or Civil [mployments, thele Latter have, or 
are capable of, if this unaccountable Writer will be fo kind axto 
inform me, I may perhaps further promiſe him for his Reward, 
to get him the ſame Preferment : And when his Hand is in for 
reconciling Contradictions, wou'd beſeech him to acquaint me, 
how Occaſional Confor miſts can T FINK, that their Country won't 
want their Service, when all Hypocrites are debarr'd from Places, 
whzilft they alſo T HINK, at the fame time, that there would 
be thereby, fewer Officers, than Places to be ſupply d? But 
| THINKING Abſurdities is fo Habitual to them, that they 
may be ſuppos d even to THINK, that the Preferments of this 
Kingdom may be Out-Numbred by fewer Officers, than there are 
Preferments in it. Can any Tenet be ever too monſtrous for 
ſuch Men toſwallow ? will their Faith {tick at Tranſubſlantiabiom, 
that can down with ſuch groſs Propoſitions ? But let us here 
obſerve their Extraordinary Charity, for the want whereof 
they ſo often Bellow againſt their Adverſaries; rather than 
own this Accuſation of Hypocriſy, which they find atterly 
impoſſible to ſhift-off, or deny; they are reſolv'd to arraign 
all Mankind for the {ame Sin, and think to make themſelves 
Innocent, by charging the Yhole World, as Guilty of it: As if 
there was no ſuch thing as Heracity, or Sincerity, upon Earth, 
becauſe it cannot be found among the Difſenters. 

p. 51. Having thus prov d the Charge of Hypocriſy againſt the 
Difſenters, aud therein d a Bar againſt their boundleſs Tolera- 
lion, the neut thing they deſire to be heard to, by this their Repre- 
ſentative, 2s 7he other Charge of SCHISM: To which they 
plead not Guilty ; or ſuppoſing them to be Guilty of it, yet, that 
 Schiſm ought not to debar them from the Right of this Toleration. 
To prove the Firſt they tell us, That they are not Cuiliy of 
Schiſm, becauſe they are not Uncharitable, for that there is no 
other ſence of that Word in Scripture, than a meer Breach of 
Charity. To which we Anſwer: That it is a Fundamental 
Law of Natural Relgion, to Love, Honour, and Sympathize 
with all Men, as partaking of the ſame Common Nature, and 
Iufirmities with our ſelves ; which has been very much ad- 
vanc'd and improv'd in its Perfection, by that exalted Mea- 
ſuxe and further Enforcement of it laid down in Chriſtianity, 
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of Doing as we wonld be done by, a Rule of no leſs Compaſs 
and Latitude, than the whoſe MWorla. But to ſuppoſe that 
Charity, the Oben whereof, is far more Extenfue than 

the Church of Chrit, is yet the peculiar and ſole Hond o Unity 
betwixt its Members, and that which ſevers and diſtinguithes 
it, from the Reſt of the World, is no leſs abſurd than to affirm, 
that the Parts of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, are as ſtrictſy and vitally 
United to Fews and Pagans, as to one another. Therefore 
tho Charity is the Univerſal Cement of Unity in the whole 
World, yet it is not it ſeff, the ſole ſufficient Principle of Unity 
to the Say of Chri/t's Church. For to make the Cazholict 
Church, and its ſeveral Parts, One Body, there is not onely 
required the ſame Chariiy, but the ſame Faith, the ſame Hope; 
and beſides all this, nothing leſs than an External Yi/tble Com- 
munion in the ſame Sacraments and Prayers, and other Re- 
ligtous Offices, which the Church, by the Authority of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles enjoins, can perfectly Unite Chriſtians in 
One Yiſible Body. Therefore he that Separates cauſleſly from 
this Hiſille External Communion with the Catholic“ Church, 
as the Diſſenters do from the External Communion of our 
Church (a ſound Part of the Catholic“ Church) is a SCHI1S- 
MAT, let him talk never ſo much of Charity. Beſides 
this Suppoſition of Charzzy's being the /o/e Tye of Unity among 
Chriſtians, quite inverts the Order of Things propos'd in Scrip- 
ture, in which the Unity of the Church is repreſented as a prin- 
cipal Inducement to that Love, and Charity which is due from 
one Chriſtian to another. Ye being many (lays St. Paul) are 
one Body in Chriſt, and every one, Members one of another; 
Rom. 12. 5. whence he concludes, Tha? we ought to be kindly 
affettion'd one towards another, with Brotherly Love, to Weep 

with thoſe that Heep, and Rejoice with choſe that Rejoice. 
Which Reaſoning of the Apoſtle ſhews, that the Fundamental 
' Principle of Unity betwixt Chriſtians, is as Antecedent to 
their mutual Good-Will, as the Aotive of any Duty is to the 
Praffice of it. But our Author here endeavours to juſtify 
Bis Schiſm , from a further Argument drawn from. Charity, 
That the arver/ity of Gifts and Adminiſtrations proceeding 2 
the ſame Spirit, and found amongſt the Diſſenters, ma be 7 
great Service and Advantage ta the whole Boay of the Church. 

In Anſwer to which we muſt take the Freedom to tell _ 
Con- 
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Conceited Author, that if St. Paul unde rſtood this Argument 8 
taken from the Diverſity of Gifts and Adminitrations of the 2 I 
ſame Spirit, it is a very forcible Argument againſt & hm as ” +. 
he himſelf urges it at large Ch. 12. 1 Cor. Where this Learn: 
ed Apoſtle with noble Eloquence and convincing Reaſon 
has ſhewn, that tho* there are Diverſities of Gifts from 'the 
ſame Spirit for. every Man to profit withal, yet the Deſign. of | 
_ Thoſe Gifts is no! to Rend, but to Unite many Members in onc = 
Body: which is Illuſtrated by a lively Similitude drawn from | = 
a Natural Boay wherein all the Members tho' many,. and 3 
endow'd with different Functions, are united by the ſame 
Spirit, yet all co-operate with the ſame Mind and preſerve a 
mutual Union: from whence the Apoſtle infers this Concl/a/rve 
Analogy, to the Church the Myſtical Bodi of Chrift, That there 
ſhould be no SCHISM in the Hoay, but the Members ſhould have 
the ſame Care one of another. V. 25. From whence alſo we 
may infer, that if the Diſſenters have Diverſiiy of Gifts from 
the ſame Spirit (as they Arrogantly boaſt, with what Reaſon 
let the World Judge) theſe Gifts ſhould rather anjmate and in- 
cite them to promote the Service of God in preſerviug the Unity 
ol the Catholick Church of Chriſt. But thro this whole Epiſtle 
wherein the Gfzs of the Holy Ghoſt are particularly enume- 
rated, We cannot find the leaſt Mention of the 6e of Cant- 
ing, of Extemporary Prayer, of Rebellion, Sacriledge, T ame- 


ſerving, and Occaſional. Communion. But theſe Things forſooth | 
the Diſſenters are no ways conſcious of, if we can believe this | 
Author. They Wipe their Mouths (like Solomon's Strumpet) 0 


and cry, God who has the only Prerogative of Judging their | 
Hearts, knows their Conſciences; and what Evil have T bey i 
donc? Doubtleſs God does know their Hearts, and Alen too - 
may make not an Uncharitable Gueſs at em from their appa- 
rent Actions, without the Neceſſity of That Glaſs by which 
they wiſh'd poor King James to look into their Breaſts, t0 diſ- 
cover the SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS of their Occa- 
ſional Conformiſts, aud the MUTUAL CONSCIOUSNESS 
of their Diſſenting Brethreu. But our Author will not relin- OY 
quiſh this Argument of Charity to excuſe his & hiſm, without 1 
wreſting ſeveral Paſſages of the Scripture to ſupport it. Three : i 
whereof are evident Confutations of what he advances, that | ij 


Sehby/m, ſo much inveigh'd againit, by the Holy a. =_ - | 


' 
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Oncharitableneſs only, and manifeſtly prove, that Schiſm may 
conſiſt as well in the Miſtakes of Chriſtians, as their Diſaffection 
to one another. Thoſe Words, in the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
Chap. 16. Verſ. 17, 18. Mark them which cauſe Divuiſious and 
Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which you bave learned, and 


- avoid them: For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 'Feſus 


 eeverve the Hearts of the 


Chrif, but their own Belly, aud by good Words and fair Speeches. 

he Simple (which, by the way is the 
moſt exact Pourtraiture of our &hiimatical Preachers and. 
their Congregations) relate to thoſe Differences betwixt 
Chriſtians, which aroſe from their Errors, grounded on the 
plauſible Inſinuations of Herez:c&s, and the Credulity of weak, 
unſtable, and filly People: That Paſſage of St. Paul, Rom. 12:3. 
Not to think of our ſehves\ more highly than wwe ought to think, 
but to think: ſoberly, was donbtleſs intended to regulate Men's. 
Opinions of themſelves; whatſoever Inſtance therefore of 
Schiſm its directed againſt, it confiſts in the irregular Acts of 


the Underſtanding - Laſtly, That Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 


1 Cor. Chap. 1. Verſ. 10. I beſeech you Brethren by the Name 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and 


hat there be no Schiſm among you, but that ye be [ant Join d 


Bb 


_ Honal Bill, and every thing that 


together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fudgment, is a 
manifeſt Recommendation, not of Unity of Inclination, but of 
Doctrine, Faith, and Sentiment, andvery plainly imply that the 
Cuilt of Sebiſm is 1ncurr'd by Hererodoxy, and not only by want of 
Charity. But ſuppoſing that there was no other kind of Schiſim 
but Uncbaritableneſs; how docs it appear that the Diſſenters 
are not guilty of Scþzſm ? For to run over the chief Proper- 
ties of Charity, and apply them to the Diſſenters, ſince they 
are ſo fond of odd Applications of Scripture: Are they not 
puff? up with their imaginary Gifts of the Spirit, and their 
reater Edification, and the Rights they dream of in their To- 
eration ? Do they not envy the Church her Dignities and 
Offices, defire to ſee her ſtript of theſe Eye-ſores, (as they call 
'em) and to make her naked by a Reformation of her Lands 
and Revenues into their Pockets, and do they not rather than 
loſe the Enjoyment of em, even turn Apoſtates to their own 
Principles to gain em? Do they not bchave themſelves unſeermly. 
in God's Worſhip? Are they nor 2 405 provot d by the Occa. 
ſeems to reſtrain an un- 

bounded 


N 
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bounded. Liberty of Thinking, Speaking and Acting as they 
will? They are apt indeed to dope any thing, and believe every 
thing but what the Church enjoins, but are ſo fat from being 
willing to bear, or enaure all things, that they cry ont Perſe- 
cution or eMarder, if they are not onely Truſted, but Preferr d. 
It is true, in this they ſee& nat their Own, but the Rights of 
the Church: They Thmk no Evil in $edition or Regieide, but 
allow every thing Juſt and Lawful, which is for their Intereſt: 
Nay they cannot forbear THINK ING fo, and therefore they 
' Regoice: not in Truth, but zu /niguity, in Propagating Error, 
Schiſm; and {nfidelity So that we may conclude in the words 
of the Apoſtle, that they have no more Charity, than the Gift 
of Prophecy, or the Unaerſtanding of Myſteries and Knowledge ; 
and tho they pretend to {peat 10/44 tbe T owgues, and Sincerit 
of Saints and Angels, they are meer ſounatug Braſs, and tin 
ling Cymbals, all Noiſe, Impertinence and Emptineſs; and con- 
ſequently, npon their own Principles, being thus undeniably 
Defective in Chariſy, cannot but acknowledge the Charge of 
Schiſm. Which (in our Author's words) is always attended 
with Pronenęſ to Strife, with Selfiſh Defiens, with Pride and 
In ſolence, with a partial Fonaueſ of ſome Men, and an unreaſon- 
able Sligbt and Hatred of others, as its neceſſary Effects and 
Conſequences. Not but that theſe Vices may be doubtleſs 
found ut bout Schiſim, but on the other hand, S&hiſim is never 
found without them. So that Uncharitableneſi can't be {aid to 
be the Formal Reaſon of Schiſm ; as if Schiſmm conſiſted in #0- 
thing elſe, but to be one of thoſe many ill Tenge at How - 
from it. For certainly Schiſm is contracted by all Violations 
of Charch Unity whatſoever, by diſſolving àny of thoſe ſacred 
Tyes, which are the Bands of Communion, and join us to 
Chriſt and one another, either by Renouncing that Due Hope 
in which we are 4// call d, or — 5 One Faith which we are 
All- oblig'd to profeſs, by deſpiſing and deſerting thoſe Sacra. 
ments of which we are all bound to partake, and the Efficacy 
of which is then only certain, when adminiſter'd by thoſe Per- 
ſons whom Chriſt has authoriz'd, or, Laſtly, by for/atrng the 
Communion of the Church, and its conſtant Aſſemblies, and b 
Conſequence not G/orifying God with one Mind and one Mout 
as he commanded us. Since therefore all our Protefiant Diſſent- 
ers demand a REFORMATION of tbe FAIT H oxce 


22 de- 
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delivered to ibe Saints, and have relinquiſh'da ſound Part of 
the Chriſtian Church; ſince many of them contemn thoſe 


ly Elements, by partaking of which, we become One 


holy 
Body, or never receive them, but to ſerve thier Worldly In- 


tereſt, and renounce even that Baptiſm without which we 
cannot be Members of the Church; fince they condemn that 
Order of Men, as Anti. Cbriſtian, or reject it as: ſuperfluous, 
without whoſe Commiſſion, when it may be had, and that in- 
nocently, none can derive a Right from Chriſt to exerciſe the 
Prieſtly Office, and adminiſter the Sacraments; upon all theſe 
Accounts, the ub Body of the Diſſeuters are Schiſmaticks 
JJ. Charen nn 250, 505 tg globe 83 1, 
P. A. Vet our ſagacious Author, out of his great Skill and 
deep Learning in Autiquiiy and Cbronolagy, is pleas d to oblige 
the World with a very ſurprizing Diſcovery, that 2425 Notion 


of Scbeſm is altogether a New Motion, invented very lately, 


within theſe 15 or 16 Hundred Years, by the Ancient Fathers, 
and the £Mogern Divines. But whether the ſound Part of the 
Catholick Church, Ancient and Modern, have not agreed in 
this Not ion of Shim, which we have laid down as deducible 
from Seripture, conſonant to the Apoſtolical Doctrine and 
Declaration of the Church, becauſe we would not trouble he 
Header with a tedious Repetition of what has bin ſo often and 
fully ſtated in other Myiters, we ſhall refer him to that Learned, 
Judicious, and 'Elaborate Treatiſe of Dr. Qlaurice againſt 
Baxter and Clarkſon, intituled a Vindication. of the Primitive 
Church, wherein the Point of Congregational Epiſcopacy is molt 
inconteſtably diſprovd. But to convince our Author, that he 
as well underſtands his own, as that excellent Writer's Ar- 
guments, may it not be here ſeaſonably remark'd, that even 
upon what he himſelf advances, the Diſſenters are Guilty 


of Schiſmm, in a Separation from a Lawjul Biſhop, that is Guilty 


„ 55. 


neither of Hereſy, Apoſtacy, or Immorality, (admitting this ab- 
turd Poſition, 7 ht a Biſhop is onely Paſtor of One Congregation.) 
From whence a very ſtrange Argument is drawn, to prove the 
Diſſenters not Guilty of Sbiſin, Becauſe they did not Deſert 
their Paſtors Ejected in 62, proved Guilty, both by the Laws 
of GOD and Man, of Hereſy, Apoſiacy, and the molt ſcan- 
dalous /mmorality. That is, in plain words, they were nor 
Sehiſmaticks, becauſe they contitined to be Schiſmaticks, ae 
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ſtill perſevere in their Schiſm, by Deſerting their Larſul .. 
rocbial Paſtor. But let us by the way obſerve this new Kind 
of Occa/tonal:Conformity : Our Author can, to ſerve a Turn, 
Degrade a Biſhop into a Presbyter; and for another, Exalt a 
Meer Presbyter into the Character of a Biſhop, which can Oc- 
caſionally Loſe its Odious Anti-chriſtian Malignity upon the 
additional Advantage of a Thouſand Pounds per annum: But 
no wonder he thus confounds Orders, who ſo often confounds 
Himſelf. ee G1 65k wie ao LIST "JS 
TP. y. Yet our Author is reſolv'd, having Confuted the 
Ancient Fathers, in their Novel Notions, without Quoting 
One of them, to beſtow. an equal Share of his Learned Ci- 
vility on our «Modern, Engliſh Divines, whoſe Divinity he is 
pleas'd to Cenſure, as being any thing elſe beſides Scripture. He 
repreſents em, P. 56. as ſetting up a Theological Scare-crow in 
their Definition of Schiſm, T hat it is an Unneceſſary Separation 
from a Lawful Eſtabliſh'd Church. They have indeed Unani- 
mouſly Determin'd this to be a great and ſignal Inſtance of 
Schiſm, that the Diſſenters ſtand Chargable with it, on a 
double account, who. canſeleſiy Separate from a Church, that 
is allow d by them a True Church, and which is alſo Eſtabliſh'd 
by the Laws of their Country. But certainly no Man, that 
is not equally a Stranger, both to their Writings, and the 
Truth, could affirm, that the Generality of the Zng/iſh Diuines 
think the EHfabliſoment of a Church, neceſſary to make Sepa- 
ration from it, 4 Schiſm: For they all Unanimouſly hold (what 
we obſerv d before) that if Presbytcry, Independency, Quakeriſm, 
or any other Se of our Proteſtant Diſſenters, enjoy'd the 
ſame Favour and Protection that our Laws give the Church, 
yet that all Separatiſts from our Church, would be as Truly 
Guilty of Schiſim, as they are now, tho' not of Schiſm under 
the ſame Aegravations. But ſuppoſing our Author had fairly 
repreſented their Opinion, let us ſee how well he has Con- 
futed it: Becauſe St. Paul ſtiles the Contention of the Corin- 
' thians, who did not forſake their Aſſembling themſelves together, 
Schiſm, our Author therefore denies,” that a much greater 
Breach between Chriſtians is a Schiſm, according to the Scrp- 
ture Notion of it. Had this ſhallow Reaſoner underſtood, but 
the molt common Rules and Maxims of Logich, it is impoſſible 
he ſhould have Argued thus Ridiculouſly, and drawn 125 a 
| x ON» 
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Concluſion, that ſo evidently contradicts em, and can't but 
ſhock a Man's Underſtanding at the firit Propoſal. To turn 
it in an Inſtance which he is well acquainted. with, and to 
ſhe w him the Conſequence : Becauſe Taking Arms againſt the 
King s Perſon, and /mpriſoning him was a Sn, therefore De- 
. poſing and «Murdering him was 10 Sin at all. It is hard to 
ſay, which is a greater Offence againſt Reaſon, theſe Men's 
Practices, or the Arguments they Defend them by. Our Au- 
thor to ſhew, that the Diſſenters are not included in this De- 
finition of in, attempts to prove, 7 hat Separation, when 
not reſtrain d to an unneceſſary Separation from a Lawful Eftab- 
diſbd Church, does not include the Schiſm of our Separatiſts ; 
that no general Sence of that Word can be aſſæn d, whereby many 
conſtant Members of our Church, may not be prov d equally Schi- 
maticks, as well as they, This is a way of arguing, juſt as 
concluſive, as if to 3 the ordinary Definition of a 
Square, we ſhould ſay, that its entire Notion is not compre- 
J hended in the general Jura of Figure ; and that no univerſal 
| 5 Senſe of that Word can be aſſignd, in which it does not 
equally agree to a Square or a Triangle. But to examine our 
Author a little in his Zogzch, does any part of a juſt and ad- 
equate Definition expreſs « whole Nature of the Thing De- 
fined? Are not Terms us'd in all ſuch Definitions, to ſignify, 
as well in what the Oefiuitum agrees with, as in what it ers 
from, other things? They who deſcribe Schſim to be a Sepa- 
ratios from a Lawful Eſiabhſh'd Church, don't (as our Author 
argues) Conceive it to be a bare Separation, but Separation, 
with ſeveral additional Ideas annext to it. None therefore 
can, in Conſequence of this Definition, be accus'd of Schiſm, 
for ſome Differences between 'em, in the Modes and Circum- 
ſtances of their Worſhip, and the juriſdiction they are under, 
which are either allow'd or enjoin'd by the Laws of their 
Country, ſuch as are all Differences between Conformiſts here 
enumerated by our Author. | . 

P. 1. Our Author's only Proof, That the Separation of 
the Diſſenters is not unneceſſary, amounting only to this, That 
they don't THINK it to be ſo, (the general Argument of 
this empty Treatiſe) can be of no Force with any Man, who 
difowns their /ufa/libility. A needleſs thing no more becomes 
-neceſtary, than a /inful one, becauſe lome Men hin ic ſo; . 

Ms cauſe 
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cauſe they are under no Neceſſity of being miſtaken; for ſuch 
2 right Application of their Faculties, as they are oblig'd to, 
had prevented, and would have inſtantly remov'd their Er-. 
ror: But this Matter has been fully ſtated before, and we 
ſhall not follow this Writer's Example, in nauſeating our 
Reader with impertinent Tautologies. 1 | | 

. 58, Our Anthor's next Exception againſt the foreſaid 
Account of Schiſm, is, that it is a Contradidtion to: it ſelf, 
which he undertakes to prove, becauſe there may be a Sepa- 
ration fi om a Lawful Church, for the ſake of better Edification, 
which is not Schiſm., Whereby if he ſhews any thing beſides 
his own Confidence, it is at the moſt, that this Definition of 
Schiſm is contrary to that Aſertion, and therefore Falſe, upon 
Suppoſition. that is true; but not that it is a Contradiction to 
it felf. This can appear only by ſhewing, that the Terms of it 
deſtroy each other, and the impoſſibility that the ſame Church, 
ſhould be Lawfnl, Eftabliſh'd, and cauſele/ly Separated from. 
But was better Eaification a ſufjiient Rule for ſeparating fi om 
2 Lawful Church (which we. have before diſprov'd) it would 
not therefore juſtify Separation from a Lawfnl E#ftabhiſh'd 
Charch; nor, conſequently vindicate our Separatiſts from the 
Charge of Schiſm, according to the Definition before, Our 

Author's Method of Invalidating this, is by ſhewing, that 
the ſeveral Parts of it, taken aſunder, don't explain the Na- 
ture of the who/e thing defined. Before he told us, that Se. 
paration may not bz Schiſm, here he ſays, that Separation from 
a Lawful Church may not be Schiſm ; in the next Paragraph he 
tells us, that Separation from an E/tabliſhd Church may not be 
Schiſag, from whence he infers, that Sin aves not conſiſt in 
Separation from a Lawful Eftablifh'd Church: This Fallacy is 
fo palpably Groſs, that it is impoſſible it ſhould paſs, even on 
the prejudiced and benighted Underſtanding of a Diſſenter. By 
Parity of Reaſon we may argue, that a Figure may not be a 

Square, that eee. Auuilateral, and Aquiangular 
Figures, ſeverally taken, may not be Squares; and thence 


gather, that F gure, with all theſe Properties in Conjunction, 

is not the Adeguare Notion of a Square, and by the ſame 8o- 
phiſtieal Reaſoning, overturn all the Definitions in the World: 
Which being Enumerations of the Simple Ideas, contain'd in 
the Complex Notion of the Thing Defin's, this plainly can 


never 
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never be fully deſcrib'd by leſs than all the Parts of it taken 
together, ſince leſs: than all theſe anized don't make up the 
whole. Neither will Better Edification be found a Reaſon of 
any Weight, to juſtify this Schi/rm from « Lawful Church : 
For as Edification refers, to the whele My/tical Body of Chriſt, 


conſider'd under the Apoſtolical Analogy of God's. Building, fo 


it can be no more promoted by Diviſions among its Members, 
than an Houſe can be erected, by ſcaltering its Materials, or 
ſtrengthen d by being pull'd in Pieces. And as it denotes the 
Spiritual Improvement of Particular Chriſtians, that can as little 
beadvanc'd, by deſerting any ſound Part of the Catholick 
Church, fince that can never advance their Growth in Holineſs, 
7 1s forbid in Scripture, as deſtructive of their Spiritual 
ife. | 


P. 58.75. 3. But our Author ſays, that the Word Eflabliſh'd 


is ſuperfluous in this Definition of Schiſin, and makes it re- 


dundant. By an Z#f/tabliſh'd Church, is meant a Church, to 


which the Laws of any particular Nation require Conformity, 
whether theſe Laws give any Priviledge to its Members, or 
not : And tho' ſuch Z/tab/iſhment does not infallibly argue the 
Good Conſtitution of any Church, yet that being preſuppos'd, 
it lays an Additional Obligation on Men to Communicate with 
it ; and makes Separation from it, which before was criminal, 
become more exceedzngly ſinful. The Authority of the Ma- 
deere and Church, to make Laws about Spiritual Matters, 

eing here only deny'd, in bold and precarious Aſſertions 
(our Author's only Arguments) we refer the Reader to what 
is already ſaid on that Subject. 


P. g. The: Exgliſb Diuines, as we before obſerv'd, don't 
hold A Schiſm to he a Separation from a Lawful Eflabliſh'd 
Church, but onely, that all Separation from ſuch a Church, is 
Schiſm. They indeed derive Men's Obligation to Commu- 


| nicate with the Church of England, as well from the Divine 


Law, which equally. binds in all States of it, as Humane. 
So that this Writer 1s very Inconſiſtent with their Notions 
of Schiſm, in aſſerting, that Men might be Guilty of it, in 
the more Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, before any part of the 


Church was ſa much as Tolerated by the Magiſtrate. But ourAuthor 


thinks he has carry'd his Point, in confidently affirming, that 


this Charge of Schiſm'ts . entirely taken off by the Act of Tole- 
FRY | | ration, 
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ration, which bas aiſpens'd with the Penal Laus, and made the 
Difjenters-as much Eftabliſh'd, as the Church of England. Cer- 
tainly; no two things in the World can be ſeparated by clearer 
Marks of Diſtinction, than thoſe which are here ſo groſsly 


confounded, Toleration, and Eſtabliſoment. The Magiſtrate may 
indeed diſpenſe with the Pexalty due to Diſobedience, but 


that Diſpeuſation is ſo far from taking away, that it does not : 
fo much as aller, the Mature of Schiſm, which no Eſtabliſh- 


ment, no Privileges, or Immunities whatſoever, can Legitimalr. 


But, does our Author believe, that the Act of Toleration has 


Repeal'd or Abrogated the Act of Uniformity? This Matter has 
been ſo fully and clearly ſettled by the ingenious Mr. Morris, in 
His Charge of Schiſm continued, that it admits not of any fur- 
ther Diſpute, or Reply. But here let us obſerve, what an un- 
expected Uſe: the Diſſenters make of their Toſeration, or in- 
deed any Favour, which they always magnify and extend, 


not only beyond the Grant, but to the utmoſt Prejudice and 


Diſadvantage of their Bene factors: For certainly nothing, but 
the molt aſtoniſhing Inſolence in the World, cou'd induce any 


Man to maintain ſo bold and pre ſumptuous an Aſſertion as this 


of our Author's, Zhat the Churches of the Diſſenters are as 
much E S TAB LIS H' D by. the At of Toleration, as the 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND by 7he Act of: Uniformity. 
The next RIGHT they will claim will be the Eſtates and 
Revenues of the Church, which they will demand as an'equal 
Property and/Endowment of their Conventicles. Are theſe the 
Goaly Trumpeters againſt Uſurpation, Impaſitious and Encroach- 
ments ? Does their Chriſtian Liherty authorize them to ſeize 


the Legal Priuiledges of the Church? Let em Cant as long 


as they can find Fools enough to believe em, yet this will be 
found infallibly true, that the quiet Enjoyment of their Opini- 
ons under the Protection of the Government, will not ſatsify 
their craving and ſwallowing Conſciences, without a powerful 
Competition with, if not a Superioritiy over the Eſftab/iſh'd 
© Church. Do not theſe overbearing Malecontents bid their 
Legiſlators Defiance, and, in plain Terms, tell em they and 
upon as good a Foundation as themſelves? When a Faction 


thus dares to diſpute it with their Superzors, it is high time for 


them to look about them; to prevent Their own ſtanding in 
nacd of that Toleration, they have y_ to Others. > . 
I; | P. 60. 
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P. 60. By this time, I hope the Weakneſs of our Author's 
Reaſoning 1s ſufficiently underſtood, that he falſly aſcribes the 
Definition he has given of Schiſm to the Eng/rſh Divines, and 
that ſuppoſing it true, it is however applicable to the Diſſent- 
ers, that their Separation is, even in their own Opinion, un- 
neceſſary, and allowing, that tho Schſm is not contain'd in the 
general Idea of Separation, and that Separation from a Law- 
ful, or from an Eſtabliſn'd Church, were not Schiſm, yet that 
all Separation from a Church, both Lawful and Eſtabliſh'd, is 
always a Shiſm. C IC n 2565 
P. Go. G. 2. But our Author, finding that none of all theſe 
Reaſons will bear the Weight he would lay upon them, has 
one laſt Retreat to ſecure the Diſſenters from this unavoidable 
Charge of Schiſm : and that is, the poor Aſſiſtance of this filly 
Diſtinction, by which he thinks his Adverſary's Argument, not 
only put by, but retorted upon him, That they are the Separa- 
tifts, who force em to ſeparate, by their unlawful Tmpoſitions, 
that they don't exclude themſelves, but are excluded by the 


- Charch. To which we Reply, that as to the Matter of Impoſi- 


tions, it is already anſwer'd. And it may be. ſufficient here 
to add, that they who ſeparate from a Lawful Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, thro' an erroneous Belief that Conformity to it is 
ſinful, deprive themſelves of the Benefit of its Communion : 
did they but impartially conſider the Terms upon which they 
might enjoy it, they cou'd not but diſcern the Law fulneſs and 
Expediency of them. Such therefore are not exc/uded from 
the Communion of their Brethren, by their Gover>oars, but 
by their own voluntary Prejudices, and fantaſtical Obſtinacy, 
they are ſo far from being ariven from it, that they as properly 
deſert it, as Apoſtates the Chriſtian Religion, who renounce the 
Faith for the ſake of ſome Articles, which our Saviour obliges. 
em to profeſs, and to which they will not reconcile their 
Reaſon. Our Author is pleas'd here to make uſe of an In- 
ſtance to illuſtrate his falſe Argument, about Hing anneceſ/ary 
Rules in Converſation, which he ſays he 75 as much averſe. to, as 
zmpoſing any Rules to be obſerv'd in Divine Worſhip, and wou'd 
have both left at large, to the molt diſſolute Latitude and 
profligate Licentiouſneſs. Shou'd a Man place Religion or Pru- 
dence in Singularity. and Moroſeneſs, in deteſting the moſt 
common and innocent Decencies, and acting in Defiance of 

| | Cuſtom, 
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Cuſtom, I might; without the groſs Imputation of a Mad man, 
fix ſuch Rules of Converſation, to which this Author wou d not 

ſubmit. But wou d not he deſerve that odious Character 
who thus, without the leaſt Pretence of Reaſon, denounc'd 
War againſt all Mankind and their Manner? 
P. 61. But, to ſhut up this Argument about Shin, this 
Author propoſes à very /mportant Queſtion, which ought, by 
no means, to be paſs d Nen Anſwer; namely, Bom 
Englan | 


what Church in they gſieem Separation to be Scbiſm, 
who define it to be a Separation from a. Lawful pd uf 
Church? Which very nice and profound Difficulty we ſhall 
ſolve with another as intricate a Queſtzon. Is there any other 

Church of England, hut that which our Laws have eftabliſhd, 

and require Conformity to? Or can our Author be ſo weak as 

to imagine, that the Jacobiten and Non jurors think, that thoſe 

Laws enjoin Communion with their ſeparate Aſſemolies? But 

the Mon. jurors are here fetcht in by Head and Shoulders, not 

ſo much from any Offence to the Government, as to the Diſſent- 

ers; becauſe fome of their learned: Writers have appear d 

with ſo much Reaſon, Strength, and efficacious Eloquence, 

in this Controverſy againſt Occaſional Conformity... Certainly 

Truth and Argument are the ſame, and are-no.leſs valuable, 

let them come from what Quarter they will; but more fully 

to anſwer this Objection, we deſire our Author to remember 
what he ſays in the laſt Page of his Book, That be ought in- „ „ 

duftriouſly to have avoided mixing Perſonal Matters with: his 

Diſpute, it being of no Importance who writes, hut what 16 

written. And certainly it can never be th nght any more a 

Prejudice to the Church of England, that the Non-gurors ſhould 

have ſhewn an hearty and zealous Concern for its Eſtabliſh- 

ment, in confuting a Practice, which viſibly endanger'd it, 

than it can be ſuppos'd for the Advantage of the Diſſenters, 

that Deits, Atheiſts and Socinians have appear d in the De- 

fence of Occaſional Conformity; whoſe | profeſs'd Hatred to : 

all True Religion, muſt doubtleſs be always more offenſive to he 

all good Chriſtians, than the Other's Unfor;unate Non-comphliance 

he Government. , | © of Sehij | A. Di c | {| 

Thus, we have prov'd' the Charge in on the Dul- — 
ſenters, according bo dh Notion fou it is laid, Whether f 
of (he Scriptare;' the Fathers, or the Modern Divine. Ms 
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we need only refer the Reader to the Herner ks ow this Author 


Dedication io the Queen to ſhe w, that the Diſſenters cannot 
(as this Writer affirms) lay Claim to che Character of Good 
Subjects, any more than they can to that of being Good Chareh- 
men, and that, as their Schiſm has more than once led em 


into Rebellion, ſo it may do again, when they have that un- 


limited Toleration they plead for, or are not reſtrain'd by ſuch 
2 neceſſary Law, as this Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity. 


Theſe Separatiſts muſt - deſerye as ill from the State, as they 


do from the Church, who dare defend their him by ſuch 
Arguments, as will equally ſerve to juſtify Rebellion, by ex- 
tending Chriſtian Liberty ſo far, as to deprive the Magiſtrate 
of all Civil, as well as Zcc/e/raſtical Authority, all Right to 
command Men's Obedience in any Caſe, which God has not 
expre/ly requir'd it in. Such a Plea for their Separation as 
this, is deltruQtive of all Sovereignty, or Supremacy, with 


Relation either to our Laus, or Canons; and is, in the laſt 


Reſult of it, coincident with the Traiterous Principles of 
thoſe Puritanical Rebels the F7f7h-Honarchy-Meu. Nor are 
they leſs diſpos d to Seaition, who found their Claim to Tole- 
ralion upon ſuch an infolent Maxim as this, That à Subjet7's 
Obeatence is only ane to the Laws, when they appear to commana, 


not ſoleiy Juſla, but Utilia, that is, what he THINKS expeatrent 


to be done, as well as what he may laufully do. But, ſuppoſing 
that Schiſmaricks, as ſuch, may be innocent Members of the 


State, yet can thoſe ever be call'd/ſo, who profeſs and propa- 
gate theſe mutinous Opinions, and found their Claim to a To- 


eration, upon what cannot but render em dangerous to be 
tolerated ? If ſevere Penalties are due to thoſe Subjects, who 
acknowledge a Foreign Power {( tho' that acknowledgment 
may proceed from the almoſt irreſiſtible Force of Preju- 


dice and Education) doubtleſs thoſe who An all Power 
whatſoever in the State, ought not to be intitl'd to its Places 


of Honour and Profit, Encouragements only due to the beſt, 
and not the we of Subjects, if they can be intitl'd ſo much 


as to the Name of a Subject, who are ever inclinable to rebel. 
P. 62. Having thus confuted our Author's Pleas, 18, For 

the Diſſenter's flated Diſſent from the Church, 21y, For their 

Occaſional Conformity to it, 31y, For the Right they pretend to 


an Abſolute Toleration; We come in the Jaſt Place to conſider, 


how 
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how far it is the Intereſt of the Government lo grant them this 
Unlimited Indulgence. What has been already ſaid, abundantly 
proves, that to grant the Diſſenters, that Culimited Toleratiou 
which they claim, is againſt the Intereſt of the Government, 
if as our Author here allows, the Duty and [ntereſt of it mu- 
tually ſuppoſe and infer each other. This. Writer is pleas'd out 
of his uſual good Manners, in very magiſterial Terms, to 
tell Her Maye/ly, that it is Her Duty to give them this Tolerä- 
tion, a very ſaucy way of asking ſo mighty a Favour, eſpe- 
cially conſidering how ill- qualify'd, this Faction is to talk vf 
their Prince's Duty, who ſcarce ever remembred heir own ? 
Our Author had laid it before down, as their Grand Maxim, 


that Governours, by commanding what God has not enjoin a, P. 8. 


entrench upon the Legiſlative Power of our Saviour, by which, as 
they have rendred all Obedience to Government, Precarious, 
as being founded upon Uſurpation, does it not highly concern 
the Legiſlature to tye up ſuch Men, who aſſert this Univerſal 
Liberty from their Power, by ſome particular Law, that. may 
reſtrain this wild Rebellious Licentiouſneſs, which they im- 
piouſly pretend to eſtabliſh upon the Scripture, in Oppolition 
to all Civil Injunctions? But they tell Her Majeity that the 
enacting any ſuch Law 7s 70 weaken the Government, by diſ- 
couraging, and diſobliging Sober, Induſtrious, Wealthy, and Fru- 
gal Men, and would deprive the Nation of their Service in all 
public Employments in the camp, Fleet, and Senate. In An- 
ſwer to which we may remember, that this very Author in 


his Dedication to the Queen, in the Name of the Proteſtant . 


Diſſenters, told Her, that public Diſaſters are their greate fi 
Security, and public Mercies their greateſt Dangers : and can 
She expect any faithful Aſſiſtance from ſuch Men's Courage in 

our Fleets and Armies, or their Policy in Civil Employments, or 

their Wiſdom in Parliament? If they are rue to their _ 
ZntereF# (and the World could never yet accuſe them of the 
contrary) their unanimous Endeavours mult be, to prolong + 
the preſent bloody and expenſive War, Their ſerious, tho 
groundleſs Perſwaſion, that a ſpeedy and proſperous Con- 
eluſion of it, would be followed by the Ruine of their Par/y, 
muſt determine thoſe, who have always ſhe wn ſuch a reſtleſs 
and bitter Zeal in the Support of it, to check and retard, as they 


have Opportunity, the Succeſs of our Arms, to put the Na- 
* ” tion 
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tion off with Sieges inſtead of Victories, to ftarve the glorious 
Cauſe we are engag d in, with niggardly Supplies, and to in- 
tercept and miſapply as much, even of theſe, as they can. 
And if we are to gueſs, what further Advantages PT 
dom will receive from theſe Men, by what 1t has gain'd al- 
ready; how ſerviceable they have bin to it, by their Fealth 
and Fraeality,by their Loans and Informations, by their prudent 
Diſcharge of their Commiſſions of the Taxes and the Peace, and 
in the Fench of Aldermen, Common-Council- Men and Aſfytants, 

let the Defſeiencies of the Funds, the Heavy Debts of the Ma. 
tion, the Animoſities and Quarrels they have rais d throughout 
it, in all Elections, and the unhappy Miſcarriages in the late 
Reign, be as convincing, as they are deplorable Inſtances. 
And whether the unlimited Indulgence of ſuch Cataliues in 
the State, that are for ever projecting its Ruin, he not the 
molt effectual Way, not only to ſap its Strength, but over- 
turn its very Foundation, and whether the Safety of the Publick 
does not abſolutely require to have em cafhrer'd out of all its 
Offices and Employments, we appeal to the Experience. of 
former times to determine, and the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind to judge. But if this will not convince the Nation of 
the Great Neceſſity of the Occaſional Bill, theſe Men are re. 
folv'd to give us a Reaſon that ſhall either open our Eyes, or 
ſhut them for ever. For, P. 63, our Author ſpeaks out the 
Senſe of his whole Party in plain Terms, telling Her Haze/ty, 
That f thrs Hill ſhould paſs into a Law, it wou'd firſt tempt em 
to be diſcontented and uncaſy, and then to ſpread theſe Diſcon- 
tents among their Fellow. Citigens, in the next place to betray us 
to Foreigners, by revealing the Counſels of the Government, and 
retarding its Buſineſs, till at laſt they combine together, enter 
into CONSPIRACIES, and don't flop at OPEN I N- 
SURRECTIONS. Let the moſt prejudic'd Reader judge, 
by the Character here drawn, by this Author himſelf, of the 


p. 16. of Diſſenters, how much they d;ſown the Principles and Practices 
the Ded. of their Forefathers. But he adds, That pa 6 the Occa- 
ra 


ſional Bill will deftroy the Ballance betwixt the ſeveral Parties in 
England, brea# in upon the Prerogative, and ram the Conflitution 
it felif. Now what ean be our Author's Deſign in all this, but 
plainly to endeavour to iutimidate the QUEEN and 
PARLIAMENT, to acquaint them, that the Diſſenters, 


un- 
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unleſs their inſolent and unreaſonable Demands be comply'd 
with, are already prepar'd and refolv'd to undertake and exe- 
cute the moſt. flagrant. and abominable Crimes, to reveal the 
moſt important Secrets of State to our Enemies, to aſſiſt, by * 
Privy Conſpiracies, or Open REBELLION, that exorbitant 
Power we have labourd at the Expence of ſo much Blood and 
Money, to reduce. Was there ever any Government in the World 
thus impudently huff d and Sully d to its Face, or that wou'd 
put up ſuch provoking Affronts and Reproaches without Re- 
ſentment, and juſt Vengeance? If theſe Menaces have their 
deſigned Influence upon our Sovereign and Senate, the Bullance 
betwixt the ſeveral Parties in England is actual deſtroy d; 
They whoſe Loyal Principles will never ſuffer em to make 
ſuch ſeditious Applications to their Legiſlators, will be found 
even inſlav d to thoſe, whoſe rebellious Diſpoſitions, will as 
conſtantly prompt em to do it, as they have any Turn to be 
ſerv'd, or Plat to be brought forth : The Succeſs of theſe 
T breats, in obſtructing the Occaſional Bil, will ever embolden 
them to dictate thus inſolently to our Parliament, upon the 
Freedom of whoſe Debates, the making good and juſt Laws 
depends, and the whole Safety of that Kingdom which theſe 
Tarbelent Schiſmaticks promiſe to betray : Prerogative and 
Liberty muſt give way to this Rampant, Overgrown Faction, 
whoſe arbitrary diſcontented Phrenzy muſt controul, not only 
the Sovereign = but that of the whole Legiſlature. But for 
fear theſe Inconveniences, which they pretend would follow 
the Paſſing the Bill at Home, ſhould not prove true, we are 
to be territy'd with the Misfortunes that it might produce in 
Dur Affairs abroad, that it will diſoblige the Scorch, Dutch, and 
the reſt of our Confederate Allies. But on the contrary, is it 
not certain, that it cannot give the leaſt Offence to the Scorch - 
Presbyterians ?.. For it only reſtrains a Practice which they 
molt abhor, who not only deteſt Occaſional, but. Conſlant Com. 
mumiom, with an or / 4%, Church. Neither can it be ſuppos d | , 
to weaken the Confidence which our Proteftant Allies repoſe in Y 
us, becauſe tis only putting a Law in Execution, which ſeve- 
ral of them ſtrictly obſerve ; nor wou'd it deprive our Diſſent- 
ers of any Advantages, which Tolerated Proteſtants in other - 
Dominions enjoy, without being admitted into Offices of State, 


neither wou'd it expoſe them to any ſuch Penalties as our Na- 
. i man 
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man Catholicks ſuffer, and therefore could beget no Jealouſies 
in our Poprſhb Confederates, who muſt be content to ſee the 
Enemies ot our Religion, as well as thoſe of Their Perſwaſion, 
equally excluded the Government. But, by the way, I wou' 

ask our Author a Queſtion, What Foreign States and Kingdoms 
have to do with our Enacting Laws, relating only to our own 
Nation? Did the Treaty of Partition oblige us to conſult their 
Approbawon and Conſent, in ſecuring our Church and Eſta- 
bljhment Or arewe till to be govern'd by Foreign Funtos, 


and Cabals of Fanaticks harbour'd in Republicks ? - 


PV. 64. F. 1. But our Author {till urges, that if the Occa- 


_ ſional Bil ſhould paſs, the Church woauld be ruin d, by weaknine 


'curring. in a Law, which all the Moderate Reform'd Churches 


the State,” whereon it depends. But is there the leaſt Shadow 
of Truth in this Pretence ? If the Bill paſs into a Law, by 
the Intereſt of the Church of England, would not the Civil 
Power be plac'd in heir Hands, who alone will ufe it for her 


Support? A Practice would be diſcontinued, which is the moſt 


odious Reproach to the Proteſtant Religion in the World; 
and affords ſuch juſt Matter of Offence, not only to all good 
Chriſtians, but to Papiſts and Infadels, and has been ſo great 
a Means of augmenting their Number. By this, the Repu- 
tation our Church has fo juſtly Abroad, for her {ſingular He. 
racity and Temper, would be very much Eſtabliſh'd, as con- 


Practice. 


9. 2. Ibid Our Author's laſt Argument, for ſuppre 18 the 


_ Occaſional Bill, is, its Unſeaſonableneſs at preſent, from the 
Danger that we lye under of a potent Enemy Abroad, and the 
 Neceſſuly of an Unanimity, Secrecy, and Pigour in our Counſels - 


and Enterprizes at Home. Now it our preſent Danger is 
from a foreign Enemy, whoſe Counſels are more Unanimous 
and. Secret, and his Enterprizes more V1gorous than Ours, 
this is doubtleſs an invincible Reaſon, for the immediate 
Paſſing this Bill? Since no Unanimizy in our Councils can be 


expected, whilſt compos'd of Men of Oppoſite Opinions and 


Intereſts; no Privacy, whilſt ſuch are admitted to them, who 
had rather reveal, if they can ruin the Heſt laid. Deſigu, than 
the Reputation of its Succeſs, ſhould be aſerib'd to this or that 
| © 607 Miniſter, Commander, or Admiral : Neither can we 

ope for any vigorous Execution of our Policies, whilſt it is 
8 ö com- 


D and" Prov IE Ihe 
egmmitted to ſuch as ae more diſposd to: dE, A. 
each other, than to reſiſt the ch mmon Encmy..: The en 1 
Hill thertfore that places the Aammiſtnation in the od 
One Unanimous Seit of Men, can never be more SEASON. \ 5 
AB LV propos d than in the preſent Juncturt. I æ \ 
after o ry ee late Succeſs (which has ſo ſtrang eli 
whole Affairs of Zxrope, and reduc d the danger „ 
Hauce) would either produce 4 GCibriousm Peace; of eatilinness \ 
improve the Advantages we have obtain d over. ,  \ 
with the utmoſt Steadineſs and Wigour. But that no ! 
may be wanting, our Author is pleas'd to turn his 8 
for once beſtow. a Complement on our Church (which - —_ 
he omitted no Opportunity of loading with the moſt bime 
Scandal. and Reproach) and this is indeed: ſos Aαπ¹ſν,¶s 
nag d, that it diſcovers, as much the Want of :Sincerir nll 
Propoſal, as of its Force in the Concluſion. He'tells:ns,howr © 
calling in the Aid of the Diſfenters 2 75 Atheiſts, Dei M N? 
Socinians, / ſbe won'd not contend for tb H, Truly weate © | 


8 


——— 


wonderfully oblig'd to our Author for this Favour, by ſaying, FS; 
_ that hi Controverſy \ in ſtill depenung', he ſuppoſes, this = 
for want of the Difſenters Alliance, the Chtrch has not ee 
gaind any conſiderable Advantages over them RO „ 
and that * Sons, after their long Conteſts with theſe In- 5 
fidels, have not given a deciſive Blow to their Cauſe; aue „ 
that unleſs. we can ſecure our Common Religion againſt their I | 
Artempts, by joining the Diſſenters for our Confederates; twill 
re main doubtful, nee victorious, who have de- 
fended, or thoſe who have oppos'd the Being of a God, the 
Authority of Scripture, and the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. 
But ſuppoſing, (which wretched Condeſcenfion, the Chareh 
muſt be reduc'd to the very lowelt Ebb, to ſtoop to} that her 
Aſſerters of theſe Truths ſtood in ſuch need of Aſſiſtance, yet 
the Aid afforded her by the Diſſenters, in her laſt Controverſy 
betwixt her and the Church of Tome, ſhews what powerful 
Succours ſhe may expect from them in her Diſputes with any 
of her Enemies. Our Quarrel with Taſiaels and Socinians 
wou'd prohably be at an End, was that Reformation of Faith, 
which the Separatiſts ſo much inſiſt on, compleated. Wou d 
the Church comply with them, © Demand, ſhe wou'd, in 


all 


* i 
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= likelihood;:flehee Sooinians and Deiſtt, not by her gu- 
Sven, but Cnc ont. S123 i £30417 YA 
Thus have.we'\Trac'd: this Serpentine, Author, through all 
7 the various Folds,-and intricate . Windings of his Subtle and 


any more tolerable Sence, Sincerity, or Reaſon, he 


1 W 3 
1 291140 1 8 


Sophiſtical Reaſoning; and have, we hope, Demonſtrated the 
Abſurdity of che Sectariſts HSated Diſſeni, and Occaſional Con- 
formity, the great Gail: of their Hypocriſy aud Schiſm, the Un- 


_ reaſongblape/iof their 'Pretended Right ſo an Unlimited Tolera- 


tian; andthe: Vaſt: Diſ-ſervice fuch a Toleration uon d be to the - 
Government, in Church and Sigte; and, in a word, that this 
Whole Treatiſe is nothing but Falſhood in Fact, and Fallacy 
in Argument. If this Writer ſhall think fit to * 
| U not 
fail to find the ſame Juſt Animadverſion, as we have given 
kim already in this Diſcourſ . 
In the mean time, if the Church ſhou'd have this Miſ- 
fortune, that the Paſſing the Occaſional Bill, ſhould, in Defiance 
of all Demonſtration. go the contrary, be thought ſtill Ur- 
ſeaſonable, we cannot, but with the greateſt Concern for C4ri- 
ſtranity in general, and the Honour and Safety of our Church 


In particular, earneſtly Entreat Zboſe: Few of Her Sons, who 


Have been ſo far miſlead, or terriſ d, as to admit any Sh 


matigal Difſenters Occaſionally to Join with us, in the Bleſſed 


£ucharift, to call to Mind that Excellent Canon of our Church, 
which they are Sound and Sworn to Obey. And we humbly 
hope, that whatever may be the Sueccf of the Bill, on its e- 
Fropoſal, that thoſe Biſhops, who, in Their Political Capacities 
as. Legiſlators , cou d not- conceive it Seaſouable, to give 2 
Suffrage for That Fill, will atleaſt, in their Spiritual Function, 
frialy Enjoin Their Ckrgy, in this Thing of ſo vaſt Im- 

ortance to the Church; to Obſerve their Canonical Obedience 
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Conan 37th, among the Canons made inthe Year 16 
In tlie Firſt Year of King James the Firlt. _ 


Sehiſmaticks not to be Admitted to the Communion. © 8 1 


£ 10 Miniſter, when he celebrateth the Commugion, ſhall . "LM 
. N.-wittingly Adminiſter the ſame to any, but to ſuch as 
_ ©Kneel, under pain of Suſpenſion ; nor, under the like pain, 
to any that refuſe to be preſent at Publick Prayers, according 
to the Orders of the Church of England; nor, to any that are 
common and notorious Depravers of the Book of Common 
Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and of the 
Orders, Rites, and Ceremonies therein preſetibed; or of any R 
(thing that is contain 'd in any of the Articles agreed upon in ue 
t the Conyocation 1562. or of any thing — — Book Rs 
«of Ordering Prieſts and Biſhops; or to any that have ſpoken ES. 
«againſt, and depraved His Majeſty's Sovereign Authority in : . 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical: Except every ſuch perſon ſhall firſt ae- 1 
knowledge to the Miniſter, before the Church-Wardens, his —_ 
KRepentance for the ſame, and promiſe by Word (if he cannot , _— 
© Write) that he will do fo no more: And except (if he can 
Write) he ſhall firſt do the ſame under his Hand-writing, to | | 
©be deliver d to the Miniſter, and by him ſent to the Biſhop _ "= 
cof the Dioceſs, or Ordinary of the Place. Provided, that e 
every Miniſter. ſo repelling any (as is ſpecify'd either in this, —* 
ox the next precedent , ſhall upon complaint, f 3 
or being required by the Ordinary, ſignify the cauſe thereof | — lh. 
© unto him, and therein obey his Order and Direction -” Ih 
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—_ Presoyteriatts, annex d to ſhew 5 — Falſhood = üs: Author, in 
confidently affirming, pag. . Ade the Diſenters have been 'birhertd Silent 
and ore brought now with Relufancy to Plague the Eftabliſh'd Church and 
Government, with their ſeditious Deman Deng, „ and ſcutrilous Controverſies. 


; HE True Nature of the Goſpel 83 of Dr. Ha card's aſe | 
I's Church and Its Government. about Bdification-. ſe Ca 25 
Clark ſos of Liturgies. © ae $ Conſideration.of Des 
— of. «0 Pay. Caſes. 

Rational Defence 6 Non-Confor- The State of to Cale of Mit Com- 
mity in Rule's Anſwer to Bp. munion in a Friendly Diſcourſe 
Stillingfleer. betwixt a; Miniſter and a nm 

The Nature of Church Governments: conforming FariBrienas, 88 
freely Diſcuſs d, and ſet out in pours concerning, e de 


Foy l 


A 


Letters. PER ſign'd for the SatisfaQtion of 
Brief Enquiry. into the Nature off Tcientious and 8 
Schiſm. © Moderation a Virtue. 
Vindication of it. 8 MA | 30 Moderation ſtill a Virtue, with Re- 
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Baxter*s Life. A Short Way with the Diſſenters, 
Reprimand to Bigotiſm. | More Short Ways. 8 
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treriant. alt ::. 25 | 


| A Lecter of Advice to the Churches The Teſt of the Church of. England O 
8 of the di in England. Foneſty. 5 
A Letter to Mr. Burſcos Antidote againſt. Rebellion. 
Animadverſions on Elm s Dif- Calamy's Moderate Non- conformity. 
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© ZAnfwer- to Dr. Scor's Cafes concern- Foe's Impudent Trumpery ;; the 
"MY ibs n. "ny Foul Mouths of the 4 „ 


Hang-man, to rawmit to thoſe Names, whe they 275 highly WEE A a 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Here being juſt Publiſh'd, ſince the Printing of this Diſcourſe, A 

Second Part of our Author's Rights of. Kg ny Diſſenters, being a Vine 

dication of their Right to an Ab Holy olute Toleration, from the ObjeFions o Sir H. 

.  Mackworth in his Treatiſe intitPd, PEACE ar, HOME, we thought t to ac- 

uaint the Reader, that he may expect a full Anſwer to . Argument 

cherin contain'd, that is not ſufficiently Anſwer'd in this Diſcourſe al. | 

5 ready; this Author's Second Performance being, in the main, nothing but 
Nauſeous Tautology of what is even frequently Repeated in the Firſt Part, 
and which we preſume, is effectually Confuted. Hut becauſe this Writer, 
for want of timely Chaſtiſement, has not only Renew'd, but Improv'd his 

Inſolence to the Church of England in general, and that Excellent Member 9 

and Defender of! it, Sir H. Mackworth in particular, we ſhall give our. ſelves 0 75 


this Author the Juſtice of a little forther CorreFion, 


